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CHAPTER I. 


The Latachia mountaing—Perilous  ascent—Adyenture 
with robbers—The Mountain Pass—Orde—Tirkish 
Khan—Beautiful scone—Dayertil-Sheik—The water 
“girls. 


THis distance, from Slybe to Orde, ‘the next 
‘station on: this route, is reckoned at-about thirty. 
miles, “The road'Ieads directly over: the central 
and. mie lotty: pottion-0 of: the ‘Letachia: range of 
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earth and stone have fallen across the road; 
gigantic trees have been blown down or torn 
up by the roots; and in the the closest part 
of the thickly-wooded pathway, the sun has for 
many along year svarcely penctrated. These 
wild and uninhabited parts are the resort not 
only of chetahs and hyenas, but of a band of 
ruffianly Ainsiaree robbers, who, though they 
seldom molest the passing European, show less 
consideration for their own countrymen, and 
many a wretched native traveller has disappeared 
in the mountains, and never again been heard 
of Sometimes skeletons have been discovered 
by the government wood-cutters, who at cortain 
periods of the year frequent this locality, well 
armed, and in strong numbers, for the purpose 
of collecting fuel for the consumption of the 
yarious villages during winter. Beyond this, 
however, nothing ‘has been found, nor has a 
single body over been discovered, 

We passed unmolested several detached 
groups of this mountain bandit, and more 
repulsive-looking villains I have never encoun- 
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tered. Moroso, heavy, beotle-brows gave an 
unnatural ferocity to their eyes; and their long 
matted boards and hair, and loose-hanging 
jacket, made them particularly disagreeable 
objects in 90 Ioncly a spot, Evory man had 
a brace of pistols, a gun, a dirk, and a yatacan ; 
and B——- and myself were entirely at their 
merey at any period of the day—an unpleasant 
reflection, considering how little mercy they 
possess, 

Onco during our progress we conceived our- 
selves to be in a very ciitical situation. We 
were going on very quictly, having come to a 
tract that wore a somewhat improved aspect, 
when suddenly up started threo mon from the 
brushwood, whore they had been concealed from 
our view, and simultaneously fired off their 
‘guns in the air, Thad not had time to observe 
the aim they took, but felt persuaded that 
we must both bo shot through the head, 2s the 
shock made us stagger in our saddles, But we 
ascertained that,we were no way hurt, and we 
had hardly done so, when up the ruffians came, 
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and deminded ‘bukshish,. which was,. they ’ nid a 
their” right. as. guards, placed to protect the: 
traveller, through, the mountains, We gave: 
them.a few piastres, and were glad to be'rid. of ; 
them. so easily ; and J strongly suspect that. had 
we been natives, we ‘should. have. been. treated.’ 
very differently. . Europeans, certainly, in thelr, 
very dress, carry about with them: a charm, 
‘which in almost any part of the’ East, secures 
them from injury and insult. : 

Orde; is -a miserable village, situated: i 
‘ante ofa thick forest. of trees, and. consi ing. 
“of, a double: row. of houses; for: ming a ‘street, 
“th rough ¥ which caravans and.tr avellers must pass; 
AS’: “there. is.no. other outlet . within. cTnany. an, 
“hour's tide, At Orde a _ troop of ivegular:’ 
“cavalry is. stationed, but: Tam inclined to ‘think 
that “they avo greater marauders then” oven: 
° the. Ainsairees. themselves, agninst, whose i invog s. 
‘ they: are presumed. to be.a protection, : 
‘At. the Turkish Ahan, where we! lodge for 
wer = number: of. : 
ot wallars, whose -déstination was, Latuchia,, and 
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Boeyrout. Many of theso had been at- Orde... 
‘upwards’ of a weels, remaining for other typvellors 
to arrive, tll: ‘they. should muster a sufficiontly. 
‘strong. hady to venture through the mountins. 
‘Many: were the’ tales’ of bloodshed and rapine 
‘vecounted. by these unfortunates, ds they sat. 
eroiching round the: crackling wodd fire in the 
“oantre of: the khan ; and:'such * was. the 1 
pression’ they: made on: “threo” Hebrews. boind, 
“Yor the Eloly. City, that:they immediately roli 
guished their pilgrimage, and-vetuinied towards: 
‘Antioch the very noxt morning. 

“After passing. Oido, the road: becomes, ‘safer 
and better for travellors, "The. forest’ then 
ogins quickly “to thin: “No “more thieves or 
iit-thionts ato to be met. with ;- aid’ the ond, 

; nt At avenge, becomes more’ and more eit, 














The whole Tend here: is ah a high 
and: sinall villeges, a 
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crossed © “a: little: ‘before mid-day.” Ib’ was ”.a 
4 splendid -rayine,. up: either side “of which 

- giape-vines: were growing in ‘the wildest hun: 

coNlance, Beneath, was a purling stream’ of’ 

~ deliciously coal. water, which murmured along: 

-oyer’ the many-coloured pebbles that: formed its: 
“bed. Ever and anon, there were tracks of 
thiokdy-set myrtle and the oleander-bush ;. and! 
“round and over these’ crept wild convolvuluses 
of ‘every: hue and colour, while the wild nd 
graceful : violet, spread fragrance around; 
_gling with: the. breeze: that: swept down 
“mountain’s: side, loaded with: sthe™ odowts.. 
“many ‘wild grasses. Such <a spot would. be a 
‘perfect Eden, if ‘inhabited’by a good and ind. 
strious peasantry, who knew. how.. to - appred 
wand j improve upon the best gifts of: native; “but 
“now it lies: ‘as neglected asa wilderness, 

“About noon we icached Dayertil-Shcik, the 
Dost built ule: & in. all Nor th Syria. Thora » : 
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Yo.-wash. their hands. and . fect bofore praying, 
and. they, therefore objected much to. our dogs 
being’. permitted to .-remain “loose, as. they 
‘would cor rtainly pollute their. water. 

o ‘Thero was a largo’ concourse. of young and 
‘pretty: women, who had come to -fetch. water 
‘from. the fountain. Thoy. wore. all’ unveiled, 
: ‘though surrounded by. men of. their own. fi 
; aid’ exposed to the gaze of E Europeans, Tnste 
-of filling their jars, they waited to watch us eat! 
‘our luncheon, and made loud and. sometimes 
not very complimentary comments upon our 
“proceedings. The. moment 1 addressed. them 
“in Arabic, they became silont, and soomed pers 
“feotly., astounded: ‘and I supposo’ ag a “pence, 
offering, . a young .man ordered: one: of them,’ 
\ ‘seomed to “bo: either his sister or. his wife, 
otch “usa. “pot. cof yurt,.or ewrdled: érvam, 
which . males: a nico yofteshing -drinke” when 
me vith:, water On: rotumning: the “omy ty 
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rested a sufficient time, we mounted and pro- 
ceeded towards Antioch, which town we did 
not reach till an hour after darkness had 


set in, 
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CIIAPTER IL. 


Antioch—The great emthquake—The bencsolent priest 
—Manks and ‘Tuks—Semch for rehques —'The 
curiosity-deale. ~The Orontes—Desciiption of the 
country--A. Tmkish Eifondi—The Jester and the 
Cahph, 


In fixing upon Antioch as their fortified 
capital, and slrong house of defence, the Cru- 
saders showed considorable sagacity ; and at the 
same time manifested their reverence for that 
city which gave a name to their faith, for in 
Antioch the disciples of the Redeemer were 
first called Christians. Tho city is admirably 

: B3 
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adapted by natural defences for resisting 2 
besieging army. Tts climate is excellent; and 
its resources for the support and maintenance 
of a garrison are inexhaustiblo, In fact, it 
would be hard to discover in the whole Eastern 
hemisphere a spot which could rival Antioch 
in any one of these advantages. : 
Situated at the base of an extensive range 
of very lofty mountains, along the highest 
ridges of which the still existing rains of for- 
tified walls and watch-towers scrve to indicate 
the former strength and cxtent of the city, 
Antioch, in the day of her renown, was enabled 
to command the immesse plius that surround 
it in the directions of Latachia, Aleppo, md 
Iskanderoon ; and if was impossible that any 
hostile force could approach the city from 
those places, without stfforing severely from 
the garrison. At the sane time, towards the 
south-west and north-west, the whole expanse 
of ocean was clearly discernible to the eyo, and 
an enemy’s fleet could be distinguished for days 
before it could anchor off the port of Siloucia. 
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Lhe lofly walls of the city, of whose immense 
strenath ample proof remains in their ruins, 
encircled the town in every direction, running 
down from tho highest ridges of the mountains, 
till they reached the embankment of the 
Orontes, when they were carricd on in a line 
parallel with the river, here running nearly due- 
north and south — Tho gates, leading on to the 
bridge by which the riyer is crossed in proceed- 
ing towards Sileucia or Scanderoon, are to this 
day of immense strength, and the bridge itself 
is one of the fincst specimons of architectwe to 
be found in the Rast. Parts of it have been 
necessarily renewed and patched up, but the 
avches are of vory ancient construction, and still 
promise to hold out ages Jonger against the 
porpotual warfie they sustain from the rapid 
waves of the Ovontes, which already tell on the 
modern portions, though less exposed to their 
action, P 
The lust great carthquike of 1822, was 
severely felt at Antioch, and in addition to the 
destructive effects of thi» catastrophe, Ibrahiw 
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Pasha, in his attempts to beautify the modern - 
city, blew up, by means of subtorrancan mines, 
almost every particle that remained of the oni- 
ginal walls of the city. The superb barracks 
built by him to accommodate ten thousand 
men, as well as the beautiful country-residence 
on the banks of the Orontes, erected for the 
Pasha’s private use, were constructed of mate- 
rials which had originally formed the oldest 
structures of the city; and as if it were rotribu- 
tion for this sacrilege, these modern fabrics, 

" built not fifteen years ago from the spoil of 
monuments destined to commomorate the 
prowess and picty of the Crusaders, are already 
in a tottering and dilapidated state, while the | 
few vestiges that still romain of the watch. 
toweis and buttresses built centuries since, ave 
as strongly held together by their mortar and 
lime as they were at their erection. 

Antioch is the only town in all Syvia or 
Palestine where tiles are used in roofing the 
houses. The heavy rains which prevail during 
the autumn and spring must have given rise to 
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this practice, and I am strongly inclined to think 
that the introduction of tiles must have origi- 
nated with the Crusaders; for it is nol in 
tho nature of Syrians or Asiatics, however 
much annoyed by exposure to damp, to deviate 
one inch from the precepis and_ practices 
handed down to them through successive 
generations from thoir ancestors, dating from 
the days of Noah downwards. 

I resided at Antioch for cight months during 
the year 1847, and in all that time was never p 
singlé day absent from it. An old Catholic 
pricst, Pere Bazelio, an Italian doctor, and my- 
self, then formed the European society of 
Antioch; but the Italian doctor would never go 
to mass on Sunday, and so the priest gave 
him up as an irreclaimably lost sheop, and 
1 was the only European rdmiticd to his friend- 
ship. He was an intelligent and enterprising 
man, and was wont to make wonderful dis- 
coveries of sites and ruins, and deserted grottos, 
and tombs of old kings, and many other things, 
which he insisted on my visiting and examining 
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with him. He was himself vory devout, but if 
his means of support had depended upon the 
munificence of his flock, I fear ha would 
have fared but il; for they were the Icast 
church-going people I ever met, the congre- 
gation never amounting to more than a dozen 
individuals. The Padre, however, emulated the 
Apostles in his simple method of living With 
his staff in one hand, and a morsel of bread in 
the other, he toiled up mountains and down 
ravines in search of mouldering ruins and 
rusty antiques, apptasing his appelite from 
his scanty wallet, and quenching his thirst. from 
one of the many streams that so plentifully 
abound round Antioch. On some of these 
solitary excursions he would stumble across an 
old copper coin, or a bit of antique stone, with 
some almost effaced inscription, and then bis 
gratification and delight would be beyond all 
bound. Te declared to mo that av old ruin 
at the entrance of the town was to his certain 
knowledge once inhabited by the Caysors; and 
as for Paul and the other Apostles, he was 
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fumiliary with ihoir common haunts in evdry 
direction. 

Direful ‘controversies took plice between him. 
and the doctor on these subjects whenever they 
chanced to mect upon neutral ground, the 
doctor declaring it was humbug to imagine that 
any trace of veritable antiquities could cxist; 
when Antioch, as was well known, had on 
three distinct occasions been destroyed and 
almost entirely ongulphed by terrific enrth- 
quakes. ‘The doctor was a Roman by birth, 
and as the dispute waxed warm, both parties 
argued in tho Latin tongue with as much 
gesticulation and noise, as ever two Roman 
senators could have used in debating the most 
weighty affairs of the State. 

Amonpst tho Turks, by whom gesticulation 
is seldom. or ever resorted to, and whose tone 
of gonversation scarcely execeds a whisper, these 
loud disputes of the two Franks frequently 
created a very lively sensation A mob of men 
and boys would collect outside the door, and 
‘inquire of my servants whether we wore going 
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to cut each other’s throats, or if any intervention 
on their part would be requisite to prevent 
bloodshed. It was a difficult task to make 
them understand that the themo of argument 
was nothing more or less than an old wall or a 
broken-down tomb, and when they did believe 
such to be the case, they gravely stroked their 
beards and came to the conclusion that Franks 
weic universally mad, and made more noise 
about a piece of old stone, than all the inhabi- 
tants of Turkey would be guilty of, if there 
was a general massacre of their wives and 
children, 

The modern town of Antioch is built in 
stiects of walls, in deference to the usage 
existing in Turkey of hiding women from the 
public gaze, and which is incompatible with 
houses overlooking cach other, or haying win« 
dows towards the strect. Thero are some fow 
exceptions amongst the houses of the Ayahs 
and Effendis; but these are generally separated 
from the herd of plobcians; and through their 
lofty windows and balconies, there is litle four 
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of the women in the harems being seen or 
overlooked, ; 

The generality of the houses are but one 
story high, and cach house is entirely sur- 
rounded by a wall as high as tho building 
itself, Thus the whole street has the appear- 
ance of one continuous stone wall, with entrance 
doors at intervals from twenty to thirty yards: 
tho tiled roofs being the only indication to 
people in tho street, of human habitations with- 
in the walls, The streets are wido, and are 
paved about a yard and half on cither side of 
a deep broad gutter in the centre. Foot pas- 
sengors keep to the pavements ; horsemon and 
loaded animals are compelled to confine thom- 
solves to tho ditch. Like all Turkish towns, 
Antioch would be poisoned with filih, wero it 
not for tho fortuitous circuinstanco of its being 
built on a gradually rising ground, up 10 the 
foot of the high hill behind. When a shower 
of rain occurs, torrents of water come pouring 
, down the many ravines and chasms of the 
mountains, and forcing an oxit through the 
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streets of the town, carrying away cycrything 
moveable into the fast-flowing wators of the 
deep Orontes. The result is, that when the 
yain is over and fine weather returns, the streets 
have been entirely purified, and as cleanly swept 
and washed as though a legion of buckets and 
brooms had been at work. 

It is on these occasions that those antique 
coins and stones are collected, for which Antioch 
is so justly celebrated. No sooner has the 
weather cleared up after a smart shower of rain, 
and the waters commence to abate, than swarms 
of little children may be observed busily accu 
pied in the numerous gutters, armed with sieves 
and sticks, and brooms, sweeping up and cloar- 
ing away the mud, and carnestly occupied in 
hunting for antiques. Scldom is the search 
fruitless. Some of the little seokers find silver 
coins, others copper; and some fow are hiky 
enough to light on precious stones. 

These children had been for some time in 
the practice of carrying off their booty to a Turk 
ealled Hadji Ali, who made it his business to 
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trade in antiques. From the hard bargains 
he drove he was more Jew than Turk, buying 
up overything from the children at ridiculously 
low prices, and then gaining enormously by 
retailing them to English travellers. From 
naval officers, in particular, he acquired large 
sums, and had been so spoiled by their gencrosity, 
that he now on all occasions demanded the most 
oxorbitant prices for things that were of them- 
selves of the smallest valuc, TIadji Ali was 
as illiterate as he was knavish, and the old rogue 
ou one occasion was completely taken in by 2 very 
modern antique, for which he had been indueed 
to pay a large sum. Visiting the tents of some 
English travellers as was his wont ; and unroll- 
ing one by one from the many folds of old 
rags and dirty paper in which they were en- 
veloped, the stoncs and antiques that he set 
most value upon, he at length drow one with 
apparent reluctance from the vory bottom of 
a little tin canister, declaring his unwillingness to 
part with it for anything less than twenty 
guineas. The price asked, naturally oxcited 
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the curiosity of every one present, and on the 
precious relique being at length produced and 
inspected, it turned out to be a piece of common 
glass, with the portrait of Liston as Paul Pry, 
and the familiar device of “I hope I don’t 
intrude.” Ali was vastly discomfited by the 
‘laughter of the group, and offered his cherished 
antique to his next visiter for five pounds, when 
he Iearnt, to his consternation, that it was not 
worth five faithings. Hadji, however, had in 
his possession a beautifully cut emerald, which 
presented the striking device of seven distinct 
heads, on being turned in as many directions; 
but the rogue knew that tho emerald was in 
itself of great valuc, and would never listen to 
any reasonable offer for it. The result of his 
obstinacy in refusing to part with this reliquo 
was, that an old Turk got possession of it 
for nothing. A Mutzellim, who had avowed 
his determination to make as much moncy as 
he could during his briof sojourn at Antioch, 
(for a Mutzellim’s stay in office and power « 
is genorally very brief) got intelligence of Ali’s 
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woalth and of the method he had adopted to 
accumulate riches; and the consequence was, 
that the poor wretch was dragged out of bed 
one night, and carried before the Governor, 
charged with having defrauded the Government 
by assuming to himself the right of selling 
antiques. His property was confiscated and he 
himself bastinadoed, and it was not till he had 
lingered many months in prison, that ho*was, by 
the Mutzellim’s recall from Antioch, set at largo, 
to commence the world again as he best could. 
An incalculable number of valuable coins 
and antiques must be annually washed into the 
Orontes by the heavy mountain torrents of 
wintor. Tho immense stream of wntor that 
rushes through the streets after repeated heavy 
showers of rain, has often alarmed me for the 
safety of my house, Stones that ten men could 
hardly moye, have been rolled past my door, 
with a booming sound like thunder, and the 
impetuous floods would inevitably sweep every- 
thing before thom, were any impediment offered 
to.their free junction with tho Orontes, I re- 
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mained on one occasion a close prisoner in the 
house during three successive days and nights, 
when the force of the torrent was such that I 
dared not open the doors for fear of being swept 
away by the stream. Such violence js, however, 
of rave occurrence, and the gutters being deep, 
and houses well excavated, the water scldom 
rises to a level with the door. 

Tt is‘a wonderful and fearful sight to witness 
the rapid course of the swollen rivor, as it tears 
by, roaring and foaming towards the sca; and 
what adds grandeur to the scene on such 
occasions, is the loud detonating thunder, which 
finds a thousand echoes amongst the hills, and 
the brilliant flashes of vivid lightning, which 
flash forth in awfully rapid succession. ‘Tho 
elements scem combined for the destruction of 
the place ; but the river is rapid and suru in 
her course—the rain stops—the tompest. passes 
away—the mountain torrents are exhausted 
the clouds clear off—the sun bursis forth, 
and all is again peace and security, while the 
cool balmy breezes that blew rofreshingly 
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through orange and citron-groves, lond the 
atmosphere with tha most delicious fragrance, 

In sconory, few spots can compete with 
Antioch, Standing on the bridge, the spectator 
can view both the river and the sea, while 
distant blue mountains and luxuriant gardens, 
endless pusturage-grounds and green hillocks, 
handsome buildings on one sido, and on the 
other the river again, its banks lined with 
crumbling old ruins—minarets and mosques, 
poplars and evergreens, and an immenso ex- 
panse of rich-looking country, waving its sheaves 
of corn beneath the gentle breeze, A pre. 
cipitous hill leads to the ruins of the old city 
walls, from which can be obtained a viow of the 
whole country round, Tho bold outline of 
tho distant Cassins, tho winding river, the wide, 
calm lake, clow'ly «discernible from this high 
point, form a new and more charming: pros- 
poet. 

But the town itself, it must be confessed, is 
not in keeping with its lovely situation. This, 
however, is not the opinion of its Turkish 
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denizens, who, while smoking their pipes by the 
river side, feel that a wall, the top of which no 
ladder can reach, and which no intruder can peep 
through, is more desiablo than anything clse ; 
and he has also a preference for massive doors, 
with keys, bolts, and double locks; for he 
remembers that he has some frolicsome little 
lambs locked up at home, and he is gratified 
to have the key of the fold in his poclsot. 
There is no knowing what the consequonces 
might be, if the ladies were allowed to have their 
own way, and to go in and out of the house as 
they liked. 

The life of the Turkish Effendi, or gentleman, 
at Antioch, is rather of 2 monotonous character, 
He lives in his own, or 1ather in two houses—~ 
for the harem, though part of the same house, 
is entirely partitioned off, and no one but him- 
self and his slaves know where it is, or how to 
get in and out of it. He always keeps the 
door-key in his pocket, and when tho ladies 
want anything, they rap, like so many wood. 
peckers, at a kind of revolving cupbourd, which 
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is securely fastened into the wall, Through 
this cupboard, at which neither party can sce 
the other, the lady speaks to the servant, and 
tells him what to fetch or buy for her at the 
bazaars ; and the article is brought and placed in 
the cupboard, which is wheeled round by the 
lady inside, so that she may take it out. When 
they are desirous of walking in the garden, or 
going to the bath, the key is delivered into the 
charge of some old duenna, and the Effendi 
sees nothing more of it till the patty has re- 
turned, and the ladies are safely locked up again. 

The Effendi is, generally speaking, an carly 
riser, and seldom sits up till a late hour at 
night. On issuing from his harem, he is 
waited upon by half « dozen slaves, who assist 
Jo his ablutions: one holds the ewer, another 
the soap, a third the towel, and a fomth and 
fifth assist him with his clean apparel. Taving 
washed and dressed, he goes through his 
morning devotions at the nearest mosque. 
Returning home, his sorvants serve him with 
his cup of bitter coffee and pipe of real gibili, 
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by which time it is about sevyon a.m. the 
fashionable hour for a Turkish gontleman to 
call and veceive visits. Acquaintances and 
friends saunter in, and salutc’ the host, who 
salutes them. Beyond this, there is little con- 
versation ; for Turks hate talking; and still 
less joking, for they detest laughing. They 
inquire like a parcel of anxious doctors, very 
kindly after each other’s health, and after the 
general salubrity of their respective houses, for 
no one ever dreams of asking how his friend’s 
wife is ; that would be considered the grossest 
breach of decorum. Draft-boards, and pipes, 
and coffee are introduced. Some play, athors 
look on; and, save the 1attling of the dico, 
very little is heard {0 interrupt the silence of the 
yoom, The Effendi’s elet]s comes in occasionally, 
with a batch of unanswered letters in his hands, 
and whispers mysteriously to the Effendi, who 
either gocs off into a violent fit of rage, or 
nods his consent in approval of what has 
been done, just as the contents of the letter are 
pleasing or the reverse. Most of theso letters are 
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from the overscers, or the labourers in the 
~Effendi’s silk-gardens, or olive-plantations ; some 
few from people craving his assistance, others de- 
manding repayment of loans of money ; for 
there are but few of the Effendis of Antioch, 
though all rolling in riches, that are not in- 
debted to some person or other for cash loans, 
as, such is their strange avarice, that though 
‘they possess (to use an Oriental expression) rooms 
full of moncy, they are loth to extract onefarthing 
from their treasures for their daily expenditure. 
About ten a.M., the Effendi orders his horse, 
and followed by his pipe-bearer, who is equally 
well mounted, takes a sedate ride in the on- 
virons of the town, On Saturdays, in lien of 
riding, he goes to the bath, but in cither case 
he is pretty punctual as to the hour of his 
return. On reaching home, more pipes and 
coffee are produced, and he affixes his seal (for 
a Tuk never signs his name) to the various 
business letters that his seerctary has propared, 
ready for despatching. The cry from the minaret 
now warns him that it is the hour for mid-day 
CQ 
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prayer. Washing his hands, faco, and feel, 
he proceeds to the sami (mosquo), where he 
remains till it is time to breakfast; and when 
the breakfast is served, he goes through the 
forms of ablution again. After his meals, he is 
required to wash once more. 

I may here remark, for the guidance of 
strangers, that there is nothing a Turk con- 
siders more degrading than the want of this 
scrupulous cleanliness in Europeans ; and con. 
sidering the climate, and the wisdom of doing 
in Rome as Rome docs (apart from all other 
arguments), travellers, although seldom obliged 
to use their fingers as Turks do at their meals, 
ought strictly to adhere to this custom whilst 
amongst Oricntals. 

The Effendi, after his breakfast, which is 
generally a very good one, and is prepared 
by the careful hands of the fair ladies of the 
harem, retires into his seraglio for a couple of 
hours’ siesta, during the heat of the day. In 
this interval, if a Pasha, or 2 bosom-friend, or 
the devil himself were to appear, and ask of the 
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servants to sce their master immediately, they 
would reply that he was asleep in the harem, 
and that it was as much as their heads were 
worth to disturb him. 

At about .two p.m., the Effendi is again vi- 
sible. He then occupics his time in playing 
drafts, or reading a Turkish nowspaper. At 
four, he goes once more to the mosque, and 
thence procecds to the secluded garden, on the 
banks of the Orontes. Here several other Effen- 
dis ave sure to mect him, for it is their usual 
evening rendezvous. Carpets are spread; 
baskets of cucumbers and bottles of spirit 
produced ; and they drink brandy, and nibble 
cucumbers, till nigh upon sundown, Some- 
times cachouks, or dancing boys, dressed up in 
gaudy tinsel-work, and musicians, aro intro- 
duced, for tho entertainment of the party, By 
nightfall, every individual has finished his two 
—some, more—bottles of strong aqua vite, and 
they return homewards, and dine—and dine 
heartily. Coffee is then introduced, but 
nothing stvonger—as they never drink spirit 
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or wine after their evening monls. The nine 
o’clock summons to prayer, resounds from the 
minaret, and nine minutes after that, the lffendi 
is fast asleep, and nothing under an carthquake 
would bring him forth from the harem again, 
till he rises simultaneously with the syn next 
day. 

It may be safely stated that the whole of the 
wealth yielded by the rich and fertile soil of 
Antioch, and the villages under its jurisdiction, 
is divided between its Ayans and Effendis. The 
chief among these, Musoud Effendi, is said to 
possess upwards of one hundred mulberry 
plantations, which, in silk alone, yield him a 
revenue of about fifleen thousand pounds por 
annum. Hadgi Halif Aga ranks next to Musond 
Effendi. He is descended from a renegade 
Jew, and possesses all the natural cunning of his 
ancestors, by which he has greatly augmented 
the influence and power arising from his social 
interest and position. 

The Governor of Antioch, however talented 
he may be, and however determined to support 
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his authority and the dignity of his post, is 
considered a more cypher, and is litle more 
respected amongst tho population of Antioch ; 
for, apart from the cortainty of his being sooner 
or later bribed over to the party of some in- 
fluential Ayan, the Mogilis, or Council, being 
composed of the various Effendis, whose policy 
it is to act en masse, as it were, pull together, 
and he can never hope to carry any measure into 
effect which would be injurious to their private 
interests. 

These Ayans are thirteen in number, all 
more or less rich and influcntial, and the 
greater part of the population may be said to 
can their bread directly or indirectly in their 
employment, or service ; for amongst them is 
divided the whole of the territorial possessions, 
from Jesser il Haded on the ono side, to the 
villages of Sucdia, Bilias and Cassab on the 
othor—all land in a high stato of cultivation, 
producing wheat, barley, and other grain, or 
laid out in mulborry plantations for the rearing 
of the silk-worm. - 
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I believe that if the title-deeds of many of 
these Effendis were examined, the Sultan’s 
Government would discover that the revenue 
has been defrauded to a considerable oxtent, 
and that if their hourly transactions with the 
Custom-house officers and other local au- 
thorities were strictly investigated, defalcations 
to a considerable amount would be found as to 
the actual amount of excise which they pay to 
the revenue. The peasantry on their estates 
labour twelve hours in the day, and at the 
expiration of twelve months, find themselves, 
instead of being any the better, indebted to their 
iniquitous landlord. The vast, improvements 
and ameliorations that have been effected under 
the present enlightened Sultan’s sway havo, 
however, reached even Antioch, though they 
are not yet carried out to any oxtent. 

The system of extortion and villany practised 
by the Ayans commences as follows :—some 
poor destitute man, with a wifo and family to 
support, is secking, as ho best can, to carn 
some means of livelihood. A charitable Ayan 
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takes pity on his condition, and offers to employ 
him as a servant, cithcr to tll the ground, or to 
rear the silk-worm, and reel its produce into 
silk. In either case, as he is in great distress, 
the Ayan very consideratcly advances some two 
or three hundred piastres, at the average rate of 
interest of from thirty-five to forty-five per cent, 
and which is to bo repaid at the season of 
harvest, not in specie, but in produce, and the 
value that this produce shall be sold at, is 
before-hand stated and contracted for; and the 
very lowest marketable price is fixed upon, The 
terms which landholders and the cultivators of 
the land agree upon is, two-thirds of the pro- 
duce for the amaster, and one-third for the 
labourer, The quantity of silk-worms allotied 
to the care of one man is genorally calculated to 
produce, in good seasons, between threo and 
four rotolos of silk—as a medium, say threo-— 
consequently the labourer has one rotolo of sillx 
to iis share, which at the best of times will 
hardly produce two hundred piastres, It is, 
therefore, evident that he has no means of re- 
c3 
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paying the original loan, and the most he can 
do is to pay the interest, and that even cripplos 
his resources so tremendously—frugal as may 
be his wants—that he is necessitated to borrow 
again for the support of his family, The debt 
goes on increasing, the means of disbursing it 
become more and more difficult, and in the 
course of a few years the wretched man and 
his wife, and his sons and daughters, are in 
point of fact serfs and slaves to the Ayan. 
That the power he thus possesses is abused, and 
in some instances to an infamous extent, there 
can be, little doubt, considering the depraved 
nature of the man, and his natural hatred to all 
who may chance to profess any creed but his 
own. This is almost invariably the case with 
the peasants, who are principally Christians and 
Fellahs—no real Turk is ever found in so 
debased a position. 

Tt is worthy of note, that the very money 
advanced by these Ayans to their peasants is 
borrowed from the European and native 
merchants of Aleppo and Antioch, at almost 
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as exorbitant an inicrest as that upon which 
they advance sums to their unfortunate peasants ; 
for, as I have already stated, there are none 
who can muster courage to extract money from 
their well-filled coffers; and they pledge the 
bangles and jewels of the women rather than 
touch their own stores, redeeming them a 
month or two after the harvest, when they 
receive their regular revenue. To those with 
whom he has no money transaction, the Effendi 
is agrecable and gentlemanly in his manners ; 
and somo of them are very intelligent. 

It is not an uncommon thing, on a fine 
moonlight night during the summer months, 
to see a large réunion of the Effondis and 
Ayans of Antioch at some temporary café 
orecled on the banks of the Orontes; where, 
indolently reclining upon carpets and against 
cushions, they swallow with eager cars the 
romantic and wild tales of the professional 
story-teller. The Syrian story-teller is like a 
travelling actor, continually strolling from village 
to village, and town to lown, throughout the 


36 SYRIA, PALESTINE, AND 


Turkish dominions, and repeating the same jests, 
and going through the same gesticulations, 
night after night, to a crowd of fresh listenors. 
His tales ave new and amusing to overy one 
but himself; to himself they have, from constant 
repetition, become odious, and as threadbare 
as the old cloak on which he is seated. One 
of the Ayans with whom I was intimately 
acquainted, insisted on my accompanying him 
one fine evening to listen to the narrations 
of a celebrated tale-teller. I went with him 
very much against my own inclination, expecting 
fully to be prosed to death by some droning, 
miserable creature, I was agreeably surprised, 
however, for the man was cloquent and amusing ; 
and his story of tho “ Jester’s Retaliation on 
the Caliph” excited so much inerriment, that 
I will venture to present it to the reader, 


THE JESTER’S RETALIATION ON THE CALIPH. 


“Many years ago, there dwelt in the great 
city of Bagdad a poor man, the son of a 
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shepherd, who tended his flocks by the banks 
of the Tigris. In course of time, the poor 
man’s father died, and theson became shepherd 
in his stead. As a natural consequence on finding 
himsclf his own master, with an almost bewil- 
dering income for an Avab bachelor, he very 
shortly afterwards took unto himself a wife, 
who was a comely girl and pleasant to look 
upon ; and the male issue of this alliance was the 
hero of this tale, Achmet the Joster. The 
child was born with a smile upon his face, and 
a sharp acute leer in his cye, and began to juke 
before he had cut his teeth. 

“Tn those good old times il was the practice 
at the Caliph’s Cowt to employ jesters, as a 
kind of animal necessary to digestion and goud- 
humour; and upon the sare principle that 
the Caliph bought a horse to ride when 
he wanted exercise, he bought a jester by 
whose wit he might be made merry when dull 
and weary. The Caliphs were not over par- 
ticular in the method of oxtracting mirth from 
the Court’ jesters. Thoy made thom dance 
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upon hot bricks to sharpen their intellect, whilst 
the bricks made them caper to Lhe great amuse- 
ment of beholders. 

“ After these practical jokes, the jesters were 
wont to lie at death’s door for weeks and 
months together ; and then the more humane 
feclings of the Caliphs were brought into play, 
and they daily heaped presents on them, and 
sent their most experienced hakims to look 
after the invalids, threatning them with imme- 
diate destruction if they failed in cwring their 
sufferings, More than one instance has occurred 
during the sway of the Caliphs of a wretched 
doctor being presented with a silk cord, where. 
with he was politely desired to strangle himself 
off-hand, as he had been unsuccessful in some 
hapless yictim whoso skull had been seared 
through and through, by the application of 1 
red-hot iron diadem, 

“Tt may be easily conceived, that with such 
alarming preecdonts no man possessing one 
grain of that uncommon sense termed common 
sense, would voluntarily expose himself by 
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witty cbullitions to the chances of boing exalted 
to the unenviable post of Court jester; but 
the post was not an optional one, all being 
more or less serfs and slaves under that 
despotic sway, and any man convicted by the 
mouths of two or three witnesses of having 
been guilty of a succession of good jokes, was 
instantly conveyed to the palace, richly enrobed, 
and metamorphosed from a looby into a 
courtier. 

“ Such had been the fate of the jester Achmet ; 
but he had been born under a fortunate star, 
and his tongue was the pen of a ready writer. 
If words failed him on the spur of the moment, 
his hideous contortions of limb and visage 
neyer did; so thet he rose pradually, but 
steadily, to be a universal fuvourite at Court. 
As such he had amassed considerable riches 
at Bagdad; and had not his serfdom bound 
him to his royal patron, he would havo :etired 
into private life, and devoted himself for the 
vemainder of his days to peace and quictude. 
He infinitely preferred cracking walnuts to 
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jokes ; but he had become so indispensable 
an item of the every-day comforts of the 
Caliph, that all hopes of liberation wero vague 
indeed, and depended apparently on but one 
alternative—his own or. the Caliph’s death, 
He was decidedly in favour of the latter event ; 
and was daily expecting its occurrence, but, 
alas! hope deferred maketh the heart sick, 
and hearts in this state grow desperate and 
uncontrollable, 

“Whilst in this state of mind, Achmet 
underwent a very severe trial. One cold 
winter's day—for in Bagdad, scorching hot 
though the summers be, the winters are often 
intensely cold, and the thermometer fulls many 
degrees below zcro—the Caliph in his ride 
through the city chanced to observe a pond of 
water in a half-thawed, half-frozen condition. Jt 
immediately struck him that it would be capital 
fun to have the jester immersed in this water, 
and then left to dry as ho best could on its 
muddy banks. The unfortunate Achmet was 
accordingly sent for, and the Caliph, who was 
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as generous as he was wicked, informed him 
that if, after being immersed in this stream, 
he should permit his clothes to be dricd by the 
sharp north wind then blowing, without evinc- 
ing any outward symptoms of suffering from 
cold—such, for instance, as knocking together 
of knees, or chattering of tecth—he would 
bestow upon him, in addition to his imme- 
diate liberation from servitude, one thousand 
aldins in gold. Too eagerly did the man, who 
had oft-times literally gone through fire and 
water in the discharge of his every-day duties, 
jump at this most liberal offer, and the bargain 
was struck, a stipulation being added that 
Achmet should not oven so much as look at a 
blazing fire whilst undergoing the freezing 
ordeal, 

“To was well dipped, and then drawn 
through tho freezing purticles of water, yet 
he mantully withstood tho trial, and not so 
much as a tremor escaped him, The Caliph 
was on the point of declaring him victorious, 
when, the unfortunate jester chancing 10 look 
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up, his atiention was attracted by the blazing 
apparition of a fire-balloon, which had chanced 
to ignite in the air thousands of yards off. 
The many sycophants that surrounded the 
Caliph instantly declared Achmet a loser, as 
imagination, they said, was so powerful, that 
the very sight of the distant conflagration was 
sufficient to impart to him a genial heat, Re- 
monstrance was vain, and Achmet, overwhelmed 
by the disappointment, was carricd to bed de- 
lirious. 

“Winter had como and gone again, and the 
birds were carolling in thé glorious spring- 
tide noon, when Achmet, who had not long 
been liberated from the bed of sickness, once 
more appeared, fecble and suffering, in the 
presence of his royal master, 

“Caliph, defender of the faithful and de- 
scendant of the Prophet,’ said Achmet, ‘I have 
long been thy faithful and loving slave, and 
thou hast been to me as the sun is to the 
earth wo tread upon, after winter's cruol sway. 
Under the shadow of thy greatness have 1, 
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from being a worm that crawled upon the earth, 
become a butterfly, fit to flutter amongst thy 
royal courtiers. But Allah has deereed it, that 
all things created must sooner or later come to 
an end, and I am grown old in wickedness and 
sorrow, and I fecl that my days upon carth 
have been nearly meted out. Wherefore, O 
Caliph, I would pray, to the cnd that the 
shadow of honour may rest upon my grave 
when I am numbered with the faithful and 
truco believers, that thou, O mighty potentate, 
he pleased to condescend to honour thy slave 
with thy imperial presence in the gardens which 
thy bountiful hands have bestowed upon him, 
and partake of such humble fare as the first- 
lings of my flocks and the best fruits of my 
gardens can combine to set before thee,’ 

“The Caliph cheerfully granted the prayer of 
his jester, and at the appointed time was scen 
reclining on a humble carpot, smoking and 
waiting as patiently as though he were the 
humblest of men, for the repast to be served. 
At longth, however, hunger began rather to rufile 
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his good temper, which Achmet percciving, 
sought to appease him by assurances that in 
a very few seconds the repast must be ready. 
Meanwhile, he humbly suggested that a walk 
through the grounds might serve to divort the 
Caliph, and agreeing to this, the royal party 
proceeded to inspect the beauties of the garden. 

“Fine fruit-trecs were abundant, but these 
were plentiful and common in every garden of 
Bagdad. At length, they came to a palm-tree, 
extremely straight and tall, which arrested the 
Sultan’s attention, as well as his progress, Palm- 
trees are plentiful at Bagdad, but in a little 
candlestick at the foot of this particular treo, 
the Caliph observed a miserable little wax 
candle, lighted and burning feebly in the glaring 
light of day. 

“What means this, Achmet?’ asked the 
Caliph, rather tartly of his slave. ‘Is this an 
emblem that thou too art become an infidel or a 
gour ?? 

“Neither, your Highness,’ replicd the jestor. 
‘This candle mercly indicates the position of 
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my kitchen, and if the Caliph will condescend 
to gaze upwards lowards the lofty branches of 
the tree, his mightiness will perccive that the 
pots and pans in which our mid-day repast is 
cooking, are suspended in regular order.’ 

“Tdiot ! shrieked the enraged and hungry 
despot, ‘Art thou fool enough to suppose 
that the sickly light of this wretched taper can 
impart any heat to vessels suspended so high 
above it in the air?’ 

“ «Sire, meckdy replied the jester, ‘your 
Highness tanght me to know that the warmth 
of a burning balloon mauy thousand yards 
above my head, was all-sufticient to dry the 
damp and cold garments hanging on my back, 
when T had been dragged through tho frozen 
pond; and I therefore presumed that the warmth 
of this taper would be all that was requisite to 
cool ow breakfast, especially as fuel is expen- 
sive, and hard to be got at this season,’ 

“This retort so pleased the Caliph, that he 
not only geve poor Achmet his immediate 
liberty, but bestowed upon him the originally 
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promised aldins of gold; and they say that to 
this day there are nono wealthict in Bagdad 
than the descendants of the witty and coura- 
geous jester Achmet.” 

Antioch is, beyond dispute, the cheapest place 
in the world, as well as one of the healthiest ; and 
if it were not for the ragged little boys, who hoot 
at every stranger, and throw stones ut his door, 
annoying you in every possible way, I should 
prefer it, as a place of residence, to any spot 
I have visited in Europe, Asia, Africa, or 
America. 

My house was of perfectly new construction, 
well planted, and well situated, and proof 
against water, as well as wind. I had fowr 
rooms—a  sitting-room, a dining-room, a 
bed-room, and a dressing-room. I had a 
walled enclosure of about eighty fect square, 
where roses and gevaniums vied in beauty with 
jessamincs and lilics. "There was also a poul- 
try-yard, a pigeon-house, stables for three 
horses, a store-house, a kitchen, and wu ser- 
vants’ room. I had in the garden a grape-vine 
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(muskatel), a pomegranate-tree, a peach-tree, a 
plum-tree, an apricot, and a China quince ; and, 
in addition to all these, a fountain "perpetually 
jotting wp water, and a well, and a bathing- 
room. For all this accommodation, I paid 
threo hundred and fifty piastres—about three 
pounds stcrling—and this was a higher rent 
than would be paid by any native. Of course, 
the house was unfurnished, but furniture in the 
East is seldom on a grand scale: a divan, half a 
dozen chairs, a bedstead, a mattress, a looking- 
glass, a table or two, and half a dozen pipes, and 
narghilies are all one requires. Servants cost 
about three pounds a head per annum, Seven and 
a half pounds of good mutton may be had for a 
shilling. Fowls—and fat ones too—twopence 
each. Fish is sold by the weight—thirteon 
rotalos for a beshlik, or about seventy pounds 
weight for a shillmg. Eels—the very best 
flavoured in the world—three halfpence cach, 
As for vegetables, whether cabbages, lettuces, 
des asperges, celery, watereresscs, parsley, beans, 
peas, radishes, turnips, carrots, cauliflowers, and 
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onions, a pennyworth would last a man a weels, 
Fruit is sold at the same rates; and grapes cost 
about five shillings the horse-load. Game is 
also abundant. Dried fruits and nuts can be 
obtained in winter, In fact, living as well as 
one could wish, I found it impossihle—house- 
rent, servants, horses, board, washing, and wino 
included—to exceed the expenditure of forty 
pounds per annum. 

Under these circumstances, it may appear 
marvellous that many Europeans, possessed of 
limited means, have not made Antioch their 
temporary home; but every question has two 
sides, and everything its pros and cons. The 
cons, in this instance, are the barbarous chin 
racter of the people among whom you live; the 
perpetual liability of becoming, at one instant’s 
warning, the victim of some fanatical émeuie ; 
the small hopes you have of redress for (he 
grossest insults offered ; the continual intrigues 
entered into by the Ayans to disturb your , 
peace and comfort ; the absence of many of tha 
luxuries enjoyed in Europe ; the want of socjoty 
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and books, and the total absence of all places of 
worship, which gradually crcates in the mind a 
morbid indifference to religion, and which 
fecling frequently degenerates into absolute 
infidelity. It is better to choose with David 
in such a case, and say, “1 would rather be a 
door-kecper in the house of the Lord than dwell 
in the tents of iniquity.” 

Tn the vicinity of Antioch the oultivation of 
the sugar-canc is carried on to some extent, 
With alittle attention, it might be brought to 
perfection, and become a source of wealth to 
the country. At present, it is of an inferior 
quality, and merely cultivated to satisfy the 
cravings of the feminine and infantile portion 
of tho inhabitants. 

“Amongst the mins worthy of note, may be 
enumerated the primitive Christian Church, in 
which Paul and Barnabas preached, and in 
which the modern pastors of the Greek and 
Gatholie religions perform grand mass af stated 
seasons, and on certain holidays of the year. 
There are several very fine old aqueducts, which 
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in former times led the pure wators from the 
seven fountains of Daphno into the very heart 
of the town, and the principal gate built over 
the road leading towards Aleppo is a very 
ancient building, and is now distinguished as 
Bab Bulos, or St. Paul’s Gate. 

On Fridays there is always a fair held in the 
principal market of Antioch, which is invariably 
woll attended and well stocked. Hee, if a 
judge of horseflesh, one may pick up a capitol 
animal for two or three pounds, servicenhle 
and not ill looking. As for poultry, I have 
purchased a dozen young cocks (they seldom 
sell hens) for less than sixpence, 

The liquorice plant grows wild in the country 
about Antioch. Sylla Marittinia, or the squill, 
1s nso abundant, and in 1849 it was discuverad 
that the sarsupatilla plant was not unfrequently 
met with. 

Antioch, as regards its import trade, is, as T 
have before mentioned, entirely dependent upon 
Aleppo. Jewish merchants have agents estab- 
lished hee, who retail the guods at an exorbitant 
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price, or barter them for silk or olive-oil, All 
Ewopean articles are extromely costly, and none 
more so than European clothes. After the 
mousoom, or sill scason, numaous cmissaries 
from pettifogging French and Italian traders 
established at Aleppo, make their appearance at 
Antioch, armed with authority to make pur- 
chases of silk to a limited extent, and these 
knaves practise the most cruel frauds on the 
unfortunate peasants. My friend, the Catholic 
piiest, is generally in tho height of his glay 
about this peiiod, for most of these Aleppine 
clerks are in conscience necessitated to have 
frequent confessions and absolutions, which 
yield a small revenue to the poor old padre. 

The oxport trade of Antioch is very limited, 
except as regards piain, So long as the fice 
importation of wheat into Europe is permitted, 
there is small doubt that Antioch will reap 
atich harvest from this commodity, A few 
bad gall-nuts and some sessame-sced are an- 
nually exported. 

The Christions inhabiting Antioch are a 
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humble, unoffending race; poor, and hard- 
worked, yet good-tempered, and willing to 
oblige, They make very faithful and excellent 
servants, and the height of their ambition is to 
serve a European I had one who was with 
me upwards of four years, and I never met 
with a more honest or more attached servant. 
They never cease praying that the minarets of 
Antioch may fall upon the Turks’ heads, and 
that the Christian temple may rise and flourish 
again under the English sway, , 

The British have an agent at Antioch, one 
Michael Adib, who is far from popular, He 
has, indeed, been ojected from the Council- 
chamber of the Turks, on more than one 
occasion by a Mutzellim or Effendi; and has 
been obliged to put up with the affront, An 
Englishman, or British subject, getting into any 
trouble, has to look to this individual for pro. 
tection and assistance, and, of course, has to 
wish he may get it, : 

The population of Antioch, after the cholera 
of 1848, was reckoned at about seventeon 
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thousand souls; of which fourteen thousand were 
Turks; fifteen hundred Ainsairees ; and fifteen 
hundred Christiens. There are in tho city no 
less than fiftcen mosques and only one Christian 
church ; thonghit was here the name of Chris- 
tian was first applicd, and first assumed. 

The cel-fisherics are very extensive, and some 
of the ddpdis are in the most delightful situa- 
tions on the banks of the river. Here pic. 
nic partics daily meot to discuss fresh eels, 
made in veritable patdé-gras by a baker who 
has wisely speculated in building an oven in 
the neighbourhood. 

Antioch from its central position, its proxi- 
mity to the sea, its great salubrity and the 
resources it affords for enriching the country, 
ought to be the capital of Syria, instead of 
being suffered to remain a ruined and neglected 
town. What a ficld does it nol offer io enter. 
prizo and industry! how sich would be the 
harvest yielded to the labourer | and how super- 
abundant its supply of every luxury and comfort 
that a people could desire, I must confess that 
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I hate to see a country so systematically laid 
out, and so overburthencd with cultivation, as 
the country between Ostend and Bruges is. 
There is no variety there in the landscape. 
It is always a field, a dyke, a duck anda drake ; 
more fields, more dykes moe drakes and more 
ducks; but m Antioch, there could not, were 
it even biought into the highest state of cultiva- 
tion, exist a like monotony. Heie are moun- 
tams that shall ever stand fast; rivers that 
no human power can stop in their progress. 
And the hills and the valleys, the river and 
the lake, though ever the same, avo continually 
presenting new features to the oye, as clouds 
more 01 less obscwe, the sun’s tints upon the 
earth. Here can a man in tho fulness of his 
heart and in the purest truth and sincerity 
exclaim: “O Lord! how manifold are thy 
works ; in wisdom hast thou made them all: 
the earth is full of thy riches,” 
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CHAPTER IIL. 


Suedia—An English philantlopist in the East— Mag- 
nificont gmdens— Winter sports —The seasons— 
Oppressed peasantry—~The silk-wo1m—Gathering of 
the silk—-The harvest—The vintage—The ancient 
Sileucia—Daphne’s cataracts—Mr, Barker's giave. 


Two hours and a half ride from Antioch, 
through a country that is a porfect paradise 
npon earth, but over the most exccrable and 
detestable road, brought me to the ancient 
Sileucia, Famed in olden history as the 
emporium of Eastern commoree and as a port 
unequalled for safe harbourage, Suedia is 
celebrated in our own days as having been 
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the residence and favourite retreat of the. late 
John Barker, Esq, formerly her Majesty's 
Consul-General in Egypt, equally eminent. as 
a philanthr opist and a Christian gentleman. 

Suedia, or, as it is termed by the Syrians, 
Zectoonli, embraces 2 wide range of mulberry- 
gardens, extending over a space of ten miles by. 
three, and containing a scattered and mixed 
population, equal, if not exceeding in number, to. 
that of Antioch. The village is spread chiefly 
upon the banks of the Orontes, and running | 
parallel with the beach, which forms a boundary. y; 
to the: waves of the Sileucian gulf, where ‘the. 
Orontes ends her course, and nature has scattered : 
around her. choicest gifts. 

It would require the pon of an. inspired, 
writer -. to describe in adequate colours’ ‘this 
garden of Eden. ” Mulberry, lemon, nnd 
orange-trees: form an uninterrupted succession 
-of ‘gardens, surrounding: picturesque littlo ¢ i. 
tages, each one eclipsing the other in neatness 
and: beauty ¢ of situation. The peasants: th ; 
selyas. are hale, © “robust, and. stur dy-looking 
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men; the children are rosy und: healthy ; and 
the women. beautiful, innocent, and happy. 
Each stops, asa stranger passes, to. make x 
bashful salute, and bid him welcome to their 
country, This is what I never met elsewhere ; 
and it was very pleasing to find uncivilised and 
uneLEnE Arabs so polite and cour teous. There 
is,’ in’ fact, nothing that a ‘native of "Suedia 
will hot do to vender & sojourn amongst the 
‘agreeable and pleasant. They are a simple 
people, and as simple in their habits as in their 
character. The sun teaches them when to 
rise, and darkness when ‘to seck their ‘beds, 
‘They Tabour for ‘subsistence ; they. sleep ; for 
‘refreshment ; they Iaugh with the morry, ‘and 
: weep with” the afflicted: Their . simple old” 
pastor, in “thelr vonerable | rustic church, ‘has: 
pointed” out to them. from’ childhood how. 
Feat ‘is "sin—how arniable virtue 5 and ‘thoy. 









Bye will: detect and punish sins hidden to ‘met, 
as a purely as fa fences will’ tail Sage 
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district. Thus they live happy in their innocenee, 
and in each other, and almost void of offence 
towards God and man; a meet people to in- 
habit a country like that they dwoll in. 

To this quict retreat, Mr. Barker, after 
zealously serving his King and country for a 
long poriod of years, retired, on quitting Ngypt, 
to enjoy in seclusion the pension awarded him 
by the Government, and devote the remainder 
of his days to the peaceful pursuit of agriculture. 
Few men could better appreciate the rich gifts 
Nature had lavished on this spot. A. perfect 
botanist, and skilled in agriculture, his time and 
income during a period of nearly twenty yonrs, 
were spent in promoting every improvement in 
the cultivation of the soil; and many have 
grown vich, directly ov indirectly, from the 
methods of tillage introduced into the country 
by Mr, Barker. 

On taking possession of his wife’s landed 
inheritance, Mr. Barker’s first steps were to 
erect an edifice becoming his means and 
station, and one that would vender his sojown 
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in the country agrecable to himself and his 
family, and the many friends and strangurs, 
who delighted in visiting him, remaining his 
guests for days, weeks, and, in some instances, 
months. ‘There was no mistake as to the 
genuino hospitality of the worthy host. His 
words of welcome were truth itself; and the 
warm cordiality of his excellent heart was felt 
in the firm grasp of his hand. ‘ Sir,” he has 
said to me on more than one occasion, “it is 
the traveller who confers a favour upon me by 
remaining, and giving me the benefit of his 
society, provided he be a man that is at all 
sufferable. Some few, I must own, have stayed 
longer than myself or my family could have 
wished, but they have been very few.” ‘A 
porfect gentleman, an accomplished scholar, 
a sagacious thinker, a philosopher, and philan- 
thropist, people wondered how so great © heart 
could content itself to romain in a place like 
Suedia, I had the honour to be on intimate 
terms with him during my two years’ residence 
in Suedia, and I learned to love and respect 


for..henevolence, presented. itself. :,.Eo 
~and how well ‘his charitable disposition exerted 
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him: so; niuch, ‘that. Swhen:: he: - dice 
years and honow, T felt.a ‘void in. my. sat to 





‘which. T still xecur with.tho dleopest. regrets. 


My. Barker’s main object i in life was to: confer. 
benefits upon his suffering neighbours, «.: Ho’ 
knew how: much misery “and wretchedness, was, 
to be every day met with in England, and’ how 
incompetent were his means, all-sufficient though 
they were for his own ‘wants, to relieve, such. 
distess; but in. Syria a more available field: 








“itself may be imagined, when I-say that out. of 


more than-six thousand inhabitants, ‘there is-not. 


“one who. does not to this day bless the menoty.. 


of: the good man, who .through so. many, years 
was the friend of all. I ought to .add. that 
through fifty years of uninterrupted intercourse 


_with as many thousand people, he -never. made” 


one. enemy, but. was universally respeoted : ind 
beloved. 

The gardens of Mr.: Barker havo been long 
Gclebrated..for the quantity, variety, and’ cx. 
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“oollent: ‘quality, of their fruit. “* Inthe pices of 
‘ground | atteiched 0 his’ own private residerice, 
have plied. from the tree the: guava, ‘the 
‘sweot-ernnelled apricot,. the, Stanwick neotavine 
(for which the Duke of Northumberland * ob- 
tained. -forhim ‘a’ silver :medal), ‘the ‘sweet= 
“keornelled ‘peach, the shucarpara,..the celebrated 
‘apricot Damascus, ‘the: plaqueminia ; ‘kaki, 
‘the loquot or ‘nepolis japonica,. the: mandarin, 
“and the. Malta bload-orango ; in-short, the fruit 
of.overy country in the world, At Mr. Barker's 
eqtiost, I wrote,to Penang and China for seeds 
of some rare fruits and spices, which Colonel 
Butterworth and Sir George Bonham, had the 
‘kindness ‘to send me; and though. previously 
pr oduigod solely in those climes, thoy-have:since 
‘sprung. cup in: these ‘charming’ gardens, But 
alas | they. did: not ‘thus display themselves’ till 
the.-excellent  dld ‘man had “passed away, On 
the: demise: of Mr; Barker; the wwhole* of ‘his 
‘Tanded. property roverted. to his amiable and. 
kind! -hearted widow. 
"Besides. introducing” tho: finest fruit-trees: in’ 
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the world, and many rare ornamental trees, 
from the cuttings and graftings of which the 
whole of the gardens of Suedin have been 
supplicd, Mr. Barker greatly ameliorated the 
condition of the natives by obtaining from Italy 
regular supplies of the best silk-worm seed, 
which was then divided amongst them, Ori- 
ginally, tho silk produced was of a very inferior 
quality; i¢ has now become the finest in any 
part’ of the East, As for flowors, it was a 
perfect sight to sce the gardon attached to Mr, 
Barker’s house at any season of the year, oven 
in the dopth of winter, when the surrounding 
mountains wore covered with snow, and overy- 
where else vegetation had disappeared, thousand 
of Bengal roses and othor rare and beautiful 
flowers here presented tho appearance of por- 
petual summer. 

In the winter months the air at Sucedia, 
though sometimes excessively cold, is bracing 
and invigorating, Snow occasionally fills 
even on the lowlands, particularly towards the 
end of January. Then commences the season 
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for woodcocks, Mr, Edward Barker, our ox- 
cellont and talented Vice-Consul, is an inde- 
fatigable sportsman, and a crack shot, and 
would often fetch home eight or nine bace 
before breakfast. The only drawback during 
the winter is the wretchedly muddy state of the 
roads, or rather Janes, which separate the 
different cheftliks or mulberry plantations, and 
over which one must pass before arriving at 
the more olevated and dry ground, where 
riding, shooting, or walking becomes a delight- 
ful exerciso. Thus we Europeans passed the 
winter days at Suedia when it was not rain- 
ing. When it rained we stopped at home, or 
gathered round the fine old fire-place at Mr. 
Barker’s, The ladies worked, the gentlemen 
talked, or wrote or read; for al Suedia Hall 
there was o well-fwnished library, and, during 
the life-time of the old gentleman, all the best 
new publications were regularly sent him, as 
well as the newspapers, inchiding “ Galignani,” 
the “ Thustrated News,” and “ Constantinople 
Gazette.” There was plenty of food for literary 
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~palates j and, when we were tired of this, we 
promenaded up and down the fine ‘large halls, 
joined in: the merry games. of the children, or 
repaired to the organ-room, and listened. to’ 
music by Donizetti, Rossini, and Bellini. ‘The’ 
organ was unique of its kind, embracing a 
perfect orchestra of wind instruments, to which’ 
—one.could never grow tired of listening, On 
being wound up, it would play for half an hour 
without ceasing, and produced, in turn, over 
tures, waltzes, marches, quadrilles, . and’ - ey 
polkas.“ Only imagine the polka boing danced 
‘at Sileucia! “What would the Crusaders have | 
“said. to such an innovation ? "This organ, and | 
the room built for it, cost about. three’ hundred 
“pounds,” and new barrels could: be made al 





pleasure when desired. 

Spring brought us all the sweetest-sinelling, 
flowers, ‘from violets to tuberoses, and many 
delicious fruits, as strawberries and the nespoli 
Japonica, or Joquot and apricots. 

‘Sommer fanned us with cool’. sta ‘breezes, 
which: ‘one could inhale at will, lolling under the 
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shade of. some broad-spreading lofty tree, and 

reading of other lands and_ other days, The 

luscious melon, the nectarino, and the peach, now 

poured their’ abundance upon us, Autumn, 

with: almost cloudless skies, t" cllised the houses, 

. the gardens, the very hedges, with every variety 
of. the vine, bending with tlie weight of ripe. 
“grapes. Even winter had its harvest,; and. in 
the , coldest season the rare playqueminia ‘eal 
“yielded its fresh and inviting fruit, to vary the ; 
jnsipid flavour of preserves, 

The. natives are always industrious. In 
winter they stop at home and spin cotton, or 
weave coarse cloth for their own _consumption, 
Tn early spring, while attending to their other 
_avocations, they. hatch- the silk-worm cggs, by. 
carrying them. about, wrapped up in cloth, * 
under their arms... When the worms are. 
they are handed over to the women, © 
who feed them, and. their husbands, avd ocdu- 
“pied” in “gathering - leaves for. thom. As the 
» worm. grows larger ‘the labou t ones, and. by 
: the. time ‘that the co¢oon is for med, every. br anich 
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on every mulborry-tree has been lopped off 

the leaves have been devoured by tho worms, 
and the remains of the worms aro daily swept 
up and collected in an empty barn, where thoy 
remain till the approaching winter, whon this 
yather unsavoury material is used to feed the 
oxen with, a provision they devour with avidity. 
The sprigs and tender boughs aro dried and 
used for fences; tho'larger branches answer the 
purpose of firewood. 

There are some superstitions obsorvances, 
which aro strictly adhered to by the peasants em- 
ployed in rearing the silkworm. Thus, when 
the eggs are first hatched, the peasant’s wife rises 
up very early in the morning, and creeping 
stealthily io the master’s house, flings a picco of 
wet clay against the door. If the clay adheres, it 
is asign that there will be a good mousoum or silk 
harvest: if it do not stick, then the contrary may 
be expected. During the whole time the worms 
are being reared, no one but the peasants them. 
sclyos are pormitted to enter the khook or hut; 
and, when the worms give notico that they are 
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about to motnt and form their cocoons, then 
tho door is locked, and the key handed to the 
proprictor of the plantation. After a sufficient 
time has clapsed, and the cocoons are supposed 
to be well and strongly formed, the proprietor, 
followed by the peasants, marches in a kind of 
procession up to the huts, and, first dispensing 
a few presents amongst them, and hoping for 
good, to which they all reply, “Inshalla ! 
Tnshalla !—please God! please God,” the key 
is tuned, the doors thrown wide open, and the 
cocoons are detached from the battours of cane 
mats, and prepared for recling the next day. 
The wheel used for reeling is large and of 
rude construction. Tho fire is placed in an 
oven under the basin containing water, and 
which is made of coarse clay. The water gets 
hot, and the cocoons are thrown into it when 
boiling, and beaten with a little bundle of 
switches till the thread begins to detach itself, 
when the ends are carefully united and drawn 
gently towards a peg on the wheel, to which 
they are fastened. A woman sits ready to turn 
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the wheel, first slowly, thon with increasing 
velocity. The male peasant attends to the 
cocoons, knots the broken threads, and keeps 
stirring them up, supplying fresh cocoos con- 
tinually from a basket at his sido as any are 
reeled, His daughter is employed fetching 
water to keep the basin continually full; a boy 
feeds the fire, and there is always a spare hand 
to relieve the woman at the wheel. 

It is a fine sight at Suedia during tho nonth of 
May, when all these wheels are whirring merrily 
away. The peasants look happy and contented, 
and from morning to night are working and 
singing in all the glory of a fino spring day. 
About the end of the month, the mousown is 
completed, and the medium quantity of silk 
produced for market may bo reckoned at about 
seven hundred Turkish cantars, or threo hundred 
and ninety thousand pounds of silk, which 
selling at twonty thousand piastres per cantar’ 
yields a vetwn of somewhere near one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand pounds per annum, 

The silt mousoum is hardly over, ore the 


‘ 


ASIA MINOR. 69 


peasants are occupied reaping the grain harvest. 
The men reap, and the women and children 
glean. After the wheat harvest is past, all the 
gardens and grounds require to be ploughed, 
and towards the end of July everybody has 
occupation in the vineyards, which are plentifully 
spread on the surrounding hills. The grapes 
are gathered; and quantities are sont to the 
Antioch market daily for the consumption of 
the inhabitants, while a portion is converted 
into wine. Some is distilled into spirit; some 
is boiled down and becomes beckmaze, a kind 
of saccharine matter, very much resembling, 
only infinitely better than molasses, and the 
remainder of the vine crop is dricd as raisins, 
of which vast quantities are in demand, as the 
natives subsist almost entirely upon dried fruit 
and bread during their lengthy and oft-re- 
courting fasts. By October, the mulberry-troes 
have sprouted out again, and this time the 
branches are not lopped off; but the leaves are 
carefully gathered and given to the oxen and 
enttle, and then the peasant bethinks him of the 
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approaching winter, and takes the precwulions 
requisite for providing against the wants of man 
and beast. 

He knows to a measure how much wheat 1s 
required for his household, and adds a_litile 
more for the purposes of hospitality or charity. 
The women are busy making burgull, boiled 
wheat dried in the sun, and then ground to a 
substance like grits. Men are gathering olives, 
and extracting oil from some, and preserving 
the rest in salt and water. Tho sour pome- 
granate is boiled down into a substance, called 
nahr bekmaze, an acid much resembling the 
Indian tamarind, and made to serve for very 
much the same purposes, Enter a peasnnt’s 
hut about the middle of November, and you 
see him in the midst of all theso preparations: a 
mountain of onions is in one corner, round which 
are jars of various dimensions and ages, con- 
taining the household supply of oil, vinegar, 
wine, spirit, salt, butter, molasses, nahr bek- 
maze, olives in salt and water, and dried crear 
cheese. On strings that are stretched all across 
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the room, are hung festoons of dry red chilies, 
garlic, and mint. In a huge deal-box, with a 
monster padlock, the raisins and dried figs are 
safcly stowed, beyond the reach of the children ; 
and half the cottage is blocked up with fire. 
wood. In uncouth-looking baskets, covered 
with mud and lime, and which, in the dark, 
look like so many stout men, wrapped up in 
sheets, the wheat and barley, &c., are kept. 
The space left to be occupied by the family is 
not very extensive; but the floor is cleanly 
swept, and the mattresses are piled one above 
another all round the hut, and answer the 
purpose of cushions to lean against. A. sheep- 
skin or two is spread here and there, to serve as 
scats for the moro distinguished visitors. 

The sun has just gone down, and tho night 
is setting in chilly; so a glorious wood-fire is 
lit in tho fire-place, which imparis a pleasant 
warmth to all the hut. , The peasant and his 
family are seated in a circle, cating their oven- 
ing meal—the principal repast of the day—and 
which consists of a goodly pillauf, made of 


72 “SYRIA, PALESTINE, AND 


burgul, and garnished with divers pickles, with 
the addition perhaps of a little fried meat or 
fish. The two cats, and tho old dog, are quite 
distracted by the savoury odour of the fonst; 
and whilst waiting as patiently as thoy can for 
the share they are sure to obtain, the old cock, 
accompanied by his half dozen wives, stalks 
coolly in, and picking up grains of pillauf en 
route, goes to roost on the top of the pile of 
fire-wood. Tho repast is finished; the cows 
have been milked; and locked up with the rest 
of the cattle for tho night. The peasant has 
finished his evening pipe; the cottage-door is 
locked ; and darkness has scarcely set in, before 
the whole family give indisputable signs of 
their being fast asleep. 

Such is the every-day lifo of the peasant at 
Suedia—Christian and Fellah, with vory little 
variation. The Christians, who aro all of the 
Greek persuasion, observe rigidly thoir fast 
days and feast days; and on Easter Mondays, 
according to their calendar, the young men, or 
shebs, collect on the lawn before the house of 
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Muxi Elias Abdilmessiah, the chiof of the native 
residents, and the only native gentleman in all 
Syria in his principles and conduct. Mr. Elias 
witnesses the feats of strength gone through by 
these active youths, and awards gifts and prizes 
to the greatest adepts in the art of wrestling. 
Meanwhile all the pretty village girls, gaily 
dressed with wreaths of flowers on their 
head, assemble opposite to his house, and 
sing and dance in citcles for hours. Hadji 
Euphdokia, the wife of Mr. Elias, bestows on 
them sweetmeats and trifling presents. The 
Europeans residing at Suedia usually assemble 
at Mr. Elias’s on this occasion, and spend 
the whole day in his hospitable mansion, 
His wife was brought up almost entirely by 
Mrs. Barker, and possesses many of tho 
amiable qualities of her kmd preceptress. She 
has two daughters, Hadgi Mariam and Cattoor ; 
and one niece, Maroom, all most ladylike in 
their manners. They can bake, too, though 
they cannot brew, and have been brought up 
as excellent housewifes—a much better training 
VOL. Il BE 
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for women in the East than useless accom- 
plishmonts. 

The lions to be visited ly strangers at 
Suedia are, first, the ruins of the old port, 
called by the natives “Mogaiarh.” The old 
port is about two hours very pleasant ride 
from Snedia, over a fine hard soil, which, even in 
winter, is seldom muddy. Tho few traces that 
remain of its former grandcur are surrounded. 
by a village called Moghior, What was once 
its dock is now a swampy marsh, in which the 
natives fish for eeches. There is still, however, 
in its fragmentary ruins, evidence of its ancient 
magnificence. The gates aro plainly distin. 
guishable, and time has made but little imroad 
on its immense tunnel, a work marvellous for 
those days, which was constructed under the 
mountains for nearly a mile, for the purpose, it 
is presumed, of carrying into ihe sea the 
torrents of water which inundated the plains, 
when the snow melted on the mountains. At 
the same time, the pouring of this largo body 
of water into the sea, opposite the entrance to 
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the dock or port, answered another purpose, the 
force of the current preventing the waves 
from accumulating a sand-bank in the channel 
through which vessels entered. To this day, 
it is effective in carrying off the rain, and is 
consequently of great service to the neighbour~ 
ing villages, 

Near the port are the extensive ruins of 
the ancient city of Sileusia which must have 
been one of the handsomest and strongest cities 
in Syria, commanding a delightful and extensive 
view of the sea, and a land prospect of many 

’ miles extent. Here tumult are abundant, and 
many have been opened by enterprising travel- 
lers ; in some few cases successfully. Moghiar 
is warmer than Suedia, and better suited for 
the cultivation of exotic. The banana suc- 
eceds well here, but it had ouly been newly 
introduced, and [ left before the season for 
its yielding fruit arived. 1 am persuaded the 
mangostein would thrive admirably, if well 
attended to, for the few first years, during the 
winter, The guava-trees in Mr. Barker's 
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gardens have absolutely changed their nature, 
and got as it were acclimated. In India the 
guava never sheds its leaves; in Suedia during 
the winter it is as bare as a pole, and rebuds 
again with the first warmth of spring. 

The next place to be visited is the site of 
the pillar of Simon Stylites, This is about 
the same distance as the old port is from Sucdia. 
The road is rather stony and mountainous ; 
and when I had traversed it, I found the pillar 
lying upon the ground in several pieces. Jt 
was thrown down by some tremendous carth- 
quake. 

Daphne is the next claimant on the strangers 
attention. Beit il mai, or the home of water, 
as Daphne is called by the Arabs, is a lovely 
romantic spot, approached through a charming 
country the whole way from Suedia, and the 
road from Antioch abounds with picturesque 
details. Forest and mead, rivulets ond 
streams, succeed cach other, while wild roses 
and jessamine, the oleander and the myrtle, 
form hedges and impenetrable thickets. Natural 
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groves and bowers are seen in every direction ; 
and gaudy butterflics flit about in the air; birds 
sing amongst the branches of the trees, and 
the murmuring of the breeze through the poplar 
boughs, gives a peaceful charm to the picture. 
Gradually the voice of many waters swells 
louder and louder, and a turning in a rocky 
pass, brings you suddenly upon half a dozen 
cataracts foaming and roaring and rushing 
wildly down’ the little precipice, whence the 
waters pass into as many mills, and are lost for 
a time amongst the thick foliage of trees that 
grow up and amongst the chasms and ravines, 
but reappear in the distance like so many small 
rivulets. 

It is indeed a fairy-like scence; but the 
country around is inhabited by a population 
so wild and untameable, that few dare build 
their summer-houses near the spot, except some 
of the more influential Ayans of Antioch ; 
and these few, though well guarded, are oceas- 
sionally assassinated by the wild Fellah tribes 
that live in the inaccessible nooks of the neigh- 
bowing mountains. 
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There.now remains bul the modern country 
seats of the late Mr. Barker, which are well 
worthy of a day or two’s inspection. Huderbeg 
is an hom’s ride trom “Suedia Tiall” [It 
lies inland and is situated between two hills, 
on the banks of a small tributary stream which 
empties itself into the Orontes. This is a 
garden entirely devoted to fruits. ITere are 
China quinces, double the size of an ostrich 
ege, and teeming with rich and delightful 
perfume. The loquot succeeds best here, and 
so do certain sorts of nectarine and plums. 
There is a pretty little cottage in the contre 
of the garden, and a birky or reservoir of crystal 
water in front of it, Here I oneo placed my 
chair under the shade of a remarkable-looking 
tree, so remarkable that I was led to pluck 
some of the leaves and smell them, when, 
to my astonishment, I discovered it was a 
myrtle-tree, a thing I had never seen or heard 
of before in the whole course of my many 
wanderings. In fact, a common myrtle bush 
has by some extraordinary geniality of the soil, 
in the course of years become a stately tee, 
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blossoming and bearing white berries, of which 
latter the natives are extremely fond, and 
consider them a delicious fruit. 

There are many raro fruits to be found in 
this garden, and amongst other curious things, 
a bamboo bush, brought all the way from India. 
This, however, is evidently not in its proper 
sphere; for it is withering fast, and by this 
time I dare say has utterly decayed. 

Bitias, the favourite summer retreat of the 
Barker family, is two or three hours’ ride from 
Suedia, The road up is execrable, for you 
continue mounting the whole time over rather 
slippery gravel. Once arrived, however, { was 
well repaid for my trouble. Hore there is a 
fine summer-house full of accommodations; a 
garden overrun with delicious flowers; a beauti- 
ful jet of water which riscs nearly thirty feet, 
and has such foree that it sustains high up in 
the air the gaily-painted figure of 2 dancing 
Dervish, who keeps twirling round and round 
in a most diverting manner. The reservoir, 
in the centre of which the jet d’eau plays, is full 
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of beautiful gold and silver fish, and looking 
eastward from the clevation on which it stands, 
you have a bird’s-eye view as far as Antioch, 
and can clearly distinguish the ruined walls on 
the top of the distant hill. Bitias is celebrated 
for the salubrity of the air, and the excellence 
of its water. Myr. Barker’s house is built at 
the fountain-head of the very best spring, and 
the water is conducted into and through the 
house itsclf. Close to the door of entrance, are 
three handsome marble basins let into the wall ; 
here on turning a tap, the water flows plenti- 
fully. It is deliciously cool and grateful to the 
taste, and has another most rare and agreeable 
quality ; for if, after a hearty meal, you drink 
a cup of if, half an hour afterwards you begin 
to imagine that you have been fasting all day, 
and get so voraciously hungry that you would 
be ashamed to cat so heartily before others, were 
it not for the Iucky cirumstance that all are just 
in the same situation as yourself. 

There is a flight of steps leading up to the 
spring from which this delicious water exudes, 
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These steps come out amidst a labyrinth of 
sweetly-scented rosos at the cave in the rock, 
through which the little stream comes puling 
out, I was lost in admiration on first viewing 
this enchanting spot. Before me ran the 
crystal water; on my right were tho ruins of 
an old Armenian church (for all the inhabitants 
of Bitias, two thousand in number, are Ar- 
menians) ; on my left, the spring again, and 
at my fect that beautiful nook, where now lic all 
the earthly remains of the good old man who 
planned and constructed these gardens, calmly 
reposing in their soil 

Our estimable Vice-Consul, Mr. Edward 
Barkor, with his wife and family and widowed 
mother, are still residing on the estates at 
Suedia, and few travellers pass that way with- 
out partaking of the hospitable cheer of the 
worthy inmates of Sucdia Tall. 

Doctor Holt Yates, an English physician, has 
built a very handsome chateau on 2 well-chosen 
spot at Suedia. Latterly a fine silk-reoling 
factory has been erected by some English gentle- 

B38 
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man, the machinery of which was procured 
from Europe, and cost about fourteen hundred 
pounds sterling. If it is superintended by any 
person who understands the process, it cannot 
possibly fail to prove a most lucrative concern. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The Route to Aleppo—Scttng out—Gessir il Haded— 
The swollen 1iver—An Eastein ford — Gazelles— 
Dana—A knavish Sheik—Ride through the Passcs~—- 
Entrance to Aleppo—Bribing the custom-officer— 
The Gate of Beauty—The three quaters of the 
eity—Fortified Khans—Jewish festivals — Money- 
changers. 


T pape farewell to Suedia, and rode on 
towards the cxpital of Northern Syria. Aloppo 
is three days pleasant journcy from Suedia. 
The first stage is through Antioch to Gessir il 
Haded, a distance of about twenty-six miles, 
ar, as the Arabs calculate, eight hours’ journey. 
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The second stage is from Gessir il Haded to 
Dana, about the same distance. ‘The third and 
last is from Dana to Aleppo, a good ton hours’ 
ride, - 
I was up with the lark the day of my de- 
parture, but there was considerable delay and 
difficulty in assombling the mules and getting 
the muletecrs in action, as well as in putting 
my baggage in order. This consisted of a 
mattress, 2 camp-bedstead, two boxes, a hat-box, 
and a basket containing wine, bread, some cold 
meat, and other indispensibles. I thought 
everything was right, and got into my saddle, 
when two paper parcels and tho tobacco-bag 
were found to be missing; and down I got 
again, and lost half an hour before these 
valuables were brought to light, At last, every- 
thing was in its place, and 7 made a fair and 
final start. 

Birds wero singing swevily in the plantations, 
bees were humming busily from one sweet 
flower to another, and the air was scented with 
fragrance. I ascended briskly one side of the 
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mountain, and then cautiously stepped down 
the other, leavmg bchind Suedia and all its 
pleasures. Far in advance I saw Antioch, and 
continued along the serpentine banks of the 
river for a considerable distance. There is a 
little tributary sticam, called Karachai, which I 
was obliged to wade through before reaching 
Antioch, In summer it is an insignificant 
little rivulet, swarming with fish, something 
like Jampreys. In winter and spring, however, 
it is sometimes so swollen and rapid, that all 
intercourse between Sucdia and Antioch has 
been cut off for two or three days al a time. 
Wo passed through Antioch, nodding fa- 
miliarly, in our way through its streets, to many 
a well-known face, litherto, till we got fairly 
out of the environs of Antioch, our road was 
surrounded by the choicest mulberry and fruit 
gardens, but we diverged into endless plains of 
rich pasturage, skirting the winding river on 
cither side as far as the eye can reach, Some- 
times we came close to the banks of the river ; 
sometimes were a mile away. At last a little 
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white speck could be distinguished on the 
broad expanse. This gradually got lorgor as 
we drew nigh, and proved to be the ancient and 
celebrated bridge of Gessiv {1 TMaded, in Arabic 
signifying the “iron bridge.” It was here, and 
at this very spot, that the early followers of the 
Prophet, under the Caliph Omar, fought a 
pitched battle; and it was then, as now, called 
the iron bridge, a name which it owes to its 
position rather than to the materials of which it 
is composed, which are of stone. 

At Gessir i] Haded, owing to its being the 
only outlet from Antioch to Aleppo, there is 
always a relay of custom-houso agents. ‘The 
bridge is a very strong one, built of a single 
arch, and at its head is a strong gateway, over 
which © square room is built, with two windows 
on each side; and pass at whatever hour of 
the day you may, you will most surcly see a 
man stationed at each window, like an owlet 
on the look out. All beasts of burthen, 
camels, mules, &c., coming to or from Aleppo, 
here undergo q strict oxamination, and should 
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any one be caught smuggling, the whole of his 
horse-load is immediately confiseated. 

The plains around Gessir il Haded abound 
at all scasons with game, and that rare bird, 
the frankolin, is here more plentiful than in 
any other part of Syria. The sportsmen of 
Aleppo make up parties to mect here, and the 
worst shot generally manages to fill his bag. 

In February, the Orontes overflows these 
plains for a distance of some milcs, and even 
parts of the bridge ave under water. On one 
occasion { crossed the bridge when it was in 
this state. For three hours our horses were up 
to their haunches in water, and so perilous was 
the undertaking, owing to dykes and ditches 
in parts unknown to strangers, that we were 
compelled to have several villagers to act as 
puides, and each hurse had a man walking on 
vither side, to prevent its slipping, and being 
carried away by the current. 

The road from Gossir il Haded is oxtremely 
picturesque. For the first few hours we passed. 
over green hillocks covered with cattle, with 
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gipsy cncampments interspersed at intervals, 
Thon descending into the plains, I arrived at 
the new and thriving scttlement of Yengi Chice 
or “The New Farm,” a small settlement, as 
it were, formed by Osman Pasha of Aleppo 
in 1844, Extensive mulberry plantations now 
thrive here, and cotton-plants begin to yield 
a lucrative crop. One stately building, the 
residence of the Pasha’s Nazir, or Steward, rises 
in striking contrast to the small yet neat houses 
of the villagers, and in the clear rapid stream 
that flows close under the Nazir’s house, are 
swarms of fine-looking ducks and geese. Tra- 
vellers generally halt here to partake of some 
refreshment, and then proceeding, pass over 
extensive plains, and defile through a range of 
mountains, the sides and little valleys being 
highly cultivated by the Turcoman _ tribe. 
Towards evening we approached an old ruined 
town, parts of which, however, are in very good 
condition. Some of the beams laid across the 
houses are one entire picce of stone; and the 
different variegated stones of which the build- 
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ings themselves are composed, give them a 
singular appearance, 

After leaving this place, we passed several 
ruined towns and temples on the surrounding 
hills, oncompassing this fruitful valley ; and ever 
and anon disverned small herds of the delicate 
and dark-cyed gazelles, flitting rapidly across 
from one mountwin-side to another. 

About sunset we reached Dana, a consider- 
able village, peopled entirely by Fellahs, and 
where travellers usually alight at the sheik’s 
house. ‘This said sheik who is the greatest 
rogue in tho whole pashalik, receives Europeans 
with civility, because he can indnage to cheat 
them in procuring the requisites for the night's 
supper, wnd the morrow’s breakfast. He 
is also much addicled to pilfering, and if he 
can lay his hand upon a handkerchief, a pen- 
knifo, or a tobacvo-bag, be sure that your time 
is only lost in scarching for them ou your 
departure, This worthy, against whom I would 
caution all travellers, on once occasion of my 
partaking of his hospitality, haying secured 
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from me in advance, as he is wont, the current 
value of a fowl, which I had expressed a wish 
to have for supper, assembled sume of his 
neighbours to jo with him in lamenting over 
its fatness. “Why the fat,” said he, “is 
streaming from its side, Is it not a pity ?—did 
any one ever see a fowl like that sold to a 
Frank for two piastres ?’ The process of cooking, 
however, went on, and not a morsel did we 
leave for tho envious and ill-conditioned sheik. 
From Dana to Aleppo—our last day’s stage 
—the road was long and wearisome. In an 
hour after leaving Dana, we quitted the plains, 
and commenced ascending interminable rugged 
hills, the horse picking his pathway amongst 
massive pieces of rock, which threatened every 
instant to ‘break our knees, This kind of work 
continued for about three hows, when we fondly 
imagined that we had at length attained the 
very sumunit, and would now have to vide along 
a level surface till we should reach Aleppo. 
But we were shortly undeceived ; for, coming on 
a sudden descent, gradual, but apparently 
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endicss, we were alternately mounting and 
descending for a couple of hours longer. By 
this time the sun was scorching, and the stony 
and rocky ground over which we were travelling, 
emitted an almost tangible hot vapour— so 
hot that it nearly stifled us. At length, the 
highest point of the mountains was really 
gained ; and before us lay one uninterrupted 
plain as far as cye could reach, where, after a 
long, anxious look, we got at last a glimpse of 
the yet distant city. But we had stil to 
traverse the vast plain, so illusive in its dis- 
tances, and which, on that hot sultry day, when 
the earth was parched and the air scorching, 
so that it actually peeled the skin off our faces, 
scomed to have no end. At length, we pissed 
a camel, two or three donkeys, and an old 
man going home to Dana—~some faint indiva- 
tions thay we were nearing that famed city of 
Aleppo, though, in our despair, we had almost 
come to the resolution of dismounting and 
lying fat down on the seorchihg ground—so 
completely were we overcome with fatigue. 
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Still the deceptive horizon scemed as far off us 
ever, when suddenly we discovered, at the foot 
of a hill we wore approaching, the castle and 
city of Haleb, with its hundred minarets and 

‘fifty domes; its countless hummums, and 
endless houses, peeping over and under and 
through the celebrated bestans (gardens) of 
Kittab. 

The first person I met on nearing the gate 
of Aleppo was the Goomrokyce, or custom’s 
officer, and he instantly requested a buckshish, or 
present. I gave him a fow pinstres, and ho 
then suffered my luggage to pass unmolested. 
I next came upon a very fine house, which be- 
longed to Mr. Edward Barker, our Vice-Consul 
at Suedia, and occupies the best situation in 
Aleppo, This part is called Kittab, and the 
houses are suburban villas, belonging chiefly 
to gentlemen of Aleppo. I> passeg over a 
little bridge, and leaving the largo range of 
gardens to my left, arrived at the Bab il Farage, 
or Gate of Beauty—why so called I am at a 
loss to surmise ; for I never observed anything 
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in the gate itsulf to justify such a name; and 
the old women who sit there, perpetually 
hegging, are equally devoid of attractions. 

This gate is guarded by a subaltern and some 
twenty Turkish soldiers. The subaltern, except 
in the depth of winter, may be usually seen in 
his shirt sleeves, deeply engaged in investi- 
gating the contents of a basket of mulberries. 
The soldiers, all except the one actually on 
duty, are cither asleep on the stone benches, or 
amusing themselves by going through the 
sword exercise, to the delight and admiration 
of some young Turkish damsels, who are peep- 
ing through the trelissed windows of a house 
noxt door. 

On passing the Gate of Beauty, I was 
launched into the very heart of the busy hum 
ad bustle of Aleppine life. Grave old fellows 
in long amber and pea-green robes, with im- 
mense kalpaks on their heads, were trotting 
backwards and forwards on their sleck white 
donkeys. These kalpak-wearcrs are a select 
and privileged vace, licensed by the Sultan to 
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make objects of themselves in great tall caps, 
vastly resembling in form and size those worn 
by dunces at schools, This, however, exempts 
them from certain taxes and tithes to which 
other native Christians are subjected. 

Tf a traveller happen to be a stranger in 
Aleppo, he goes to the convent: if acquainted 
with the people, cither some hospitable friend 
insists on his taking up his abode with him, or 
he arranges for board and lodging with some 
native Aleppine family, and this last in my 
opinion is by far the best plan; for the 
Aleppines arc all polite and hospitable, and 
for a vory small ronumeration, delighted to 
receive Englishmen, and to entertain them with 
attention and civility, 

Aleppo may be said to be divided into three 
distincL quarters—Jedaida, that portion in- 
habited entirely by the native population, both 
Turks and Christians ; the Jewish quarter; and 
Kittab, in which the European families live. 
Kittab has only been built since the earthquake 
of 1822, and originally contained not more 
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than three or four houses, constructed expressly 
to provide against a similar misfortune to that 
just caused by the calamitous earthquake, 
Ié is now becoming very much enlarged, and 
contains some vory handsome modern struc- 
tures, one of the handsomest of which is the 
property of our worthy and hospitable Consul, 
Mr. N. W. Werry. 

The English, and other merchants, reside in 
town, or have their offices in the khans, 
strongly-built squares, situated in the centre of 
the town and amongst the bazaars, and pro- 
tected by massive gates, which would almost 
withstand the attack of a besieging amy. The 
Khan Halibia, or the Aleppine Square, is one 
of the handsomest and strongest. It is ap- 
proached through three bazaars, each of which 
has massive gates on cither side. Theso, in 
addition to the gates of the khans, form almost 
an impregnable barrior, Eyen if besiegers 
broke in through every obstaclo, the tenants of 
the houses situated in these khans have easy 
means afforded them for escape, as the flat 
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roofs of the lofty houses of the town have doors 
of communication between them, and if a 
marauder were searching a man’s house with 
the intention of cutting the master’s throal, he 
would searee have time to search one room 
before the object of his search would have got 
a mile away, by scrambling ovor terrades and 
vaulted bazaars. The Khan [lalibin has heen 
very inuch embellished by Signor Vincenzo 
Maveopoli, the wealthiest merchant and most 
charitable man in all Aleppo. One entire side 
of the square is occupied by the magnificent 
palace of this gentleman. 

There is a Jowish festival in the autumn, 
which is very religiously observed by the more 
wealthy Israelites of Aleppo, and tho season 
is scrupulously required to bo passed iv the 
open air, with no other canopy than the heavens, 
The climate, however, about this time is very 
changeable, and the nights so intensely cold, 
that the poorer Jews have been compelled to 
relinquish the ceremonial. Not so the wealthy, 
who have little wooden cabins covered in with 
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glass, so as not to intercept the vicw of the 
stars, at the same time that they protect them 
from all inclemency of weather. 

A day or two before the fenst, these little 
portable houses are brought forth from the 
magazines, where they have lain undisturbed 
for the previous twelve months, and the glass 
being well dusted, the wood-work freshly painted, 
and the whole carefully packed and placed upon 
mules, they are dispatched with the necessary 
furniture and appendages under the care of a 
faithful servant, to be erected on some chosen 
spot, which is generally a secluded one, and 
out of the beat and track of Christians and 
Turks. 

When the cabins are erected, they form a 
curious temporary Lebrew village, a village 
which springs up suddenly amidst a wild desola- 
tion, ‘and is for the space of three days and 
three nights inhabited by » population of nearly 
two .hundred men, women and children. A. 
vast quantity of Jambs are slaughtered, and 
other edibles prepared, which arc eaten “in 
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haste,” and a great many chapters of the 
Talmud are rehearsed by long-bearded Rabbis, 
with their heads covered and their shoes off. 
At night they le in bed gazing at the stars. 
When the three days and three nights have 
expired, the company of star-gazors como back 
to Aleppo, when it occasionally happens that 
some of the'old people have fallen into a state 
verging on apoplexy from excessive freding, 
and indigestion; and not a fow of the young 
men fall into a state of despondency, tn con- 
sequence of being separated’ from the damsels 
who were to them the chief attractions of the 
festival. 

In Aleppo monetary business can only be 
transacted four days in the week, On Thurs- 
day a banker gives you a cheque on a Turkish 
Seraf or money-changer ; you go to the money- 
changer’s on Friday, and, to your consternation, 
find the shutters up and the door closed, very 
alarming symptoms to a stranger. You hasten 
back to the banker, with dismay depicted in 
your countenance, half expecting to find that he 
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has shut up also; when, laughing at your 
trepidation, he informs you that you should 
have gone to the moncy-changer yosterday, 
as this is the Mahometan Sabbath, and con- 
sequently all business is suspended. However, 
he is so obliging as to give you a draft on 
a Jew, in licu of the other one, and recommends 
you to get it cashed at once. Loitcring about 
the bazaars, and attracted by many novel specta- 
cles, you quite forget all about the cheque till 
it is too late for business hours, and so go home, 
consoling yourself ‘with the idea that you have 
all to-morrow before you. The morrow arrives, 
and you are punctual this time, but the Jew’s 
office, like the Turk’s, is securely closed, and 
you begin to fear that you have fallen into some 
diabolicul trap, You go to the banker, and 
request an explanation, when you are reminded 
that Saturday is the Jew’s Sabbath; and Sunday 
being the Christinn’s, you must wait till Mon- 
day for your money. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Route from Latachian to Aleppo—Qeasir el Shoor—El 
Chaddir— Turkish Café—Tho *Muleteer’s home— 
Aleppo and ils bazaars—Asylum for cats—~Consular 
politeness—-Aleppine pic-nics—British morchants— 
General Bem—The call to prayer. 


On a former visit to Aloppo I had come 
direct from Latachia. Tho road, though far 
more tedious and Jonger than those from Sean ‘ 
deioon and Suedia, was extremely picturesque, ' 
and at that particular scason, the autumn, in> 
which I performed the journey, very agrecablo. 
The vineyards, which extended in ono yninter-' 
rupted line from Latachia to Gessir cl Shoor, 
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were laden with ripe fruit, which was offered 
for sale at little temporary stalls, erected at 
intervals of an hour’s distance from each other, 
and where also a profusion of melons, water- 
melons, cucumbers, and fresh goat’s milk could 
be procured. 7 

The first day’s stage, on going from Aleppo 
to Latachin, is a small Turcoman encampment, 
distant seven hours’ ride. This place has no 
other name than that of El Chadder, gr The 
Tents. Travellers pitch their own tents for 
better security; the shcik or head man of the 
encampment being responsible for their safety. 
The second day’s stage is Gessir el Shoor, 
distant cleven hours’ ride from El Chadder. 
After a hard day’s work, however, I was 
gratified by arriving at one of the prettiest 
villages in Syria, siluated on the banks of a 
beautiful river. Thoro I found a coffce-house 
in a delightful situation ; and thither I saun- 
tered to smoke a cool narghilch. In the interior 
of the café, the walls of which had been newly 
whitewashed and decorated in Oriental style, 
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my attention was attracted to what I supposed 
to be one of those gaily-coloured French daubs, 
jn narrow tinsel. frames, so much admired in the 
Levant, which generally bear such cuphonious 
inscriptions as Maria Theresa, Angelique, 
Céleste, &c, ‘Tho Turkish caffegee observing 
my eye on the picture, which was, in truth, 
the pride of his heart, took it down from the 
nail, and handed it to me for closer inspection, 
exclaiming with exultation, “ Mashalla peik Gu- 
zelle !—Praisc Heaven, how beautiful!” What 
was my surprise on discovering that it was a 
picture of the Virgin Mary, which this Moslem 
had picked up for a trifle at Alcppo, and 
brought away in triumph to this out-of-the-way 
village, there to adorn the walls of his café. 
The next stage from Gessir ol Shoor is 
twelve hours; a long and weary ‘ride, through 
lofty and precipitous mountains, At nightfall 
the traveller, fatigued and harassed, ¥eachos 
Daher l’el Cattergu, the muletcer’s home. This 
hospitable old Twk, who was my mulotcer, 
insisted on my stopping at his house during 
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the night, I remained there, and he feasted 
me upon the fut of the land. Though all the 
inhabitants of this village are Turks, they are 
by no means fanatical, and their women not 
only go unveiled, but fearlessly enter into con- 
versation with strangers. ‘This is owing, I 
“found, from the men being in continual com- 
munication with the Europeans both of Aleppo 
and Latachia; and the women and childron 
of this village often get a lift to both these 
places, when the mules happen to be going 
there unladen. [1 was as great a treat to them, 
as it might be to a farmer’s wife and daughters 
in Yorkshire to be brought up to London. 
The last stage is six hours’ casy riding, thus 
forming a total distance of thirty-six hours, from 
Aleppo to Latachia. 

The bazaars of Aleppo are thought to he 
the handsomest and best supplied in all Turkey, 
after Constantinople itself. They are all vaulted, 
and of vast oxtent, tempting the stranger to 
the purchase of many rare Eastern productions 
and manufactures displayed in them: for sale. 
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But the time to sec these bazaars to best 
advantage, is during the three nights of the 
festival of the Beiram, at which period they 
are brilliantly iuminatcd with various coloured 
lamps, and thronged by an immonse concourse 
of gaily-dressed people. The wholo bazaar 
smells of spiccs and rich perfumes, and some’ 
of the sweetmeats displayed for sale are both 
inviting to the eye and delicious to the taste, 
The cafés are then in the zenith of popularity, 
the best Aleppine musicians are performing in 
their best style, and the famous Hadjik Bashi, 
the Jullien and Weippert of Aleppo, astounds 
the assembled multitude with his noisy strains, 
executed on a cracked violin. 

I was surprised in my wanderings through 
the bazaars and streets, at tho frequent appear. 
ance of men staggering under weighty bags, 
filled as I found wilh cats and kittens of all 
ages and sizes. That the cats were alive was 
indubitable, as their cuterwaulling evinced ; and I 
could but surmise that the wretched animals 
were destined for the supply of some vile cook~ 
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shop, there to be sold to the hungry customers in 
the shape of the ever-suspicious sausage, or in 
Turkish stews. But I was quite mistaken, 
The destination of these cats was a mosque, 
which included a kind of hospital or poor-house 
erected for the bencfit of destitute cats, by some 
charitable and wealthy Mussulman of Aleppo, 
who had not only gone to the expense of build- 
ing the mosquo, but left a large sum for its 
endowment, part .of which was to be deyoted 
to the purchase of food for such of the feline 
race as had grown too old to forage for them- 
selves, Notwithstanding the number af cats 
daily admitted into the mosque, doad ones are 
no common sight in Aleppo. 

There are an unusual number of influential 
Jows in Aleppo, which may be designated the 
head quarters of the Jewish aristocracy in the 
Levant. ‘The Consul-Gonerals and Consuls of 
Austria, Russia, Sweden, Holland, Tuscany and 
America, ave not only all of the Hebrew persua- 

» ‘sion, but all members of the same family. . 
Among these last yvecited officials, there is of 
#3 
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course a vast display of consular dignity, and 
on high-days and feast-days very pompous 
processions are to be met, in which cocked hats 
and silver-headed sticks figure conspicuously. 
On calling upon a certain Consul on ono of 
these occasions, I was received with the utmost 
form and state, and ushered through a perfect 
suite of rooms into the grand reception hall. 
Massive narghilehs were produced, and coffee, 
served on coffec-cup holders of filagree gold and 
silyer work. The conversation was conducted 
with decorum and dignity, and, adopting the 
general rule, I commenced and finished every 
sentence with Signor Consoli Generale, Finally 
I took my leave, when the etiquette practised was 
most imposing, and I had to bow myself out of 
the door of the reception hall to the deor of the 
next room, where I was obliged to turn round and 
make another low reverenco, which was duly re- 
turned by Signor Consoli Generale, ‘Thus we pro- 
ceeded through the whole suite of rooms, the Con. 
syl-General being always just one door behind me. 
On reaching the top of the steps I tuned once 
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more to face the “illustrissimo Signor,” who was 
at the ond of the corridor, and then hurried 
to the bottom of the steps, when, lo! he 
was at the top. The last thing T saw ag I 
rushed out of the gato, was the bulky old 
Hebrew in the act of regaining an upright 
position, after « farewell obcisance, 

The soi-disant Europeans ire a very gay 
set, and oxcecdingly fond of garden partics in 
fine weather, and réunions and balls in the 
winter. The garden-partics, or pic-nids, com- 
mence a little after sunrise, when the guests, 
and those who give the invitations, assemble 
at some fixed rendezvous in one of the many 
public gardens close to Kittab. All kinds of 
baskets are brought upon donkeys. Some 
contain the breakfast; others the uncooked mate- 
rials for dinner; one the wine; another fruit 
or sweetmeats; and from a third, the form 
and purpose of which sadly puzzles a stranger, 
some young marricd lady carefully produces 
a little red baby, wrapped up in swaddling 
clothes, Coffee is made on the spot; and the 
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operations of the day commence by an on- 
slaught on the breakfast. Much true enjoy- 
ment and wnalloyed happiness reign at that 
hour, and right merry and clear is the laugh of 
many a young Aleppine damsel, When all 
have done cating, everybody begins to smoke— 
ladies and all. These latter confine thomsclves 
to the narghiléh; the men have pipes and 
cigars. When coffee is introduced, the young 
mothers have their infants brought to them ; 
and thetnumerous donkeys, who have till now 
been waiting patiently, begin to bray discord. 
antly till they obtain their breakfast. The 
Arabic music, which is always in attendance, 
now strikes up. There is generally a wretched 
attempt, by some melancholy lady, at oxecuting 
some doleful national air, which is applauded 
violently. Then some of the men bawl out 
an impassioned Jove story, and bout mid-day 
dancing commences, Arabic dancing is a vory 
differant affair from what is genorally expressed 
by that term. One might go through its 
measures and figures on the hottest day in 
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the Torrid Zone, and be none the worse for 
tho exercise, so solemn, so sedate, and so 
dignified are its movements, 

About three pm. dinner is served, and? 
ample justice done to it by all parties. Gentle- 
men, who have taken guns with them, then 
set up a mark, and fire ut it valiantly, till a 
very wrathful old Turk who is at the wrong 
side of the garden, miraculously escapes being 
shot through the head, on which a fierce alter- 
cation ensues, and the offenders * decamp. 
In this way the pleasures of the day usually 
terminate. When they are safe at home, the 
Aleppine gentlemen propose bastinadeing the 
Turk who had interrupted their “kaif” or 
pPRasuring, but the women interfere, and the 
affair is suffercd to drop. 

When I was at Aleppo, Mr Werry gave 
some very pleasant evening-partics in his 
commodious new house at Kittab, ‘The old 
ladies, half Aleppine, half Frank, sat in a‘row, 
smoking narghilehs, and speculating on matches 
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for their unmarricd daughters. The young 
ones danced and flited. Even tho polka was 
got up and very well executed. Then we bad 
Arabian music and Arabian songs, and a little 
Arabian dancing; and English, French, and 
Italian songs ; quadrilles and waltzos, After this, 
trays of most inviting refreshinents were served 
round with wines and liquews, and were sipped 
by Aleppine ladies, and approved of and sipped 
again. After a pleasant cvening, all parted, well 
pleased with their entertainment, and with cach 
other, 

About cighty years ago, Aleppo is suid to 
have contained upwards of tienty British 
houses of commerce, and oven up to the disso- 
lution of the Levant Company, there were sft! 
many established there, The number has, 
howover, been rapidly decreasing, und at the 
present day but two Mnelish morchants reside 
at Aloppo. Its commorce with Groat Britain, 
however, has been steadily increasing, and is 
still improving, though it is almost entirely in the 


ASIA MINOR. 111 


hands of Greck and other foreign merchants, 
Still, its exports to England are very limited, 
and consist chicfly of scammony, and gall-nuts, 
and Persian berries. 

Large caravans belonging to wealthy Bagdad 
and Bussorah merchants arrive annually at 
Aleppo, bringing spices and Indian produce 
to barter for European goods. It often happens 
that an entire ship’s cargo has been sold to 
these merchants, before the vossel’s arrival at 
Alexandretta, and on such accasions, the poor 
factors at Alexandretta are worried and plagued 
out of their lives, till the whole of the goods 
have been safely landed, and despatched to 
Aleppo. 

The climate of Aleppo is, upon the whole, 
a very salubrious one. Fevers of a virulent 
kind sometimes rage in the more obscure and 
filthy portions of the town, but Europeans are 
seldom subjected to their influence, though new 
arrivals almost invariably pay the tribute, 
which is levied on thom in tho shape of one 
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atlack, after which they are almost proof’ to 
infection. The Aleppo button, a singular boil, 
or blain, to which all sexes and ages are more 
or less exposed, is peculiar to this city. Lb is 
very harmless in its nature, Lhough inconvenient 
from the length of time it remains an open sore, 
sometimes extending over twelve months. For 
six months it cnlarges and gots worse; and it 
takes six months to heal up, or dry. No 
remedies are ever applied to cheek it in its 
course, or attempis made io hinder, its expan- 
sion. Among the belles of Aleppo, some of 
whom are extremely beautiful, there are fow 
who dd not bear on cither cheek the indelible 
mark of this ruthless button. Every native of 
Aleppo has had it, and every child born there 
is sure at some time to bear its scar, Nor do 
the European residents escape, though, strange 
to say, it never, in their cases, attacks the face, 
but usually the wrists and ankles, 

In winter the cold is intense, but it is a fine, 
dry, healthy, bracing cold, and the ground 
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is scarcely ever damp, so that some of the 
Aleppine exquisites, who are bird-killers as 
well as Jady-killers, issue forth in pumps or 
slippers in search of woodeocks, and return 
hefore breakfast with dry fect, and with a dozen 
or more delicious birds, 

On my last visit to Aleppo; I encountered 
én route, at Antioch, the brave old General 
Bem, aecompanied by some of his courageous 
companions-in-arms. They were then so 
strictly guarded by a troop of Twkish cavalry, 
that I had hardly a chance of xeven speaking to 
them. Subsequently, however, in Aleppo, I 
spent many an agreeable hour in their society, 
and the more I became acquainted with them, 
the more I had occasion Lo admire their courage 
and pationce under misfortune, and their talents 
and gentlemanly bearing, Major Shanbenburg 
and myself became almost inseparable friends. He 
was the beau-ideal of a soldier and a gontleman 
—six fect six in height and an horculean frame. 
The pavement rang again under his manly 
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tread, and the miserable Turkish soldiers mado 
way for him, exclaiming involuntarily, as he 
passed, Mashalla ! 

General Bom and his. staff soon put the 

Turkish troops stationed at Aleppo into good 
order and discipline. They were drilled and 
paraded and reviewed without a day’s inter- 
vention; and the band, under the tuition of 
a Hungarian band-master, began to play in 
a style that would have done no discredit to 
somo of our own regiments of the line. * 
_ The artillery Wore out at ball practice, and 
fired away more powder in threo weoks than 
had previously been expended at Aleppo in 
as many yews; and the Pasha turned up his 
eyes, and held up his hands, in astonishment ' 
and dismay, at what he supposed such reckless 
waste of the Sullan’s ammunition. 

Perhaps one of the most remarkablo features 
in Aloppo, is the call to prayer fron tho mina. 
rets of its numerous mosques. Tho voices of 
some of the Imauns who perform on these oc 
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casions are, when heard on a still summer morn- 
ing, remarkably beautiful and musical Boys 
of from twelve to sixteen are employed for this 
purpose by some of the mosques, whilst the 
others have chosen men with mellow rich 
bass voices, and the mingling together of these 
in the air, produces a ‘rich cadence, which is 
mouch admired by the faithful. 

Near one of these many mosques, all that 
remains of General Bem, except his fame— 
the renowned artillery officer of the Polish 
revolutions, the intrepid General of the Hun- 
garian struggle, the palmot, and lastly the 
unfortunate rencgade, Murad Pasha—lies in- 
forred in an obscure Moslem burial-place. 

Bem declared that he accepted the Maho- 
motan faith, after the Eungarian struggle, solely 
in the hope that he might thercby have the 
best chance of meeting once more in the field 
tho implacable foes of his country, the Russians. 
But no hostilities occurred on that occasion 
betweon Russia and the Porte, and Russia is 
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but too well avenged in the result. Bom is 
dead, which is better for them than a victory ; 
and alas! nominally at east, he died a 
Mahometan. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Revolt at Aleppo — Massacre of Christians — Arab 
iapine—Abdallah Bey—Adventure of three Euro- 
peans—An Arab tragedy—Turkish injustiec—Attack 
on the city—The Iungarian Refugecs—Reseuo of 
the Christions—The Emopcan Consuls. 


In the autumn of 1850 the quiet monotony 
which generally prevails among the residents 
of Aleppo, was disturbed by a sudden and most 
unexpected irruption of Arab outlaws, mar- 
shalled alike against their lives and thoir 
property. Many families who had amassed 
considerable wealth, even possessing memorials 
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of the epoch when the traffic of India passed 
through Aleppo and Alexandretla, were by this 
sanguinary and diabolical rovolt reduced to 
comparative poverty. Many flr and innocent 
Greek girls fell victims to their wicked rapine, 
and young mothers yielded up life rathor than 
forfeit their honour. Neither age nor scx was 
spared, and the insurgents butchered both the 
patriarch and the infant. 

It was no mere love of plunder or violence, 
that incited the wild people of the desert to this 
atrocious act. There had long been a sup- 
pressed rancour in their breasts, which only 
wanted a spark to kindle into flames. [ really 
believe that they were led on and secratly 
encouraged in their heinous outbreak, by the 
cunning old chief, Abdailah Boy, who for many 
years acted as a rebel, and was at one time 
openly condemned as such, Yet he was permitted 
to romain Governor of Aleppo, becwiho the 
Porte, in its feebleness, had not the means or 
authority to bring him to an account for 
his oft-repeated atrocities. 
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Night had closed in on the quiet inhabitants 
of that portion of Aleppo called Jedidah, prin- 
cipally occupied by unoffending Christions and 
respectable ‘Turkish merchants, when at a given 
signal the band of marauders commenced their ° 
work of cruelty, and many a poor inoffensive 
creature, awakened by the shrill heart-rending 
cry of human agony, which burst forth in every 
direction, saw the light of day no more. 

The European residents who occupied houses 
in the outskirts of the town, in fear and 
trembling sought refuge in the strong consoli- 
dated buildings, called khans or caravansaries, 
which are situated in the centre of the town; 
and some of the more courageous men, Messrs. 
Werry and Lesseps, the Bnglish and French 
Consuls, rode in at the poril of their lives 
amongst the assassins, and snatched many a 
poor ghl and mother from their loathsome 
clutches. The Pasha, a man hitherto supposed 
to possess no mean influence over the populace, 
was the first to find his position so perilous as 
to compel him to abdicate instantly, and fly for 
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protection to the strongly-fortified citadel in the 
centre of the town, where, with only fifty 
yesolute followers, he endeavoured to resist the 
efforts of the rebels to dispossess him of all 
authority, and despoil the city of its wealth, 
sacrificing at the shrine of their avarico the lives 
and property of every European and Christian 
resident, and not a few of the Moslems them- 
selves, who strenuously resisted the attack of the 
Arabs, aimed as it was against their own homes 
and offices, as much as against those of othors. 

Most strange to say, no Jew suffered persecu- 
tion in this fearful outburst of fanaticism, which 
swept over all other creeds, At the time a 
tale was bruited about as to the origin of the 
insurrection, which, if truce, would cast cternal 
infamy on the heads of the [Iebyew population ; 
but J am inclined to think that it was without 
foundation, and merely sprang from the ‘waligg. 
nant prejudices of some calummitiors of the 
persecuted race. 

Tt so happened that, some month or two 
before the revolt, three young gentlemen re- 
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; siding at Aleppo, Messrs, Gibb, Villecroze, and 
Mortin, chanced to be by accident in one of the 
gardens in the environs of Aleppo. It was on 
Sunday afternoon, and at that time shoals of 
people, are to be met with in these gardens, 
enjoying themselves under the cool refreshing 
shade of the walnut-tree, and listening to the 
hum of the many rivulets and mills in the 
neighbourhood, Three Bedouins approached tho 
unsuspicious trio of Europeans, who, absorbed 
by their pleasant manillas, paid not the slightest 
attention to their appearance—by no means un- 
common in Aleppo. When, however, they 
had arrived within a certain distance, the 
Bedouins raised their lances, and mado a 
furious charge on the astounded citizens, who 
had barely timo to vault into their saddles 
before the enemy was close upon them, and in 
hot pursuit. None can say what might have 
been the result, had not what eventually proved 
a fortunate event occurred, which took off the 
attention of the pursuers, and onabled at least 
two of tho fugitives to get off Scot free, 
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Young Mortin, who had omitted, or been unable, 
in the hurry and suddenness of tho affair, to draw 
tight the girths of his saddle (which, in ac- 
cordance with an invariable Oriental usage, be 
had loosened on descending from his ,horse) 
forgetting that his only chance of keeping his 
seat depended upon his maintaining a perfect 
equilibrium, turned back in his saddle to seo 
what progress the enemy were making, and had 
no sooner made the attempt than the saddle, 
slipping round, sent him sprawling upon tho 
ground, and he became an casy captive. The 
first man lifted his lance, and aimed it delibe- 
rately at the head of tho unfortunate young 
man, who in another instant must have ben 
killed, had not a most providential incident 
occurred to save him, — This was the stumbling 
of the Arab’s mare, just as he was in the very 
act of launching the javelin or Ianeo from his 
grasp, and the result was, that his aim fell short, 
and he toppled aver the horse’s head. Ever a 
most superstitious people, this event was an il. 
sufficient omen to spare the life of their helpless 
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victim, which they accordingly did, contenting 
themselves with plundering him of his clothes 
and every article he was possessed of, com- 
mencing with his hat and finishing with his 
boots. They left him in this unenviable con- 
dition in broad daylight, and with a certainty 
of encountering swarms of friends and acquain- 
tances, 

Fearing that the plunderers might repent 
their leniency, and retwn and run him through, 
young Mortin betook himself to his heels, and 
yan with might and main towards the principal 
entrance of the city, where he presented to the 
astounded gaze of the soldiers and officer on 
guard, as also to legions of spectators passing 
to and fro, the strange spectacle of a modest and 
opulent * Hf yushing through a crowded 
thoroughfitre perfectly nude, His story was 
soon told, and one lent him a chak, another a 
shawl, a third his donkey, and in this Quixotic 
attire, he had the pleasure of passing through 
several crowded streets, with a herd of anxious 
inquisitive acquaintance at his heels, to the gate- 

a 2 
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way of his father’s house, where the astonish- 
ment and alarm of his family at his indecorous 
and apparently mad proceedings were only 
equalled by their gratitude and delight when 
they were informed of his adventures. 

In the interval, the two other gentlemen who 
had escaped unharmed, spread a report of his 
assassination far and wide. “The brave and 
lamented old Hyngarian General Bem, who was 
then quartered at the barracks, on receiving the 
intelligence, set forth in pursuit of the marauders, 
accompanied by a troop of Turkish lancers. 
But before they could arrive at the scene of 
action, the wretches who had despoiled young 
Mortin, falling across two young Greek brothers, 
residing at Aleppo, who were richly clad, and 
had watches and jewellery about them, but who 
most unfortunately chanced to be on foot, made 
a furious onslaught upon them. The Greeks 
endeavoured to defend themselycs by throwing 
stones at the two ruffians, but they were 
overpowered, and the result was that these two 
poor fellows—who were both affianced to rich 
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young brides in Aleppo, were killed. Their 
bodies were picked up in the course of the day, 
completely riddled with pistol shots, and 
fiightfully’ hacked with lance and sabre 
wounds. 

General Bem succeeded during the week in 
capturing, I believe, all three of the offenders, 
and it is only %o be lamented that he did nat 
take the law into his own hands, and have the 
culprits shot out of hand, in lieu of bringing 
them into town, and delivering them up to the 
Pasha and his Tuwkish gaolers ; for a few days 
afterwards a report was spread that the villains 
had effected their escape. It soon became notori- 
ous, however, that their liborty had been ac- 
corded them by tho Pasha himself, he having been 
intimidated by the imsinuations and threats of 
Abdallah Bey, on the one hand, and bribed and 
bought over on the other. Thus the miscreants 
‘returned unharmed to their wild brethren of 
the desert, and the friends of the ill-fated 
Greeks were left to obtain redress as they best 
could.. There was no means of establishing 
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any charge against the Pasha, and no use in 
complaining, and the affair was permitted to 
pass, like many another heinous crime, with- 
out further notice. 

From this moment, the Arabs grew daily 
bolder and more adventurous, assured that 
they had a wily and powerful supporter in 
Abdallah Bey; and they only awaited a favour- 
able opportunity to wreak on the city the whole 
fury of their fierce and detestable passions, 
This soon presented itself, and nothing could 
have been more seasonable for them than the 
weak and insane measures adopted by the 
local authorities just before the outbreak. 

If there is one thing a Twk dislikes above 
another in the practices of his Government, it 
is their method of enlisting soldiors; and 
there can be no stronger proof of this, than 
the fact of the Turks having, under the Egyptian, 
sway, actually maimed and disfigured them-' 
selves, in order to preclude the possibility of 
ther being enforced into the military service. 
In spite of these precautions, young mtn are 
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seized and carried off hundreds of miles from 
their native villages, to which, in all probability, 
they never come back, though, as Asiatics marry 
young, often leaving behind a young wife and 
a child, whose support in life depended upon 
their exertions. On joining the army, they 
ave at once plunged into a vortex of guilt and 
sin, by mixing with companions who have 
grown old in crime, and are forced to undergo 
every act of petty barbarity that the junior 
Turkish officers and non-commissioned officers 
please to inflict upon them. ‘This is certainly 
sufficient reason to deter even a serf from 
embracing a profession, which in lieu of being 
honourable and distinguished, as in other coun- 
tries, renders him at once infamous and mises- 
able.” 

Nor is it to be wondered at that the Turkish 
soldicr, perpetually subjected to such sufferings, 
becomes, in course of time, utterly callous and 
inhuman, impervious to all the better feelings 
of nature, and a torior to the community. The 
soldier under the Egyptian rule, is, if possible, 
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treated even worse, and js less regularly paid 
than when in the employment of the Porte. 
Tbrahim Pasha having discovered that many 
of his subjects, to avoid service in the army, 
actually deprived themselves of one of their 
eyes, caused a whole regiment to be, raised, 
composed entirely of such persons, and the fame 
of this one-eyed regiment spread far and wide 
through the East. 

At the period of the Aleppo revolt, enlistment 
was in full operation all over Syria. Many 
young Turks had been entrapped at Aleppo 
by the wary soldiery, who were at that period 
in considerable force, and any resistance on the 
part of the inhabitants would have been fruit- 
less. But the case was very different at 
Damascus, where, aided by the mountainers 
of the Lebanon, the citizens harrassed the 
soldiery to such a degree, that the whole of 
the cavalry and infantry in Aleppo, with the 
exception of two or three hundred sickly, half- 
starved men, were obliged to be marched to 
their relief, Thus the city was left unprotected, 


ASIA MINOR. 129 


and the moment had arrived when the wild 
sons of the desert could, without much risk, 
fall upon its inhabitants, and such of the Turkish 
population as had their passions oxasporated 
by the forcible enlistment of their sons 
and other connections, into a hateful service, 
were only too eager to join them. The whole 
burst like an avalanche on the unsuspecting 
citizens of Aleppo. As already stated, the 
Pasha, after ineffectual attempts to quell the 
riot, was obliged to take refuge in the citadel. 
The brave Hungarian refugees with a handful 
of chosen men, kept the rebels at bay, and 
protected that part of the town where the 
armoury was situated, and which, had it been 
captured, would have led to the utter destruc- 
‘tion of every Christian inhabitant. Possibly 
the Jews, and even a portion of the more respect- 

_ able Turks, would then have fallen victims to the 
fury of the conquerors. But the cool intrepidity 
and unshaken discipline of the Europeans could 
not be overcome, and this little band of Hunga- 
rians repelled its host of assailants, while the 
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Pasha, with more than half the town to back 
him, was so blockaded and hemmed in, that 
he was glad to enter into a capitulation, and to 
abdicate his post in favour of Abdallah Bey. 
The latter instantly assumed the government 
of the Pashalik, and invited all the European 
Consuls resident in Aleppo to attend him, 
that he might obtain their advice in the trying 
position he was placed in, but at the same time 
was secretly plotting the massacre of the whole 
Christian populace. 

Messengers on horse and foot had been des- 
patched on the very first morning of the out- 
break to all the authorities at Beyrout, Damas- 
cus, Latachia, and Alexandretta, to report the 
perilous position of the native and European 
Christians, and implore immediate succour. 
Nothing could exceed the’ consternation and 
surprise of tho whole inhabitants of Northern 
Syria. Damascus, itself the field of imsurrec- 
tion, could ill afford to spare any of the troops 
. it bad drained from Aleppo. The refractory 
mountaineeys in the vincinity of Beyrout spoke 
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openly of revolt, and during the panic that 
reigned, the garrison there were under arms 
day and night. Thus they could hold out no 
hopes of assistance to the unhappy people of 
Aleppo; and Latachia, to which they turned 
next, was very poorly garrisoned, while her 
citizens were too prone to follow the example 
of insurrection to admit of the troops being 
removed, Indeed, the Christians -in Latachia 
held themselves ready for momentary flight 
on the first receipt of the alaiming intelligence ; 
and at Antioch, and the whole line of villages 
intervening, they were alike prepared for the 
worst. In this uncertainty, day after day 
passed, and still the same apprehensions pre- 
vailed; but the fact was, though panting for 
the moment, not one of the many towns and 
villages would join the insurrection till the suc- 
cess of Abdallah Bey should be beyond all doubt, 
when they would all be only too willing to 
acknowledge his rule. 

I leave the reader to imagine what must 
have been the sensations of the unfortunate 
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Christian populace of Aleppo dwing this long 
interval, With no chance of succour at hand, 
and all hope of escape cut off, while death and 
dishonour were at their doors, they could only 
trust to the all-powerful arm of the Almighty, 
and in His own time, He effected their deliver- 
ance, 

Meanwhile, the insurgents continued their 
feasting and debauchory, perpetrating the most 
villainous actions, and indulging in every pos- 
sible excess. The unhappy Christians, im- 
mured in their stronghold in the khans, 
mounted the lofty terraces of the houses, from 
which they could survey the whole surrounding 
country, and eagerly gazed over the vast extent 
of plain, hoping to discern some indications of 
approaching succour, Day after day were they 
doomed to disappointment, and they were seen 
by their enemies, raising their hands des- 
pairingly to Heaven, while the air resounded 
with their lamentations. 

But all these things were destined to have an 
end. Tho Damascus troubles having been 
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quelled, troops were dispatched to the relief 
of Aleppo. The Sublime Porte sent a force 
by sea to Alexandretta, whence it proceeded to 
Aleppo, and mrived there almost simultaneously 
with that sent from Damascus, The city was 
immediately invested, and after a fierce resist- 
ance on the part of the rebels, carried by 
storm. As the gallant victors, headed by their 
brave European general, 1ushed in at the gates, 
shouts of joy and thankfulness rose from the 
redeemed Christians, The bells in the Catholic 
churches pealed in triumph; the better dis. 
posed Turkish inhabitants proclaimed from the 
tops of the minarets their happy deliverance ; 
tlte gates of the khans wore thrown open ; and 
the grateful populace returned in gladness to 
their respective homes, Bazaars and maga- 
zines were re-opened, and within twelve hours 
after the entry of the troops, the city assumed 
its usual every-day appearance. 

The ringleaders of the revolt were either 
shot or cut down in the action, or wore taken 
prisoners, and sent under strong escort to Con- 
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stantinaple. Abdallah Bey died, en route, 
very shortly after partaking of some coffee, 
which, report said, contained something more 
than the dregs at the bottom of the cup. Be 
this as it may, it is very certain that by his 
death the Porte has been freed from a most 
troublesome and rebellious subject, and Aleppo 
delivered trom the rule of a most iniquitous 
tyrant, who, for many years, was the bane of 
the place, and particularly inimical to Euro. 
peans. The Pasha was dismissed, and was 
succeeded by a man of great eminence, who 
was formerly ambassador from the Sublime 
Porte to the Court of St. James’s. His advent 
was at first hailed by the inhabitants with 
acelamations, and he gave universal satisfaction ; 
but, alas! like all other pashas, he has, they 
say, sadly degeneiated, and spurns the claims 
of many of the unfortunate sufferers who lost 
their all in the disastrous revolt. 

In Syria, as indeed is the caso all over 
Turkey, certain privileges are accorded to Euro- 
pean inhabitants by the Sublime Porte, which, 
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were they enjoyed properly, and not abused, 
would very much conduce to their comfort and 
dignity. Amongst these privileges the chief 
and best is, that of every European, whether 
consul, merchant, doctor, or tradesman, being 
permitted to protect a certain number of native 
Ryahs of the country, from the taxation and 
law-courts, No sooner is the name of a Ryah 
sent into the Consul by an Buropean, and 
mentioned as being employed as his servant 
(for the understanding is that it is only menials 
to whom this boon may be accorded), than frém 
that instant the servant is liberated from the 
yoke of the local government, and becomes, in 
every sense of the word, a British or French 
subject, as the case may be, 

Dependent as Europeans are upon the natives 
of the place for the discharge of the evory-day 
duties of a household, this privilege is a very 
great one, inasmuch as his servants, with very 
few cxceptions, are sure to be honest and 
zealous in the discharge of thejr duties. They 
haye a perpetual dread of giving the slightest 
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cause of offence, lest they should at once be 
deprived of the benefits they derive from the 
protective system. Indeed, this is the only ° 
motive that induces a people so naturally idle 
to undergo the fatiguing duties of domestic 
servitude, as all the inhabitants of Syria manage 
to get a sufficiency, more or less, to supply 
their wants, and they wish for nothing further. 
Thus, Europeans would be entirely at their 
morey, were it not for the fear of taxation and 
the recruiting system, while on the others 
hand, from possessing this protecting power, 
they are looked up to by the Turks, and the 
native Christians, as something superior to the 
ordinary vace of men, and are respected and 
esteemed accordingly. 

But this system, as I have said, has its 
abuses. In many towns, and in Aleppo 
especially, the practise has crept in of protecting 
opulent merchants and tradesmen. All the 
Consuls-General, Consuls, and Vice-Consuls, 
the English, French, and Sardinian excepted, 
ave unsalaried; and to keep up the dignity of 


ASIA MINOR. 137 


their posts, it is most needful that they should 
find lucrative occupation. Most of them are 
prosperous merchants, but there is one, the 
keeper of a miserable little stall, whose whole 
chattels might be purchased for a hundred 
pounds, and who is yet compelled to have his 
cocked-hat, uniform, and sword, and his silver 
headed stick, and all the other insignia of office, 
to support which it is very evident there must 
be something more than is visible to the eye. ' 
This somce of emolument is the funds he 
derives by protecting some of the most opulent 
Christian inhabitants, who, thus protected, set 
at defiance the local authorities, strut about the 
streets with a magisterial air, and are continually 
being embroiled with the Turks and Arabs. 
Should these latter be provoked to strike them, 
as is often the case, then they are signally 
punished, and have no means of redress offered 
to them. In consequence of such practices, a 
deadly hatred to the Christians is sown in their 
hearts ; every one of the same creed shares the 
feeling, and only waits for an opportunity of 
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avenging -himself. At length it “arrives : 
“; and. then such @ carmage ensues. as has. just: 
‘taken place at Aleppo. 

“These are the abuses of the protective system, 
“to. Suppress which every effort should be made 
by the proper authorities. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


“Route to Scanderoon—A ruined. city—The Sulphur 
Springs—Pass of Beilam—The Marshes—TInvasion 
of jackalls—A night adventure—Scene at the landing- 
place—The mountaineers—The robber’s nest—His- 
‘tory of a Turkish bandit—An Eastern prison. 


“TurrE are two ways of approaching’ Aleppo 
from Alexandretta, or ‘Scanderoon, as it. is 
sometimes called, and Iskanderoon by the Turks. 
‘That “generally taken by caravans brings the 
traveller, at the. ‘lose of the first day, to: Ter- 
mining, .& village inhabited by -knavish- Fellahs 
and overrun with cats, ‘and which is about eight 
hour's ride from. Aleppo.., 
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The other road is preferable for tourists, for 
besides being less monotonous, it leads through 
the handsomely-built vilage of Dartagan, and 
over the mountain of Saint Simon (not Styletes), 
on the top of which are to be seen the ruins 
of an encient temple, whilst on either side are 
the dilapidated remains of some extensive city. 
I traversed these ruins on two oceasions, in the 
hope of obtaining some clue, by means of in- 
scriptions or other relics, to the character of its 
ancient inhabitants, but without success. All 
I lighted on was a badly executed ship, drawn, 
or rather scratched, upon one of the smooth 
stones, with the letters J.T., 1737, cut under it ; 
no doubt the handiwork of some shipmaster, 
who had passed here en route to Aleppo. 

This road also leads to Hummumat, the 
celebrated sulphur springs, situated in the plains 
of Amuk, ten hours’ ride from Aleppo, These 
springs were built over and kept in excellent 
condition by Ibrahim ‘Pasha, but on the 

“Egyptians evacuating Syria, the building was 
almost entirely pulled down by some Turkish 
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soldiers. The smell on entering the bath is 
at first very obnoxious, but it gradually wears 
off, and then the tepid waters ave a luxury 
which compensates for every inconvenience. 

Amuk is the name given to all that extensive 
plain which extends from the mountains of 
Latachia on one side, to the foot of the Beilam 
range on the other—a space of about twenty 
square miles of rich and excellent soil, only 
wanting the hand of the cultivator to make it 
yield abundantly. The Afreen, a small river, 
runs across this plain, and joins the Orontes, 
between the towns of Horns and Hamar. The 
second day, the traveller generally sleeps at «ne 
picturesque town and pass of Beilam, which I 
shall, further on, minutely describe. Three 
hours’ easy riding from thence brings him, on 
the third day, to Alexandretta. 

Alexandretta, the port of Aleppo, and 
through which the whole commerce of Northern 
Syria passes, is situated on a little neck of 
land, forming a small cape at the south-eastern 
extremity of the gulf of Scanderoon, and is 
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encircled for miles by pestilential, and in some 
parts impassable, marshes, 

On approaching the port fiom Aleppo, my 
guide conducted me over the remains of an 
ancient Roman road infamously out of repair, 
a very considerable proportion of the Roman 
stones being here and there absent, and 
causing a hiatus, into which your jaded beast 
never fails to stumble; and yet the habitues of 
Alexandretta were wont to rejoice in this old 
voie Romaine, though part of it, at most 
seasons of the year, is fathomless mud. It 
brought us to a very ricketty old bridge | 
spanning a canal, filled from a small but rest- 
less spring, whose waters, which never cease 
trickling, finding no adequate outlet, have . 
created those baneful marshes which surround 
the town, extending over nearly the whole plain. 
The canal was originally cut by*[brahim Pasha, 
at the instigation of an intelligen? Italian, who 
acted as consul for several European. states, 
Mr. Martinclli, and it still retains his name. 

Dwing the Epyption occupation, the canal 
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was maintained in proper repair, and a machine 
was procured from England for the purpose 
of keeping it clear of mud and weeds. But 
as the evacuation of Syria immedixtely followed, 
the machine wus destroyed by the Egyptian 
soldiers, and the canal, which had already in 
great measure drained the marshes and proved 
a blessing to the wretched inhabitants, is now, 
through the obstinate and unpardonable neglect 
of the Turkish authorities, entirely choked up, 
and in a very short time not a vestige will 
romtin Lo mark its site. 
The European Consular authorities, as well 
as the merchants of Aleppo, have on sevoral 
‘occasions made most strenuous efforts to induce 
, the Turkish government to have theso marshes 
drained, but the low authorities as usunl sent 
some soi-disant onginer’s lo form an estimate 
of whit the cost would be, and these employds, 
the bane of ‘Turkey us fur as useful works aro” 
concerned, ‘estimated what ought to be their 
gains, and the sum frightened the authoritics, 
who, as they always do upon like occasions, 


144 SYRIA, PALESTINE, AND 


religiously concealed the estimate under the 
divan cushions, the place where such documents 
are invariably deposited in Turkey, and there 
the matter icsted. The few Europeans, however, 
residing at Scanderoon, especially those to whom 
the matter was one of vital importance, got 
up a subscription amongst themselves in 1844, 
and actually commenced the good work of 
drainage, when the local officials discountenanced 
the project, threatening, tho labourers with the 
bastinado which cffectually put a stop to this 
laudable undertaking. The motive assigned for 
this strange procedure, was, that the Franks, 
when the work was completed, would probably 
lay claim to the recovered land. ‘This was 
the Turkish dog in the manger, at the samo 
time that they were perishing from fevers, 
and never dreamt of tawning the marshes to any 
account themselves. 

The first thing that svikes a stranger on 
ariving at Alexandretta is the complexion of 
the inhabitants, natives as well as Europeans. 
They have a strange unearthly yellow tinge, 
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with deep sunken eyes, and a shrivelled frame, 
facts which speak wore than vohimes for the 
pernicious effects of marsh miasma, Fever and 
ague have set their sew on every fies, and with 
so indelible a mark that a Scanderoon 1s easily 
distingaished in any ather city, md immediately 
pointed oul. In fact, ts an English ship-master 
ance pithily remarked te me, they look more 
like “ church yard deserters” than living beings. 

The British Consulate’s residence had been 
burnt hy the Ugyptian troaps before evacuating 
Syria, aud the Viee-Consul was consequeutly 
compelled, whilst it was under igpair, to live in 
the hovel in which 1 found him, Tt was, 
however, ahaut the best house then at Alexan- 
dretin, It had one ipper room supported: on 
two spars, which used lo shake and tremble 
like veeds at every gust of wind, The miser 
able shutters wont on slides, and when once 
they were shut, it was impossible to open then 
again, without the co-operation of all the ser. 
vants, which indeed was also needed to shut 
them.  Busides this, the wind used to whistle 

vol, 1 ul 
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through every board in the room, notwithstand- 
ing the many endeavours to remedy this evil by 
pasting old newspapers over the cracks, and 
by nailing a sail bought from a skipper in 
the roads, over every partition. This was our 
winter sitting-ruom, and here many « cold day 
we sat crouched over a large charcoal brazier, 
placed in the centre of the room, looking 
like warlocks at a cauldron, When it rained, 
leaks were as general as in ® grotto, and we 
were sometimes obliged to take refuge in the 
bed-room, which, though damp, was more 
weather-proof, being built and terraced with 
stone. Such was the residence occupied by 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Alexandretta, for 
which there was no remedy but patience, and 
a fervent hope that the winter would not prove 
either a wet or long one. 

Shortly after my arrival, the winter set in 
in carnest ; the marshes outsprend their bounds ; 
the drains and mountain rivulets rose highor 
than their embankments, and the whole place 
was flooded. There was not a dry spol. for the 
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sole of the foot to rest upon, save in the imme- 
diate vieinily of the sea-side ; and as the house 
whieh the Vice-Consul was building was on the 
heach, we wero compelled each day to wade 
through mire and water to  superintend the 
operations of the workmen, who would, without 
such overlooking, have made very little progress, 
preferring the pipe of repose to working under 
such adverse circumstances. Many a cold 
morning have T looked out of window, ond 
watched the poor peasants who lived in the 
rush lnits close around us, Men, women and 
children were often occupied for hours in 
baling the water out of thew wretched tenements 
~-water which had risen from underground, end 
flowed in fram the sides; for fhe roots, though 
thatehod with reeds, were generally sutliciently 
water-tighh to keop the rain frown dripping’ on 
the immates while asleep. ‘Chey slept on baards 
elevated from the ground, or (hey must have 
perished, and it was only this (hat enabled some 
of them to Tivo ab all, When we consider, 
in addition to this damp, that they all belong 
n 2 
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to the Greek Church, and have a long and 
rigid fast to keep about this lime of the year, 
which strictly prohibits the use of meat, fish, 
eggs, butter, milk, or any composition thal 
contained these ingredients, and permits no 
other sustenance than oil, olives, dry fruit and 
rice, the only wonder is how they could exist 
at all. This fifty days Lent immediately precedes 
their Christmas, though during that period 
every individual is subject at intervals to return- 
ing fits of fever and ague, which never entirely 
leave those who have once been attacked by 
them. 

I found wild ducks, geese, snipe, swans, and 
water-fowl of every description were pleritiful 
at Scanderoon. We used to have an oeca- 
sional shot from the windows of the housc, 
and once or twice picked up a stray wood. 
cock, but the heavy rain made it anything’ but 
inviting to follow up sporting to any extent. 
Ague, from which I had never then been a 
sufferer, hung in derrorem over my head; 
besides which, I never lacked game fur cating, 
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during tho whole of the winter, as the persants 
in the swrounding villages plentifully supplied 
ug with it daily. This was peculiarly fortunate, 
us no meat was procurable, owing to the fast, 
and the villanous jackals had, despite very 
precaution, so thinned the poultry-yard in their 
nocturnal visitations, that we were compelled to be 
chary of such of our stock as remained. 

The more frightful the weather at night, 
the more it snowed, and hailed, and blew, and 
the more terrific the Uhunder and lightning, 
the more plentiful and mischievous were the 
jackals ; indeed, they certainly prefer stormy 
weather for their oxploils, mingling their dismal 
yells with the uproar of tho clemenis, Now a 
detachment close under our windows would give 
a sudden yoll to a more distant party, which 
would bear it on to a third, employed in a still 
more vomolo quarter, and then, for the space 
of five minutes, an incessant yelling would be 
kept up, mingled with tho deep baying of the 
village dogs, which wore us greut thioves among 
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the poultry as the jackals themselves. After 
this, a deep silence would ensue, which indi- 
cated the approach of mischicf, and soon a 
violent cackling and screeching gave notice thal 
the Philistines were at work. Onc’ Christmas 
Eve we rushed out to the rescue, and succeeded 
in recapturing five gecse and an old turkey- 
cock, which these inveterate rogues had slung 
over their backs, and were quictly trotting off 
with. Though .they had to scale a wall some 
four feet high, they used to manage to carry 
heavy burthens with them, and once over, tho 
paddling of their feet in the marshes announced 
as orderly a retreat as the best dragoons could 
effect. When the moon enabled us to pick 
them out in this spot, they on some occasions 
lost the number of their mess, though I really 
believe that at times they were in detachments 
of no less than from eighty to a hundred strong. 
Jackals and dogs by night, and the interminabjo 
croaking of millions of frogs by day, are an 
astounding state of things to a new comer; bul 
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timo and habit’ make these matters of course, 
and I soon began to regard thenn as Tittle as a 
native, 

The Muropeans at Alexandretta, when J ar- 
rived there, were, besides my brother, the French 
Consul M. G—— and his amiable fumily ; 
Mr. Giokino, the Austrian agent and tho factor 
for the merchants of Aleppo, an Italian, Doctor 
Brambilla, aud two or three others, The 
French Consul was by far the oldest resident, 
and had been there some forty yoars, and_his 
wife, besides being the only lady in the place, 
was so amiable and mothorly a person, that, 
during my slay, our great resort in tho evening 
was their hospitable abode. 

Tho whole male population of Alexaudrotta 
aro ocoupied in landing, weighing, and rolling to 
tho magazines and warehouses the cargoes of 
Manchoster balos brought by the different ves- 
sels, Tb is impossible to imagine a seque more 
bustling and more discordant, Camel-drivers 
ave clamorous to have their earavans loaded ; 
muleteors to have theirs unloaded; custom. 
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officers and factors are continually involved 
in disputes; masters of vessels just arrived are 
anxious to land, or to scttle and depart; 
cadayerous-looking Italian skippers, who have 
been three months “ on the berth” for Leghorn, 
and have as yet about as many bales of wool 
on board, make frantic inquiries about thoir 
Syrian consignee’s intentions, and being pacified 
with stout promises, return on, board and catch 
fish for the crew till dinucr-time. Fronch 
masters, in fustian coats and mud boots, stroll 
along the beach to shoot sandpipers for breal-~ 
fast, and I once detected one deliberately catch- 
ing frogs with a hook and line, He stoutly 
affirmed that there was no more effectual way 
of clearing out a vessel of rats, than throwing 
some frogs into thehold. Isvery ono has some 
kind of occupation in hand. Even the Italian 
doctor is in pursuit of knowledge under diffi- 
culties, and in a hovel that is knev-deep in 
mud and water, studies metaphysics on a plat- 
form island in the centre. 

By some unfortunate mistake in the arrange- 
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nent of the territorial limits of the pashiliks, 
Alexondretin, instead of being inchided in that 
of Aleppo, of which it is the natural port, 
comes under the sway of the Pasha of Adana, 
This occasions considerable inconvenience to the 
consuls, merchants, and factors, as, in the event 
of any misunderstanding or gricvance, redress 
is only obtainable by a representation being 
made to tho authorities at Adana, and it is not 
likely, especially in Turkey, that these function- 
aries should evince a lively interest in the 
welfare of a port from which they derive no 
revenue, as the custom duties are paid at 
Aleppo, while they incur both expense and 
trouble, Aleppo, on the other hand, though 
considerably benefitted by its import and export 
“lvade, iis custom dues, salt monopoly, und taland 
faxes upon beasts of burthen, is wholly ox- 
empted from any trouble with its local and 
internal government, Tleneo the Mutzelim, or 
Governor of Aloexandretta, who resides at 
Beilam, the mountain pass through which the 
high road to Aleppo defiles, is regularly np- 
“jaf n 3 
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pointed by the Pasha of Adana, and preat 
inconvenience and procrastination in despatch of 
business is the natural result, 

The principal evil suffered by the merchants 
. and factors arises from the depredations occa 
sionally committed by a band of robbors in- 
festing these parts, who waylay and strip 
caravans, and even manage to abstract goods 
by night from the warehouses, a thing by no 
means difficult, and it was a notorious fact, 
that the nucleus of this banditti was in the 
immediate vicinity of a town called Pyass or 
Byass, at the opposite corner of the pulf, 
amongst almost inaccessible mountain passes, 
only known to the inhabitants of the adjacent 
villages. It was even whispered that thoy 
received indirect countenance and support in 
their nefarious transactions from the Governor 
of Byass, who, though a subject and employ¢ 
of the Sublime Porte, was immediately de. 
scended from a noted rebel chief, and inherited 
some small portion of his ancestor's disposition, 
Tt was found good policy by the Consuls to be 
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on a triendly footing with this said Governor, 
the renowned Mustuk Bey, and to keep, if 
possible, in his good books, Any litle atten- 
tion or oivilily flatlered his vanily, and was 
productive of more real good to the interests of 
all parties concerned, than could be obtained 
by auy reprimands or remonstrance from his 
noininal chict’, the Pasha of Adana. 

[ went by sex to Byass with some friends, 
to mako the personal acquaintance of the Boy. 
We took with us a week’s provisions and our 
bedding material, as it was our intention te 
live on shore during our visit. A few hours? 
run brought us to the anchorage, and half an 
hour’s walk from the landing-place to the house 
of a Greek, who was to be our host. The 
imt was a commodious ono, and clean enovph 
in its way, the walls being composed of myrtle 
cuttings, rendered air tight with mud, The 
thatching was of straw, and completely water- 
proof, excepting in parts near the sides of the 
walls, where some neighbour’s cows had cam- 
mitted a folony, and caten divors holes in the 
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roof. The village, built ou the sits of w onen 
substantial city, of which ‘considemblo" tracey, 
remain, had*a pretty appearance, the hguses 
beitig detached, and surrounded by small nate 
berry” gardens Theie was a large hole in thie 
centre of our hut, which served for a fir e=plaod, 
and in which blazed a roaring wood fire, that 
" effectually excluded the damp and cold. : 

The hostess, a pretty liltle woman, with her 
matronly-looking mother, were busily engaged, 
when we entered, about our evening repast, 
whilst an old man, who might have beon born 
with Methusalah, sat opposite to us in the middle 
of the smoke, at which he would wink and 
blink in a most remarkable manner, relieving 
himself occasionally with a siare and a grin of 
recognition at us. He was troubled with an 
unmistakable chuch-yard cough, for which ho 
wanted us to prescribo, and which, according 
to his own showing, had been hanging about 
him ever since Buonaparto invaded Syria. 
When we expressed our regret at being unable 
to afford him any medical relief, he crept 
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mysteriotsly townkds “an old chest, in a dark 
searner of tha hut, ‘and, Ravinys extracted .thore- 
from gt bottle that would hold about a gallon 
and a half, took a long, steady draught, and 
then carefully’ put it up again, This Tottle 
cdntaincd aqua vile or arrack, and the old man 
was in a perpetual state of alarm, lest any ono 
shguld got at it. The most extraordinary thing 
about him was, that he still retained an xeute 
sense of hearing, and was keenly alive to music 
of any description. This we discovered by 
mere chance; for one of us happening to 
whistle a few bars of some lively air, the old 
fellow was off the ground in an instant, serewed 
up his mouth in ineffectual attempts to whistle, 
kopt time with his head and jends, and 
eventually seb off capeing, and danced round 
and round the fire in such grotesque and 
unearthly attitudes, as convulsed us ull with 
laughter, I firmly believo thal, whils) under 
the influence of this musical mesmerism, he 
was tolully unconscious of what ho was doing, 
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and would have danced till he had droppod if 
any one could have whistled long enough. 
But, luckily for him, it was 1 moral impossi- 
bility to look at him without laughing, which 
brought the tune to an end, Having svated 
himself on a rug close to the fire, he coughed 
and smoked through the rest of the night, 
occasionally waking us up by his alarming 
hoots and cries, intended to frighten away the 
cows, which were pulling unmercifully at the 
thatched roof. It rained in torrents all night, 
which, however, did not proven our repose. 
Next morning the weather was fine again, and 
the sun shone forth gloriously, 

We determined, after breakfast, to pay our 
visit to Mustuk Bey, and then pass the day 
in exploring the ruined fortress and bazaars. 
It may easily be conceived with what a mixed 
feeling of curiosity we approached the residence 
of this mountain chief, linked as his name was 
with the dread fame of his ancestor, Kutchuk 
Ali Oglu; for, although there is now-a-days 
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lite to ‘fear on the part of Europeans from 
Turkish treachory, his bad repute did not 
inspire much confidence, 

Kulehuk Ali Oglu, the grandfather of 
Mustuk Boy, flowished towards the close of 
tho last, und the beginning of the present 
century, Of his carly life or parentage I have 
been able to gather but little information, 
further than that he was, I believe, of rather 
low origin, and was only indebted to his own 
yrafl, and innate abilities for the position which 
he worked out for himself, and the sway whieh 
he maintained over this district for upwards of 
forty years. Intimately allied to, and in daily 
intercow'se with the chiefs and ringleaders of 
tho bundil tribes who inhabited the mountains 
in the immediate vicinity of Byass, he had 
ample opportunity afforded hin of visiting 
thoso inaccessible strongholds, and of caleu-* 
lating to what purpose they might be tuned 
in case of necessity, Viewed in conjunction with 
the natural defences afforded by almost impene- 
trable forests, Byass, he saw, could be rendered 
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impregnablo to the assaults and throats of not 
only the surrounding pashas, but cven of the 
whole power of the Sublime Porte, And 
acting upon the impulse of such an idea, urged 
on by his ambition and thirst for powor, he 
gradually managed to so far ingratiate himsclf’ 
in the good opinion of the mountaincers, 
portraying to their wild imaginations the results 
which must inevitably ensue from following up 
his plans, and adopting him as their sole leader, 
that they flocked in masses to his standard, and 
unanimosly elected him their chief. 

The first measure adopted by Kutchul Ali 
Oglu, on obtaining this long-wished for pre- 
eminence, was the immediate construction of 
a storchouse and granarics in the caves and 
ravines of the most lofty, and apparently inac- 
cessible, summits of this mountain range ; and 
” the approach to some of these spots was so 
intricate, so winding, and so perilous, as to 
admit of but one individual advancing at a 
time, whilst those stationed above commanded, 
from their lofty position, a bird’s eye view of 


ASIA MINOR. 161 


the whole ascent, and could, if required, 
shoot all who. approached, or by rolling down 
massive stones, even crush them to dust. On 
miny of the most clevated of these points, 
Kulchuk Ali Ogla caused sham fortresses to be 
constructed with clay, and though materially 
damageil by every heavy shower, yet being 
kept in constant repair, they had at a distance 
an imposing appearance. Having laid by pro- 
visions, and prepared an asylum to which, in 
caso of being’ hard pressed or pursued by his 
enemies, he could retreat, Kuichuk Ali Oghi 
openly unfurled the banner of revolt, and set 
at defiance the prshas and governors of the 
surrounding provinces, commoncing a series 
of forays, which, from small beginnings, in- 
creased daily tll they ronched to such a glaring 
oxtont, that his name became a word of Lerror 
from Aleppo to Konin, Yet tho followers of 
this man are supposed to have nover exeeeded 
five hundred, though this fret only came to 
light after his death, whon his bands were dis- 
persed, Whonover o strange traveller passed 
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through his domains, he arranged his adhorents 
after the fashion of soldiers in a play; and the 
same set, favoured by the impenetrable thick- 
ness of the forests, would pass and repass 
upwards of a dozen times before he reached the 
village. The next day, on his quitting the 
locality, the same farce would be repeated, till 
he was fairly without the confines of the moun- 
tains, so that the report spread by this man, on 
reaching Scanderoon, was, that whilst traversing 
Kutchuk Ali’s domains, ho had seen thousands 
of soldiers, and that his territory literally 
swarmed with armed men, As every sueces- 
sive traveller confirmed this report, no doubt 
of its truth existed, and tho robber chief was 
universally dreaded. 

Vain, though oft repeated, wero the efforts of’ 
the pashas of Adana and Aleppo to force this 
rebel to capitulate, Thousands of men were 
sent against him, while ships of war bombarded 
his fortresses, but from his stronghold he 
laughed them to scorn, and so harrassed them 
by sorties and skirmishing parties, intorcepting 
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their provisions, turning off the springs that 
supplied the own with water, and a hundred 
other annoyances, that the troops, after burning 
the miserable huts which composed the village 
of Byass, would gladly retreat from his terri- 
tories, and make the best excuse they could for 
their want of sucecss, Finally, his depreda- 
tions and excesses became so serious, that the 
whole of the military force then at Konia— 
a very considerable onc, and commanded by 
: experienced generals—was ordered to lay siege 
to the place, and capture him dead or alive. Just 
before the arrival of this armament, the whole 
cargo of a richly-laden French ship had, by a 
strange accident, fallen into his clutehes, and 
contained, amongst othor valuables, several rich 
cases of jewellery and gold watches, These 
wore just what he wanted at this crisis, and he 
carefully hoarded thom as a store of presents, 
to be bestowed as occasion should dictate. 
One part of his policy had always been to 
allow his followers no idle time, being sensible 
thal idloncss promotes discontent, and that dis- 
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content would work his downfall, He, thore- 
fore, at the same time that he supplied them 
liberally with food, liquor, money, and even 
luxuries, would insist on their being continually 
occupied, and, when not engaged in their pre- 
datory excursions, would reconstruct the ruined 
houses of the village, till the ground, and 
raise embankments, having for cach work some 
plausible reason, and inciting others to their 
duty by his example, labouring himself with a 
spade amongst them. On such ocensions they 
were kept at work till nigh upon midnight, 
when each man would wrap himself up in his 
mislah or cluak, and sleep in a circle round a 
Dlazing five till dawn. Their cecentric chicf 
reposed in a sitting posture, with his gun 
between his knees and ready cocked. Thus he 
would take potations of ardent spirit und spells 
of sleop alternately till morning, when labour 
was resumed. It was a saying of Kutchuk Ali 
Oglu, that he considered the two most delight- 
ful enjoyments of life to be the sonsation caused 
by the tremor attendant on an ague fit, and 
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that of imbibing a long draught of cold spring 
water, the first thing on awaking in the morn- 
ing, after 2 deep carousal: there is certainly no 
accounting for taste. 

The impending atlack of the Sultan’s forces 
kept the rebel’s brains continually at work, He 
(leiermined upon receiving them with bribes 
and flattery, instead of resorting to his usual 
method of bush fighting and making: sorties, 
For the better execution of this plan, the whole 
swrounding villages were laid under contribu- 
tion for the supply of sheep, oxen, goals, fowls, 
ail, olives, and other necessaries, and herds of 
cattle were driven from the pasturage of their 
luckless owners into the territories of the rebel 
chiel, who had hardly completed these arrange- 
ments before the Sultan’s forces wore at hand. 
Ho immediately collected his adherents, and 
wilh them and their families, found shelter 
in his inaccessible fustnesses, where woll-filled 
granarics and storchouses insured them ample 
supplies, and a village of well-built huts afforded 
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lodging. Nothing, indeed, was wanting for 
comfort and sccurity. 

At midnight the Turkish force encompassed 
Bynss, cutting off, as they imagined, all com- 
munication with the mountain and other 
villages, and, at a given signal, the attack com- 
menced. The houses were set on fire, and the 
flame soon spread to the surrounding brush- 
wood, and even caught the forest, The loud 
crash of falling timber, the affrighted cry of 
the night owl, and the perpetual yells of jackals 
and beasts of prey, who fled from the fire only 
to meet death in some ather shape, resoundad 
fay and near through the mountains. Morning 
broke on this scene of desolation, and the 
troops and their commander found, to their 
rao and disappointment, that whilst they had 
fondly hoped and imagined that they were 
reducing to cinders the fortrosses, magazines, 
armouries, and granaries of the bandilti, they 
had been wasting their energies on a miserable 
uninhabited villago, ond that the bird they 
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had hoped to ensnare wis safely out of their 
clutches, making merry at their expense, 

Affairs remained in this slate, for several 
weeks, No communication had been held with 
the rebel, and tho Turkish General’s only hope 
of forcing him to capitulate lay in his keeping 
a rigid guard on the mountains on every side, 
and so eventually starving him from his den. It 
would have beon a fruitless task to attempt to 
attack him where He then was, even had the 
Turks been acquainted with the circuitous 
pathways of the ascent. Expresses, therofore, 
wore «lispatched to Constantinople, demanding 
a further supply of provisions for the troops, 
and men were employed in the erection of 
suitable habitations for the Pashas, their suites, 
and tho soldiers, 

[In this interval, commereo with Asia Minor, 
which had been suspended on account of the 
high road to Aleppo passing directly through 
Byass, began to rovive again. Caravans to and 
from Aleppo and Constantinople passed almost 
weokly, and appearances promised a speedy 


168 SYRIA, PALESTINE, AND 


termination to an evil too long endured and 
submitted to. Kutchuk Ali Ogli thought 
otherwise, and, as events proved, judged nightly. 
An incessant fall of rain at Byass and in its 
vicinity put an offectual stop to all building 
operations; and fever, in a malignant form, 
broke out amongst the Sultan’s troops, The 
men lost heart, sickened and dicd ; provisions 
failed rapidly, and their sufferings were cach 
day imcreasing. The General, at last, fell ill 
himself, and then Kutchuk Al, who had been 
watching for an occasion, sent down a deputa- 
tion to express his regret at tho Pasha’s state 
of health, and to offer for his acceptdnee, and 
the relief of his followers, live stock, grain, 
‘oil, dried fruits, &e., which he engaged daily to 
renew so long as his Excellency saw fit to 
honour his territory with his presence. ‘The 
Pasha was astounded at the man’s generosity, 
as wore all the Turkish soldicry, and when, in 
addition to these daily peace offerings, the 
gold watches and trinkets came into play, the 
game was won, The commanders proposed 
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not only to withdraw their troops and retire Lo 
Constantinople, but to make such a report of 
the noble conduct of Kutchuk Ali Oglu, who 
had by acts proved himself to he a faithful 
subject and ally of the Sultan, instead of tho 
rebel he had been peculiarly represented, as 
should inevitably bring him into the Sultan’s 
favour. Before their departure, Kutchuk signed 
a treaty, stipulating to afford especial protection 
to the caravan of holy pilgrims that mfist un- 
avoidably pass through his territory on their an- 
nual route to Mecca, and to befriond and protect 
commerce and travellers, This was approved of 
by the Sublimo Porte, and he was officially 
oroated Governor ofthe district, which clevated 
him to the high grade of Pasha of two tris, 
Now Kutehuk had obtained his day-dream of 
life; and soon of ronown  Byrss beeamo a 
veritable town, inhabited by some ton thousand 
souls. ‘The spacious bazaars wera covered in with 
domes, as ig the custom in all largo oriental 
towns. A fortress of some mnognitude and 
great strength was constructed, and in the 
VOL, I i 
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centre of this building rose the prison—a place 
full of mysterious dark chambers, and containing 
instruments and contrivances for tortura, at 
which humanity shudders. ‘Next to the prison 
was the house of prayer, where the call to 
worship from the lofty minarct was oft-times the 
knell of some hapless victim in the prison, 

It was the practise of Kuchuk Ali Oglu, on 
the approach of the Mecca pilgrimage, to impale 
two prisoners, however trifling their crimo, one 
on cither side of the gateway which led through 
the tawn; and this spectacle was always ro- 
newed on the approavh of any rich caravans, in 
order to strike terror into their already intimi- 
dated souls. On one occasion, it so happoned 
thet the prisons were all empty with the 
exception of one cell, in which was a Christian, 
who for a small debt had beon incarcerated, and 
was then ill of a fever and aguo, Kutehuk 
Ali knew not what todo in this dilemna, till, 
at Iength, he determined on impaling the poor 
Greek debtor, alleging os an excuse that tho 
man was always suffering from ill-health, and 
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it was best to put him out of his misory at 
ones, Tho man was aecordingly impaled upon 
the high rond, and presented 2 frightful spectacle 
to the approaching caravan. 

It was usual on the arrival of a party of 
pilgriins, and before they durst enter the town, 
to send a horse richly caparisoned, and other 
costly offerings for Kutchuk Ali’s acceptance, 
and these he usually returned again, until some- 
thing was forthcoming that hoe deemed Worthy 
of acceptance, and then the caravan passed 
rapidly on, and never halted till arriving at 
Alexandretta. Such scenes of crucliy and in- 
justice as he daily practised, added to the victims 
whostarved in prison, or died worse deaths, could 
not but tend to diminish the population rapidly, 
till a general desertion took place, and the 
town was left to rot and crumble, in company 
with the bones of its inhuman founder, who, 
it is supposed, died from the effects of a too 
violent debauch, full of years and iniquities, 
hated and abhorred even to this day. Tlis son 
sticeeeded to the post, of Governor, where, 

, 12 
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however, he remained not many years, having 
incurred the displeasure of the Pasha of Adana, 
who, undor the mask of friendship, invited him 
to his palace, and there had him instanily 
beheaded. Mustuk Bey, the present Governor, 
was then a child, and took refuge with his 
mother amongst the mountaineers, till his years, 
and the death of his father’s encmy, the Pasha 
of Adana, enabled him to lay claim to his 
paternal property, He now resides at Byass, in 
a handsome residence, and is likely to remain 
there during his lifetime. Byass has again 
become a tolorably thriving village, inhabited 
almost entirely by Christians. Its staple is 
sessame-seed, silk, and cotton, which are an- 
nually exported to Ewrope. 

Soon after Kutchuk Ali had been elovated 
to the dignity of Pasha, an English vessel, 
bound for Alexandretta, had unfortunately mis- 
taken the port, and anchored off Byass, The 
master had no sooner Jandod, than he and his 
boat’s crew were pinioned and imprisoned. ‘The 
vessel was then duly taken possession of, and 
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the whole of her cargo landed, The master and 
wrew wore then set at liberty in the fortress, 
where permission was granted them to take 
exerciso on the ramparts, and tho unfortunate 
captain, in a fit of dispair, threw himself 
into the dry ditch beneath, and was literally 
dashed to pieces. The remainder of the crew 
died off, one by one, from the offects of fevers 
and. bad dict, till only one poor lad remained, 
and Kutchuk Ali, finding that no ransom was 
forthcoming, aftiy practising every cruelty 
towards the unfortunate sufferer, finally sent 
him as a present to the English Consul at 
Aloxandretta. Somo time before, a French 
brig had met with a like fate, with this oxcop- 
tion, thet the crew and captain wore imme- 
dintely liborated, and allowed to proceed by land 
lo Aloxandroita, owing, I presume, to the 
satisfaction the wretch had derived from 
gloating ovor the troasurcs contained in her 
cargo, amongst which wero jowels and watches, 
part. of which were used to corrupt his Turkish 


assailants. 
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Mr. Massok, the Dutch consul at Aleppo, 
was on particularly good terms with the rebel 
chief, having often had transactions with him 
connected with commercial matters. This 
gentleman wrote him a Ictéer on the occasion 
of the seizure of the French brig, recommending 
restitution to be made without loss of time. 
Kutchuk’s reply was most characteristic :— 
“You know,” said he, “my ever dear friend, 
that the love I bear you would make mo incur 
any sacrifice for your pleasure, even were it the 
life of my only son Baba But place yourself, 
T implore you, in my position, and then ask 
yourself the question, whether you would have 
acted otherwise than I have done. I am with- 
out money or friends, The wants of my 
faithful followers must be supplicd, and to add 
to my embarassment, I am threatened by 
enemies from the four quarters of the globe. 
Tn this dilomna, an ever-watchful Providence 
sends me a ship richly Jaden with all things, 
and thus we are saved from utter perdition, I 
am unwilling, however, that any should suffer 
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by cause of me; if, therefore, tho owners of this 
cargo will coudescend to honow me with a 
visit, they can pick and chooso fom my domains, 
gardens and grounds five times the value of 
what they have lost.” 

Tt will be readily conceived that few were 
found willing to avail themselves of this liberal 
offer. Poor Mr. Massok himself eventually fell 
into tho rebel’s clutches, who, after forcibly detain- 
ing him, under pretexts of friendship, and a wish 
to feast him on the fat of the land, ‘at length 
requested some exorbitant loan of money, which, 
being refused, the unfortunate Consul was 
thrown into prison, and maltreated, till he was 
oventually sold as a slave to some pilgrims, from 
whom Kutchuk enforced the immediate payment 
of the sum he had originally demanded of Mr. 
Massok. 

We found Mustuk Bey a man of very propos- 
sessing manners and appoaranco, with a noble 
boaring, and the eyeof'a hawk, To soon effaced all 
unpleasunt feelings or prejudices, and alter an 
hour’s interesting conversation, we left him vory 
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much impressed in his favour, and I beliove taking 
all in all, he is about as good a Governor as Turkey 
can boast, and peculiarly fitted for the manage- 
ment of the mountsincers, who, though now 
seldom guilty of any outrage, would become 
very troublesome, if not ruled with an iron rod. 
We found the castle in pretty good repair, and 
the dungeons and cells made ono’s blood curdle. 
Damp, uncarthly smells came up from them, 
and the wind moaning mournfully through 
crumbling apertures, sounded like tho moans 
of their ancient inmates. The mosque was 6 
magnificent ruin, full of exquisitely chisseled 
marble pillars, and with a porfect mosaic floor- 
ing. We climbed up the tottering minaret, and 
from its ruincd summit, had a fine view of the 
surrounding scenery. Thence wo passed through 
the lofty and dosolate-looking bazaars, which 
must once have given occupation to hundreds 
of souls. 

A. solitary old man sold coffee and tobacco 
in a miserable corner, and with this exception, 
not a soul did we meet amongst the ruins of 
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the town, or till we got back to the modern 
village, which is evidently a flourishing one ; 
and the air of contentment and cheerfulness 
in mon, women and children, who were all 
merry-making, 0s it was the eve of some festival, 
spoke much in favour of the present government, 
and strangely contrasted with the past history of 
the far-famed mountain. 

There is an old isolated ruined castle on the 
top of hill behind Byass, into which no native 
would on any occasion enter alone, as it is 
supposed to be haunted by the evil spirit of the 
rebel chivf, 
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CIIAPTER VITI. 


The Levant Company — Dveadful mortality — Novel 
mode of bud-catching —An Asiatic nuisance — A 
Turkish aqueduci—The Pirate’s ti: casme—hiuption 
of ints—The camel-diiveis—The Sultan's mother— 
Life of a native female—Nicosin, 


I was for a considerable’ time resident at 
Alexandretta, and when the fever from which 
Twas suffering permitted, T rambled over the 
place in search of what it was grievously defi- 
cient in, amusement. 

The old Levant Company’s factory, built more 
than a century ago, and where more Inglish- 
men died during the continuance of their 
charter, then have died in all Syria sincy its 
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expiration, was the first place to attract my 
attention. Even the walls, which remain at the 
present day, show it to have been a strong and 
eapacious building, There is one entrance 
fireing the sea It now stands exactly in the 
centic of an inaccessible marsh, with only a 
thread of rising ground ‘from the gateway to 
the beach. Well indeed might the factors have 
been short-lived in those days. However 
comfortable and well furnished, or however lofty 
and dry their apartments, however abundant 
the necessaries and luxuries of life, (and they 
wo said to have been rare bon-vivants), every 
breath they inhaled was charged with poisonous 
miasma, nnd vapours noxious with putrificd 
vegetable and aniinal matter, Tence arose the 
cireumstance of the archives of the Aleppo 
Consulato containing so many inchucholy 
records of the untimely faics of these unhappy 
men, Here, one reads of the appointment of 
Mr. Smith to be factor at Alexandretta, and 
a dozen pages afterwards there is an entry of 
his sudden illness and death: so his sucerssor, 
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and so on for several successive yours, four 
months being reckoned a long period for a 
factor to survive. One poor man managed to got 
through two years, when he got leave to visit 
Aleppo for the benefit of his health, and a week 
after his roturn, he was buried in the Greek 
Church. : 

There was now litile to be seen of this struc- 
ture but the outer walls and some bomb-proof 
cellars, out of which fig-treos and pomegranates 
were vigorously sprouting, On scrambling 
up to the upper rooms, where I had the 
gratification of mecting a snake, T found the 
placa so sliaky and unsafe, that I was glad to 
get down again with whole limbs. 

The Greck Church is a curious old structure, 
fall of quaint-looking pictures, intonded as 
representatives of saints, and containing some 
very antique carvings. Tho grave-yard is close 
by, and the wholo is enclosed by lofty walls, 
to keep out tho jackals, Many « poor English. 
man lies buried here, and’ gomo clabovatoly 
carved and handsome marble monuments still 
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remain to indicate their graves. One bears 
dato so far back as 1660; but the finest are 
thoso raised to tho memory of Sir Thomas Pye, 
who died here on his retwn from Jerusalem, 
and a family of the name of Lowe-——Martin 
Lowe, his wife, daughter, and son-in-law. In 
the neighbourhood is ai old Crusaders’ camp, 
so strongly built and cemented together, as 
to have resisted overy effort made to pull it 
down, for the purpose of using the stone in the 
construction of other edifices, 

T had some good shooting here. The frank- 
olin, a remarkably fine bird, and something 
hetween a pheasant and a partridge, is peculiar 
to this part of tho country, and could be met 
with in flights. I consider it to be the most 
delicate game in oxistence, The natives, who 
never atlempt to shoot anything on tho wing, 
have a method of gotling pot shols af these 
birds. hoy carry a frame-work, covored with 
canvass, containing two eyelet holes and a little 
opening for the gun io pass through, and thus 
accoulered they sicalthily approach the haunts 
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of the frankolin, which mistakes the canvass 
for the wings of some huge bird of prey, and 
retreats precipitately into a bush, whence it 
yeconnoitres its movements, while the natives, 
having fixed the frame-work on the bush, 
leisurely take aim at it. 

The boys at Scanderoon practice a similar 
manceuvre to entrap quails, except that, instead 
of guns, they have hand-nets, and go in partics 
of from ten to fifteen. They beat the bushos 
in a large circle, and gradually approach a 
central point, flapping the canvass all the time, 
which so terrifies the birds, that they all keep 
flying inward, till they are collected in one 
bush, Then the hand-nets of the boys secure 
them, and as many as forty brace are taken 
at a throw, Immense numbers of migratory 
birds are also taken at this season by means of 
bird-lime. Goldfinches are the earliost arrivals, 
and it is not unusual to see a cluster of more 
than twenty beautifully-variegated birds strung 
to a pack-thread, offered by these urchins to 
ship-masters for three piastres, about six pence. 
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About June the great heats set in, and it 
is wonderful to see the sudden change wrought 
on the faco of natwe. All vegetation is 
parched up in a week ; the whole carth assumes 
a fiery ved tinge; and the refraction from the 
sky and sca, aided by the sandy beach, ocen- 
sions a glare that is insufferable. But though 
the heat by day is intense, excepting when a 
stray breeze from scaward chances to reach it, 
it is not to be compared with the stifling, 
suffocating, and uninterrupted closeness of the 
atmosphere at night. The lofty mountains in 
the immediate vicinity of the village have no 
opening to admit the circulation of air. The 
sea breezes seem slopped in their progress, and 
hoavy masses of yapourish clouds, which have 
been hitherto driven before them, now effectually 
impede the land breeze in the rear, TJenee 
not a leaf is heard to stir, and not even a frog 
croaks from tho marshes; which at this season 
are enveloped in mist, only dispelled for a few 
hours before and after mid-day. To add to the 
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disagrecables which beset us, some petty 
merchants of Aleppo were induced one year 
to speculate in bones, which wero collected at 
Alexandretta, and heaped up ready for shipment 
by the first vessel found willing to take so 
loathsome a cargo. A portion of these hones 
were accumulated near the beach, but by far 
the greater mass were in a kind of court-yard 
connected with tho factory, immediately under 
the windows of the counting-house, and close to 
the bed-chambers and silting-room of tho 
factors. Amongst these bones were several 
that had large piecos of flesh attached to them, 
and there were heads of animals in their entire 
state, which had been collected through the 
negligence of those appointed to superintond the 
purchase, and thrown into this heap. This 
nuisance, in conjunction with tho naturally 
noxious atmosphere, rendered the vicinily of the 
factory a nucleus of pestilence, Tho French 
Consul and his family took flight to a village in 
the mountains, and even tho poorest porter, 
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though himself compelled to remain and worl, 
managed to send his family away for tho 
summer. 

Everything was burnt up and wiwholesome : 
we were oven obliged to fetch our water from 
the spring fountain-head, and keep i¢ in carthen 
jars, in order to have it drinkable, ‘The water 
supplied by the fountains in the village, owing 
to the pipes that brought it from the spring 
being damaged and out of repair, was more 
than lukewarm, and “no one would drink it ; 
and yet not six months had passed since the 
good and philanthropic old man at whoso 
exponse the water had been conducted into the 
village, and who had laid out forty thousand 
pinstres, or four hundred pounds, in the under. 
taking, had tho satisfaction of seoing his good work 
completed, and died contented in the thought, 

This was an act worthy of record. Musi 
Tani, the donor of the aqueduct, had been 
nearly half a contury interpreter to the English 
nt Scanderoon, Ho had no funily, and 
having accumulated what was considercd for 
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a native a considerable fortuno; and his wife 
being well provided for, he thought of bene- 
fitting those around in a way in which all 
would be equal partukers of his generosity. 
Many a weary trudge would it save the poor 
peasant girls and women, through the hot sun 
of summer, and the cold and wet of the winter. 
Well for his peace was it, that he did not live to 
see the fraud which had been practised on him, 
by those to whom he had confided the execution 
of the works. ‘The worst materials had been 
used, and on the approach of bad weather, the 
aqueduct gave way. There is a strong suspicion 
that his wife was implicated in the imposition ; 
and, cortainly, her character is tho reverse of his, 
as she is both sordid and crafty, and very 
unpopular with all her neighbours, 

A strange oasis in the prospect was formed 
by the red and white oloander-bushes, which in 
summer are in full blossom, and surrounded by 
luxuriant myrtle-bushes, so thickly sot as to 
be in some parts impenctrable. Innumerable 
hares find refuge in theso thickets, and steal 
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forth to sip the dew at early dawn. The 
oleander flourishes along the sea-side, and 
springs out of the sandy beach in spots one 
would imagine to be the Jast in the world for 
such beautiful and delicate plants, There is 
also a species of white lily in blossom about the 
same period, and the sylla mavitima (quill) 
springs up in every dircction. 

Vessels in summer should anchor far out at 
sca, so as to be benefitted by the sca and land 
breezes, which blow uninterruptedly in a line 
from Cape Kangyr to Jonas’ Pillars, though 
impeded by headlands and capes from reaching 
Alexandretta. The operation of landing goods 
and ballasting will be retarded by the distance ; 
butas the vessel must await the return messenger 
from Aleppo, the benctit acruing to the crow 
is of incaleulably greater importance, Another 
preoaution necessary, is to avoid exposure to 
the great heat of the day and the heavy dows of 
night. As the erew are employed in the boats, 
it is as woll that they should knock off worl, 
from 10 Am, till 2 pm, and they should 
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always sleep under cover. Notwithstanding 
those precautions, fever breaks out on board. 
When this is the case, aperients should imme- 
diately be administered, followed by from sixteen 
to twenty grains of sulphate of quinine to be 
given the day after, in doses of four grains, 
taken half-hourly. Alcxandictta has, however, 
a resident doctor, who, from practical knowledge 
and experience, putting aside his skill, knows 
well how to treat the ague, Spirit and wines 
should be avoided, or used in the utmost 
moderation, and blecding should never be 
resorted to, as it has always proved fatal in 
Scanderoon. 

Jonas’ Pillars, so called from a tradition that 
exists among nautical men, that it was here the 
prophet Jonah was landed by the whalv, aro 
distinctly visible from the shipping. A close 
inspection shows plainly that they originally 
supported some triumphal arch, raised, perhaps, 
by Alexander after his victory over Darius ; or 
what is more probable, they formed a gale of 
ontrance to an old ruincd castle, perfectly con- 
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coaled by brushwood and wild vines, and 
situated some two hundredayards beyond. A 
well-beaicn pathway may still be traced to the 
ruin, and there are fragmonts of foundations of 
walls, which confirm one in this opinion. The 
high-road to Byass passes just above these 
pillars, and the remains of on old Roman rond 
aro in a perfeot state of preservation. 
Ship-masters generally make a point of 
visiting the Pillars by sca, pulling or sailing 
to them in their long-boats. The distance, 
however, is vory deceptive, and twice as great as 
it appears. Persons visiting this spot will do well 
to go armed, The captain of a Sardinian brig, 
having found a rill of peculiarly fine water in 
this spot, whilst his vessel was Jonding a littl 
lower down, dotermined on filling his water. 
casks here; and accordingly ho landed with the 
boat, and having filled as many casks as it 
contained, sent it off, wilh orders to the mate 
to return with a fresh batch of empty bartels ; 
moanwhile, he sauntered alone about the Pillars, 
and got entangled amongst the brushwood, 
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whon he saw a native coming, as he supposed, 
to his assistance » but the fellow, instead of 
setting him in the right pathway, made him 
understand by signs that he should like to 
possess himself of all the loose money then in 
his pockets. To this the captain was naturally in- 
clined to dissent, making no doubt that he could 
master his opponent with little difficulty. His 
dismay was great, however, when, on the other 
pointing to a little eminence just above his head, 
he discovered, for the first time, the grizzly 
faces of six or seyen Arabs, with their guns 
levelled, ready to take aim at him. The moncy 
was immediately forthcoming, and no sooner 
had the boat touched the shore again, than he 
leapt into her, and ordered the men to pull 
for their lives, thankful ta have escaped with 
the loss of only a hindful of piastres. ‘This 
happened in January, 1844, 

The aulumn of 1843, and the winter of 
that yoar and the next, were extremely mild 
and invigorating, Through the winter we had 
occasional attacks of the ague, from which wo 
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were never afterwards entirely free; but with 
the help of that sovereign rgmedy, sulphate of 
quinine, we kept pretty clear of it for a season, 
sometimes enjoying three weeks of uninter- 
rupted health. We got so accustomed to the 
evil at Jast, that when we were attacked, we 
scarecly heeded it. We ato and drank imme- 
diately before the fit, and were ravenous when 
it was past; and the strength we lost in one 
bout, was fully made up by good living before 
another turn came. We had one consolation, 
though it may be considered an equivocal one: 
we had run the gauntlet ; fever had fairly 
sottled in our constitutions, and assumed the 
form of an ague. [lence we were never liable 
to any fever of a malignant kind, and stood 1s 
good a chanca as the oldest inhabitant of 
keeping up for years. Our doctor himself 
was as great a sufferer as any of us, but he 
soon threw all other medicines to the dogs, 
and followed our examplo of living’ woll, and 
tempering himself with quinine, 

There is a Lradition amongst the natives of 
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Aloxandretta, which I believe to have some 
foundation, that about seventy or eighty years 
ago, a notorious pirate was chased into the bay 
by a British cruizer, and so hard pressed, that 
the crew had only time to run tho vessel ashore, 
and cscape in their boats, with tho money and 
valuables that they could most casily carry 
away, before she was boarded by the cruizer’s 
boats, and her cargo being tianshipped, she was 
set in flames. By escaping to the mountains, 
where all pursuit was fruitless, the pirates this 
time escaped the penalty of their lawless careor ; 
but in aftor years ‘just retribution overtook 
some of them, and they were captured and 
taken into Malta, whore they were hanged at 
the yard-arm of a frigate. 

Ono of the pirates justi before being oxe- 
culed, imparted to a compatriot Greck, o 
sailor of a vessel that was anchored hard by, 
the important secrct that, at a certain distance 
from the ‘shore, at Alexandretta, at a certain 
side of the bay, and under a spot marked by 
three palm-trees growing out of one stom, 
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there lay interred, at a considerable depth, a 
box containing no Jess a sum than seventy 
thousand Spanish dollars, which the pirates in 
their precipitate retroat had concealed, hoping 
at somo future period to recover it, Their 
hopes, howover, had been blighted by the 
impossibility of carrying away so heavy a box, 
without being detected by the wary coast guard. 
The consequence was, that the treasure was 
still there, and the dying culprit expressed a 
hope that his compatriot might some day be 
benefitted by the discloswre he had just heard. 
The pirates wero hanged; and years rolled hy, 
ero the happy possessor of the seeret found 
means of proceeding to Alexandretia. On his 
arrival, he was sadly perplexed by the fact 
of there being several palm-trees answering to 
the description givon him, and almost all situated 
ata like distance from the shore. He resorted, 
however, to the plan of measuring the distance 
af cach treo, pace by pave, and so hoped to 
arrive at some accurate conclusion as to the 
right spot he wished to discover. A grave 
vol, UW, K 
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old Turk, who was accustomed threo timos ‘a 
day to pray there, simply from the circumstance 
of its being close to a stream of water, which 
flowed into the sea, and cnabled him with 
greater convenience to perform his ablutions, 
was struck with the strange mancuvrings of 
the dollar hunter; and finally arriving at the 
conclusion that he must be some wretched 
lunatic who had broken loose from his keeper, 
humanely determined on having him taken up, 
and bastinadocd, to discover the truthh He 
accordingly suggested this mild course to the 
Governor of Aloxandrotta, and that functionary 
having had ocular demonstration of tho veracity 
of the Turk’s statement as to the facts, ordered 
the Greok to be seized ; and on his being unable 
to givo any satisfaclory account of himself 
immediately subjected him to tho prescribed 
punishment. Unable to withstand the torture, 
the writhing Greck spluttered out his  sveret, 
amidst groans and cries; and no sooner had 
his errand become Imown, than it got publicity 
all over the village, and from the village was 
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spread into the intorior, by camel-drivers and 
muletecrs, and along the sea coast as far as 
Stamboul, by the gossip-loving crews of native 
orafts, 

The Greck was released, and sent back to 
his country ; and that very night, all the palm- 
trees in the direction indicated were cut down to 
a lovel with the ground, and their roots burnt 
out, so that next day not a vestige of them 
was to be scen amongst the tall rushes and 
grass of the marshes. The Governor himself, 
in all probabilily, made scerct offorts to recover 
the treasure ; but whether he succeeded or not, 
it is impossible to say. One thing is certain, 
that for months afterwards no native was 
permitted to loiter near the spot, which would 
seem to indicate that the Govemor’s search 
had been fruitless ; and indeed [ have no doubt 
that, if the dollars were really ever butied there, 
they remain there to this day. Up to the 
present time indecd, at intervals of every three 
or four years, strangers arrive at Aloxandretta, 
for tho pwpose of digging up the money, 
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bringing with them all the necessory imple- 
ments, and an immense stock of ardour and 
perseverance, But they invariably go away 
with sorrowful looks, and fever-shaken frames, 
thoroughly convinced that the whole thing is 
a fable. Anybody, however, is at liberty to 
renew the quest, and probably adventurers will 
not be wanting for many 2 long year. 

Tt was spring when we took possession of 
the new Consular residenco at Aloxandrctta, 
and at the same time a large colony of rats 
moved in with us. Thore seemed, however, to 
be a tacit understanding between us, that we 
were to be masters by day and they by night. 
The large platform ceiling, between the tiled 
roof and the walls, was their hall of assombly 
till nightfall, and when the lights wero out, 
and we in bed, they had access 10 overy apart 
ment. They made pretty free uso of their 
liberty too, a silk neckcloth or a stray stocking, 
or the wick of a halfextinguished oil lamp, 
supplied them with a good meal; but their 
favourite morceau, if one might judge from the 
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crumpling and rumpling and confidential squeak- 
ings, was an old newspaper, which would always 
be dovoured with avidity, 

Poison had no effect on these unwelcome 
visitors. ‘Drams of argonic, sponges steeped, in 
acids, and fried slices of cork, designod to swell 
enormously in their stomachs, with extra fine 
pulverized glass masked in sugar, and other 
destructive delicacies, were nocturnally placed 
for their consumption, and as rogularly con- 
sumed, but sccmed to have tho effect of 
increasing, rather than diminishing, their num- 
bers, and cats or traps they made merry withal. 

Tt is a singular fact, that these rats invariably 
desorted the house in the summer months. 
Whore they went to, T have no idea, but during 
the unhealthy season, not one was to be scen. 
T have read somowhere that there is a swampy 
plain at the foot of the ITimalaya, mountains, 
the atmosphere of which is so deadly during 
the hot months, that the very tigers and wild 
beasts, with which it is infested in the winter, 
retive to the mountains for purer air. Perhaps, 
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the same influences operate on the rats at 
Scanderoon ; for if other animals shrink 
instinctively from fever, a rat may havo the 
same fine perception and innate dread of 
ague. 

The average time camels take to go from 
Alexandretta to Aleppo, is six days; but in 
winter they have sometimes, owing to the state 
of the roads, been twenty days on the journey. 
Muleteers perform it three days in summer, and 
six in winter. Messengers sent express on 
horseback accomplish it in two days or twenty- 
four hours; and what may appear strange, foot 
messengers, who are generally Arabs, get over 
the ground quite as quickly. 

The camel-drivers are a hardy, robust race, 
who have seldom, throughout their lives, any 
othor canopy over their heads, night or day, 
snow or rain, than tho heavens, Enveloped in 
their shecp-skini cloaks, and squatted round 
such fire as the weather will permit of their 
having, they vociferate rather than talk, and 
sing and smoke, and are as contented as though 
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they wore snugly seated in some baronial hall; 
They sleep an hour or so profoundly, and wake 
up as refreshed as though their couch had been 
eider-down, instead of the damp carth, and as 
though thoy had had the finest blankets, instead 
of frost, for their coyerlet. 

On the whole, nothing can exceed the hard 
life which these poor fellows lead. Buffetted 
and reviled by Turkish officials, or European 
merchants, they toil on the road, screaming to 
each other, or to their submissive but occasion- 
ally truant camels. Now a bale is hanging 
over a precipice and must be adjusted ; and the 
cameliers hurry to cach other with frantic * 
clamour, their gaunt but inuscular limbs quiver- 
ing with excitement, “ C’est un peuple criard,” 
says Lamartine ; and so in good truth thoy are. 
Tt is by no means an uncommon thing for them 
to lose their voices for a while, afer an unusu- 
ally disastrous accident to a camel, so perse- 
veringly and incessantly had they bawled their 
injunctions, reproaches, and imprecations after 
the poor Beast, ore it completed the mischief. 
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The loading of the camel is a most important 

matter. Two bales must be found of cqual 
weight ; these are not always to be secured, 
and the struggle that onsues among tho 
cameliers for such a couple defies description, 
Screams, oaths, and imprecations ring the air ; 
occasionally followed by an assault and 
battery, though they rarely come to blows, 
The Turkish officials, to restore order, un- 
spmingly use their cancs, while sundry kicks 
from the Frank factor second his interferonce, 
‘The last camel is loaded at length; the 
caravan stalks stealthily away at a solemn 
and funereal pace, The ground they had occu- 
pied is immediately inspected by the vulture 
and the jackal, who pick up whatover has 
been left behind. 

I have scen, at times, as many as one 
thousand camels leave Alexandretla for Aleppo 
in one day, bearing high aloft upon their backs 
two thousand Manchestor iron-bound bales of 
twist and manufactures, a proud sight for the 
Englishman to meot, as he journeys from Aleppo 
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to the coast, on the plains of the Amuk, Two 
clesses of camels arrive: the summer, or 
Syrian camel; and the winter, or Turkoman 
camel, Tho latter is 2 much finor animal, and 
will carry, equally poised, two bales weighing 
together half a ton. 

In 1842, the Sultan’s aunt was one of the 
holy pilgrims who passed through Alexandyetta 
to Mecca, and was escorted in great pomp. 
The British Consul, and some of tho other 
Consuls, went towards Byass, to accompany the 
cortége. I joined the party, which was posted 
in a convenient position on the road by the 
Turkish officers, who joined the cavalcade. As 
the Sultana passcd, we raised our hats to the 
gorgeous tarlarawan, or litter, in which she was 
seated; and there might havo been a kangarao 
or a monkey within, for anything wo could see, 
tho yery magnificont curtains and fringe entirely 
covoring the litter, so that thore was no sign 
of any ocoupant. TTowever, the officer com- 
manding tho escort afterwards conveyed to the 
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Consular body her Highnoss’s thanks and com- 
pliments. . 

There were a vast number of Turkish ladies 
—all holy pilgrims—in the Sultana’s suite, 
and several harems of other pilgrims, who 
took advantage of the escort, and accompanied 
the cavalcade, all equally veiled, though in 
coarser stuff, which hid them from the vulgar 
gaze, 

Ii is on such occasions as these, when the 
Sultan himself, or any member of his family, 
travels, that bridges and roads in Turkey stand 
any chanco of repair. We of Alcxandretta 
benefitted to this extent—that an ald bridge 
was repaired, which led over a morass in the 
centre of the marshes. Previously to this ocon- 
sion, it had iomained for years in a very bad 
condition, though the caravans to Aleppo passed 
ovor it daly, and scoldom without » camol or 
two sprawling in the water, to the great damage 
of the clean now bales of Manchester mani 
factures slung upon their backs, and which, by 


ASIA MINOR. 208 


some unexplained process pursued at Aleppo 
wore duly condemned, and paid for by the under- 
writors al Lloyds, as damaged by sea-water. 
The pilgrims from Constantinople to Mecca 
pass annually through Alexandretta, and there 
is a sad deficiency in their numbers when, after 
many months’ absence, they return, 

The facilities for communication between 
England and Alexandrotta have within tho last 
year beon greatly augmented. There is now a 
monthly steamer direct to Liverpool, touching 
at Beyrout, Alexandria, Malta, and Gibraltar ; 
and a bi-monthly packet, which coasts from 
Smyrna to Alexandretta. The Government 
Tartar post coming from Damascus and Aleppo, 
passes evory Monday through Aloxandretta, and 
conveys lotlers and specio through Asin Minor 
to Smyrna and Constantinople. Tho journey 
is performed from Alexandretta to the capital, 
by these untirmg and oxtraordinary Turkish 
messengers, in six days; caravans are forty 
days in accomplishing tho sane distance. ‘This 
is proverbial. “Sow your pool (beans),” say 
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the Arabs of Scanderoon, “and go to Stamboul: 
on your return you may gather your crop,”’ 
eighty days being apparently’ requisite to bring 
this vegetable to maturity. 

The Europcan community at Alexandrotta 
are free from all discascs but fever and ague. 
Not so the natives. Bad nutriment, damp 
lodgings, and protracted fasts, subject them 
to diarrhoea and dropsical diseases; and the 
autumn is more fatal to them than summor 
proved to us. Poor, ignorant, bigoted croatuyes, 
pallid and wore out with discase, they could not 
‘be induced by any argument, or fear of finding 
death, to take broth or nutritious boiled meat, 
because it happencd to be a fast, and though we 
have even got the priest to promise them abse- 
lution, it was without effect.  Pationts with 
violent inflammatory discascs would subsist 
upon olives and dried figs, oils and wuripe finit, 
I obsorved that the womon in particular wore 
most scrupulous in observing their fusts; and 
yet, while these outward observances were rigidly 
adhered to, pilferings and lying, cursing and 
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slandeving, and intrigues of every kind wero the 
main-spring of their hearts, and daily and hourly 
in practice. 

The women and children of Alexandretta 
are, taking the gencral run, without the 
slightest pretensions to good looks. The 
domestic occupations of tho womon consist 
in sweeping out their huts of a morning, 
baking, washing, and cooking. Saturday is 
the presoribed day for washing, and a great 
variety of strange-coloured and quaintly-shaped 
habiliments, flanked on oither side with an 
alarming array of rags, may then be seen sus- 
pended to poles, or cords, opposite to each hut, 
On waking in tho morning, tho first care of 
the housewife is to set about hor husband's 
breakfast, as he, being a porter or some way 
connected with tho works of the thotory, must 
be away anddoing by sunrise. If it happen 
to be fast time, a largo plate of olives, a platter 
of burghul (a preparation made of wheat, boiled 
and dried in the sun, and then ground at a 
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mill), cold fiom last night, a few red chilies, 
and an onion or two, or perhaps a salad of 
garlic and sour pomogranates, are sel. before him, 
to satisfy his cravings. ‘These he generally - 
washes down with a large potation of spirits, 
and then hies away till mid-day. By that time, 
dirty little nondescript bundles, thal have been 
lying in a heap on a still filthier mattress in the 
corner, begin to show evident symptoms of lifo 
and returning animation ; these are the labourer’s 
hopeful progeny. If any doubt is entertained 
by the anxious mother as to the fact of their 
being awake or not, this is speedily set at rest 
by » simultancous serceching and squalling from 
the infant group, who are only pacified by her 
repeated assurances that breakfast is ready and 
waiting. They then crawl forth, and squat 
in a oiicle round the dhibs (a species of mo- 
lasses, made from grape juice), which they 
attack with wooden spoons, cach taking care 
to have his just allowance, which is not to 
be had without fighting for. When all are 
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satisfied, so that they can neither speak nor 
move, they ereop back to their corncr, and fall 
fast asleep again, 

Now tho wife scts to work in carnest, rolls 
up the bedding, and stows it away in a crevice 
mado in tho wall for that purpose; sweeps 

“the floor ; sprinkles water all over it ; lights the 
fire ; scours the platters and spoons; prepares 
tho mid-day meal, and then sets about hor morn- 
ing oblations. Both men and women are very 
cleanly, and wash their face, hands, and feet 
frequently during the day. Their children, 
however, are neglected in this respect, till they 
get old enough to imitale their parents, and the 
mother rcligiously avoids washing them, oxcept 
on Saturdays, as they always cry at tho sight of 
waicr, and this touches her on a tender point, 
Saturday, however, is devuted to a genoral 
scrubbing, beginning with the good man of 
the house, then the elder childron, and then 
mamma herself, As to the small fry, they are 
thrown together into a large cauldron, despite 
kickings and yells, and fairly boiled into a state 
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of purity, Of course the water is not at 
scalding heat, but in the Turkish baths T have 
sometimes felt tho excessive heat of the water 
most painfully. 

The native inhabitants are generally civil 
and obliging to Europeans. This, in a preat 
measure, arises fiom their being dependant on 
them for employment and food, the whole 
population being directly or indirectly employed 
by the Consuls, and other European residents. 
The bazaars at Scandoroon aro a miserable 
affair, badly situated and worse supplied. No 
butcher resides in the place; when meat is 
killed for the inhabitants, the Europeans, or 
the shipping, the owner of the sheep or goats 
briugs them down to the sea-side, and they are 
there slaughtered and disposed of Bakers are 
plentiful, and tho bread is of a vory fair quality, 
This arises from the port being frequented by 
Cypriote Greeks, who have introduced the art 
of baking. Through the winter, the fow Euro- 
peans mect of an cyoning alternately at each 
other’s houses, where they have a cup of tea, 
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a quict chal, a song, or a tune on the guitar, 
and a round game at Lofo, 

Travellers wisely steer clear of Alexandretta, 
so that the only novelty is the arrival of on 
English vessel, or a stray passenger bound for 
Aleppo. The oxertions made by the Europeans 
in gardening and farming have produced vory 
satisfactory results. They have also abundance 
of turkeys, geese, and ducks, besides a very 
fine specimen of Bussoah fowls. Potato crops 
were, when I left, promising; green peas 
abundant ; and lettuces, radishes, and cauliflowers 
were flourishing. Tho natives used to laugh 
at tho pains we took in gardening; their fore- 
fathers never dyveamé of such a thing, and, of 
course, they could not do bottor than follow 
in their steps. Our success, however, scomed 
to open thoir cycs a little, and very soon mary 
came begging for seeds. 

On tho celebration of the Greck festival of 
Eastor, it was a custom long established, that 
tho European faetors should visit the more 
respectable class of natives, such as maga- 
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zincors, interpreters, &c., at their own domiciles. 
This was a kind of tetwn visit for the ono 
they paid on Christinas-day. On these occa- 
sions we were regaled at cach house with 
swectments, wines, liquemts, pipes, and coffee ; 
and by the time we had completed the round, 
we wore generally so stuffed with the things 
forced upon us, as to feel uncomfortable for the 
rest of the day. Natives always keop it up 
for three days and three nights, during which, 
time they cat and drink, and smoke and dance, 
and sing without intermission. The effects of 
this excess aro plainly visible on their return to 
work in their bloodshot, heavy-looking vycs, 
and the almost entire loss of their voices. 

A. cavousal is their summit of onjoyment, 
If thore is a wedding, or a burial, a child born, 
or a child buptized, « fast coming, or a fast 
over, tho event is always celebrated by a de. 
bauch, and every man goos to bed, ov ts carried 
to it, in a stale of intoxication, The women 
aro generally sober, bub are intemperate as 
regards eating; and as for the childron, their 
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appetites are insatiable, And here I may 
mention, that there is an extraardinary resem. 
blance between w Scanderoon frog and a Scan- 
deroon child, 1 have often watched a frog on 
the banks of a quagmire, basking in the sun, 
and the large bloated body and withered little 
legs of tho animal are too faithfully represented in 
the child, who may be daily seen squatted out- 
side its parents’ hut. How the children evor 
grow up to be robust and strong men is 
inexplicable to me; but that they do improve 
is boyond doubt. 

The villages in the vicinity of Scunderoon 
supply tho bazaars plentifully with vegetables 
and fruit in the season. The vegetables pro- 
duced aro beans of various sorts, cucumbers, 
turnips, twnip-radishes, pumpkins, tho love- 
apple or Tomatta spinach, the bamiah, ea 
vegetable common in India, and tho badanjarn, 
likewise of Tadian origin, and known also in the 
south of France, Tho fruit consists of apples, 
pears, peaches, pomegranates, apricats, melons, 
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and grapes; all, howover, of a very inferior 
quality, excopt the grapes. Of these latter, 
they make black and red wines for home con- 
sumption, and some of the wine is really good. 
Tho natives boil their grapes in the process, 
which makes their wines sweet and hendy, 
and most unpalatable to Europeans. The sea 
supplies excellent red mullets, and several other 
fish, including at times sardines and tonnies ; 
but I novor saw any species of shell-fish. 
Living is cortainly cheap, as the following briof 
table may show: 


sd. 
A loaf of bread 7 ‘ . 0 2 
Fresh butter the oke of 2 Ibs. 

11 0, O 2 
Fowls each ‘ . . O 2H 
Mutton por rototo, 67 Ibs. . 10 
Rico 3 an 6 » O 7 
Fish 3 vi 0 4 


And so on, in proportion, with overything else, 
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As regards fresh milk and buttor, Scandoroon 
is better supplied than any other part of Syria, 
which is strange, considering the Scanty pas- 
turage the cows have to subsist upon, 
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CIIAPTER IX. 


Tho envions of Alesandictta—- Eaxcusiona to the 
villages—Story of an wnbiella—Diverting adventure 
~— The battle-field of antiquity — Alexander md 
Dauus. 


To those residing at Alexandretta, it is most 
important to contrive some means of absenting 
thomselyes, as much as their occupations will 
admit of, during the summer months. If it be 
only for a good night’s repose, this is desirable ; 
for what with fleas, mosquitoes, sand-flics, 
heat, and prickly heat, the tortures one undey- 
goes on a summer's night arc almost incon- 
colvable. 
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Unfortunately thero are no healthy villages 
within such a convenient distanco, as to admit 
of a fover-strickon factor riding in and out 
every day of his life; but a tent may be 
pitched upon some of the hills in the imme- 
diate vicinity ; although, unless attended by a 
retinue of servants, this proceeding would not 
be altogether safe, Morcover, the very heavy 
dews that full during the summer nights, 
would soon make a tent unwholesomely 
damp. 

We visited all the villages in the vicinity of 
Scanderoon, for the purpose of ascertaining 
which was best adapted as a summer retreat, 
and finally fixed upon Beilan. 

The following is a brief desciption of theso 
villages : : 

Nargheslok is inhabited by Armenian 
peasants, who cultivate lands, the property of 
the Boys of Bilan. Tera several of the Greek 
families from Alexandretta sect refuge from 
the heat and sickness of the summer; and for 
a trifling consideration, are permitted by the 
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peasants to make common use with themselves 
of their houses and kilchens, Everybody 
sleeps at this scason, whon rain seldom or over 
falls, on platforms iaiscd on four poles, and 
thatched over with dry leaves. The house and 
garden allotted to the use of the Fiench 
Consul, was an exception to the genoral rule, 
being the private property of a Greek carpenter, 
named Hosta Ibraham, who had not only 
constructed a very neat cottage, but surrounded 
it with « garden very tastefully laid out, He 
had none in the world but himself and wife to 
care for; and as no peisuasion could induce 
him to follow his craft during the summer 
months, especially at such a placo as Scan- 
deroon, where he resided six months in the 
year, his leisure hours were spent in the im- 
provement and adornment of his garden and 
cottage. Here they were glad to see such as 
could sparo time to visit them; and on Sun- 
days a pretty strong party would sometimes 
mustor there, The ride and the mountain air 
used to sharpen our appotites; and seated 
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under the shade of the lofty walnut-trees, with 
a little rivulet of crystal water murmuring by 
us, we were well prepared to partake of the 
hospitable cheer of our kind and oxccllent 
host. The fruit here was romakably fine, and 
the smoke and cup of coffce after it, followed 
by a siesta on the soft, grecn bank, wore 
agrecable in the extreme. I recal these 
excursions with pleasure, They are bright 
spots in my recollections of Scandeioon life, 
otherwise so gloomy and monotonous. At 
Nargheslik, there were some pleasant walks 
and good partridge shooting ; but it was com- 
pletely out of the way of the high road, and 
one might remain for weelss wilhout any news 
from Scanderoon. 

Tho next village we visiled was Ascar-Beylik, 
only half an how’s ride from Scandoroon, It. 
is built in an elevated position, and contains 
only cighteen houses, with pretty little gardens 
and vineyards, and a rill of fine cool water. 

you. Wy. L 
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But the nights here are as hot as down below; 
mosquitoes aro as plentiful, and even fever 
oxists: so that this would never suit as a 
summor retreat. Neither did Ackchay, another 
village about the same distance, on tho Pyass 
road, offer grcater advantages, Tho gardens 
were pretty and thickly shaded, and the water 
good; but besides being quite out of the world, 
it was hot and unhealthy, and swarmed with 
mosquitocs. It contains only seven huts, and 
is in a very questionable position for safoty, some 
robbers’ haunts being in the vicinity. 

Karaach, a large villago containing some 
three thousand souls, and inhabited entirely by 
Fellahs, or idolaters, next invites attention. It 
is situated on the other side of tho marsh 
behind Scanderoon, and not ten minutes’ ride 
from it, The mulberry gardens, which here 
also belong to the Bey of Beilan, are vory fino, 
and are well cultivated, producing annually ao 
considerable supply of silk, which is gathored in 
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by the Bey, and sold to merchants in Aleppo, 
Tho houses are neatly buil, and cleanly, and 
some of the gardens produce a larga variety of 
fine figs, in addition to other fruits: vegetables, 
too, are plentiful, But Karaach is invaded by 
the Scanderoon air and Scanderoon vapours, 
and the heat is the same, while vermin ate 
moro plentiful, and the water is not half so 
good, 

Thore yet remains Arsous, a sen-port village, 
eight how's from Scanderoon, and not far from 
Cape Kanyr. The distance is, of course, an 
insurmountable objection to its affording a 
suburban residence. I visited the placo in 





company with M, G » the French Consul ; 
and a themorable excursion it was. The road 
the wholo way lay close alongside tho sea-shore, 
so that the glare was intolerable, ‘even at first 
sotting off, but when we got ubout half way, the 
lofty range of sond-hills, which were like so 
many hugo mirrors held up to the sw, nearly 
L 2 
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‘blinded -us,..and ‘gave me.such-a.violont. head. 
ache that:1 could seareely cop my- saddle, :‘Pho 
old. Frenchman, who had, duing. his forty 
yours.‘ residence, *-acquired, experience in these” 
jaunts, and was furnished with a huge. white 
cotton umbrella and a monstrous pair .of green’; 
spectacles, was laughing at my folly in coming 
without these indispensables.. His mirth made : 
me. exceedingly wrathful, but soon afterwards 
Thad the gratification of sceing the tables burned 





on shim—the: quiet old’ nag he wast : 
without any previous warning, suddenly, throw- 
ing: itself down on. the sand, for tho purpose, of 
having a. good roll. After a good Inugh, I 

oxtracted. G—~- by. main force from the 
stivrups, as his situation, from tho taef of his 
being dressed in’ loose Oriental cloth tous Ss 
was becoming perilous, and it was impossible 
that. he, could ever, without assistance, release 
his fect. . With some difficulty, I sucteeded ‘in: 
getting him safely on his feot, with the. Joss. only 
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of his. cotton umbrella, much damaged in the 
joints; and aftor having vented ‘a fow male- 
dictions. on the unconscious horse, we set 
forward again. THe was too much occupied, 
however, in guiding -his steed, and too much 
evest-fallen to recover his good-humouwr, and he 
‘kept on ‘bewailing the loss of his white umbrella, 
‘dnd was not appeased till, on ovr arrival at the 
village, a native lent him one to retwn with 
next day. 

G——- told me an amusing ¢ anecdote’ of an 
umbrella he had in his possession—a xed one, 
red having always been’ his: favourite colour 
until this. incident occurred. At the poriod 
that the: English bombarded Syria, and drove 
‘the Egyptians out; Alexandretta: camo in for a 
portion ‘of: ‘powder und shot. —M. GQ “and 
his: family were: at that period there, but ex- 
peeting that the Reyptian troops then in Asia ; 
‘Minor; would: pass: ‘through. on their flight: ta 
Baypts and would. as: surely. ‘bo-fired upon by © 
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the men-of-war in harbour, he considered it the 
safest course to rotrcat to his country house in 
Nargheslik, so as to be out of harm’s way. THe 
accordingly started with his family and servants 
at about ten A.M, passing through the marshos, 
which wore thon dry, and pursuing the route 
unmolested, till they came to the high ground 
some two miles behind Alexandretta, Here the 
yoad to Nonghoslile lies under a bank, which 
was in some places covered with myrtle bushes 
had a 





and in some paris bare. M. G 
ved umbrella, and Madame had a red umbrella, 
and the two eldest children had each a red 
umbrella, as had cach of tho nurses, and ench 
of the other servants, forming quite an array. 
One of tho look-out men on board a frigate at 
this moment tw'ned upon them, and the only 
abject distinguishable at that distance was soma- 
thing red, creeping atmongst the bushos: he 
concluded that they were a party of Hgyption 
soldiers, in stealthy retreat; and to the incon 


ASIA MINOR, 223 


ceivable consternation and astonishment of the 
Consul’s family, a heavy fire was accordingly 
opened upon them, causing them to jump from 
their stecds, and so on foot creep back to 
Scanderoon. Subsequently, circumstances led 
to an cxplanation of the affair, and ever since, 
red has been renounced by old G——. 

Arsous is the name given to two separate 
villages, one situated at the mouth of a little 
river, where small native vessels can entor, 
trading from the opposite coast of Ayas, from 
Cyprus, and from Egypt: the other, about 
half a mile inland, We went first to the 
smaller Arsous, o village containing some one 
hundred and fifty souls. Quantities of fire. 
wood and timber are exported hence to Egypt, 
and it imports principally salt, The larger 
Arsous contains about two thousand inhabit- 
ants, all cultivators and tillers of the soil. 
The silk, wheat, and maize produced here is, 
like that of the other villages, tho property of 
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the Beys of Beilan, who give one-third of the 
produce to the peasants, as wages for their 
Tabour, owls are abundant and cheap, as 
indeed are all articles of food, but the climate 
is bad. The heat is intense, and the place is 
over-run with snakes and other venomous 
reptiles. 

On the opposite shore of the gulf is the 
village of Ayas, chiefly inhabited by Turcomen 
Arabs, who are born and bred notorious 
thieves. To such a pitch docs their admiration 
of roguery oxtend, that a man’s capabilities are 
measured by the standard of his peculations, 
When a young man is desirous of obtaining 
some fair maiden of his tribe in marriage, the 
first requisition on tho part of the Indy’s 
father is, that he produce proofs of his being 
worthy of such a distinction, and these proofs 
must evince the oxpertness and cunning lie has 
displayed in thieving. If they prove satisfac. 
tory, a valuation of the moiden is made, and 
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her price is generally ostimated at so many 
head of cattle, and perhaps some few piastres. 
The wedding then takcs place, when the bride 
produces, to decorate the nuptial tent, the 
carpet on which all her maiden skill has for 
many, years been oxercised, and which was 
originally commenced for this purpose, For 
fineness, yet strongth of texture, for brilliancy 
of colours, and elegance of design, few carpets 
can surpass these productions. They rarely 
fall into the hands of a stranger, as only dire 
necessity will force.an Arab to part with one, 
The women in particular venerate them as 
emblems of connubial happiness. They are to 
thom what a wedding-ring is to a Christian. 
Carpets of an inferior quality aro made expressly 
for sale, and may be had at a reasonable 
price. : 

It is supposed that the vast plain extending 
from Ayas to Byass, which now affords pas- 
turage io the numerous flocks and herds of 

L383 
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these Turcomen, was the field where the armivs 
of Aloxandey and Darius met, but on ‘this 
hypothesis, I do not venture to offer au 
opinion. 

The large lagoons off Ayas afford shelter 
to innumerable turtle, which are oceasionally 
caught by the crews of men-of-war — IIer 
Majesty’s steamer ‘ Hecate’ caught upwards 
of three hundred in a very few hours, and it 
was rare sport to seo the tars turning thom 
over, or getting turned over themselves, as the 
turtle made-a rush to break through their 
ianks, and escape to sea. A small river dis- 
charges itself into the sca here, which is, 
however, navigable by boats for several miles 
up. 

We saw all that was to be seen in Arsous— 
snakes included—in a short time, and gladly 
set oul on our return, taking good care to 
choose a fitter time for the jowmecy than we had 
chosen in coming, We left by moonlight nt 
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two A.M., and so got to Scanderoon before the 
great heat of the day, quite pleased to think 
that we had found a place that was decidedly 
worse than even Alexandretta. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Retreatin the Mountains—Perilous travelling—A Night 
adventure—~Turkish news-mongers—A barber's shop 
Mysteries of tinde—A Mahommedan anchorite-— 
The Beys of Beilan—-A. Syrian Doctor—Armenian 


women. 


Tun change fiom Alexandretia to Beilu is 
most agreeable, the weather being so cool 
up here that in the ely morning and evoning, 
Iwas glad to have recourse to a warm cloak 
or coat. Every morning a heavy mist covered 
the place, but soon after the sun had risen 
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above the mountains, this was dispelled, and 
thon the weathcr was most oxhilarating. The 
continual murmuring, of numborless cascades, 
which rushed over the rocky precipices in every 
direction, and the pleasant little streams, that 
were conducted through cach house, and 
formed little fountains in the centre of the 
courtyards, were checring objects on a hot 
summer’s day; and the low moaning sound of 
the night-breeze, as it rustled through the wild 
mountain woods, made one feel more com- 
fortable within doors. There were no mos- 
quitoes hovering round, and no jackals howled 
without: frogs and other loathsome reptiles 
were equally scarce, The little plaintive note 
of the night-owl, regularly echoed by its distant 
companion, was rather agrecable than other 
wise; and the clear, healthy atmosphere 
made sleep both refreshing and invigorating 
—-not the listloss, restless, troubled, wary 
thing it was in Scanderoon, where, af dawn, 
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aching limbs and head told sadly of the night's 
unrest. 

Beilan is situated in a gorge between two 
lofty ranges of mountains, through which, at all 
seasons of tho year, there is a free circulation of 
air. It has becn known to be blowing nearly 
a gale up here, whilst thoso in the plains below 
were panting for a breath of air, As the 
mountains on either side descend gradually 
towards each other, and at the foot are only 
separated by a ravine or torrent, the inhabitants 
have been compelled to construct thei houses 
up’ the sides of cither decivity; so that the 
roofs of the ground-ticr of houses form the 
terraces of the sccond, and the second of the 
third, and so on the whole way up to the top. 
This gives the place more the appearance of a 
gigantic fight of steps, cut out of the mountains, 
than anything else, especially ns the houses are 
within a shade of the same colour, 


The entrance to this place, coming from 
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Scanderoon, is singularly strong in natural 
defences, and might be rendered impregnable 
by art, as the road, Joads round circuitous 
mountains, conducting you to within gun-shot 
of the main pass or natural gates, from which 
it is separated by a fearful ravine, and then 
winds along the edge of this ravine for full 
half an hour before it arrives at the pass. 
Here the scenery is magnificent: on one side is 
a splendid view of the hill and dale, river, 
rivulet and plein, which lics between Aysous, 
Beilan and Scanderoon, whilst the sea forms 
a vast boundary to the prospect ; on the other 
side are innumerable lofty mountains, thickly 
covered with forests, whilst those in the imme- 
diate vicinily of Beilan, are entirely bare und 
sterile; and at your fect lies the Lown itself, with 
the protty little ravine below it, teeming with 
fruit gardens, with asnausolcum on an cminende 
in the centre, and a torrent of foaming wator 
dashing down the middle. Here the desect 
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is frightfully precipitous, oven for mules; and [ 
have, shuddering, watched poor laden camels 
coming down, rolling like ships in a storm, 
picking their way with cautious steps; for the 
least slip would be sure destruction, and cause 
them and their burthens to be hurled down a 
fearful abyss. 

Tho streets in Beilan resemble those of 
Malta, “strects of stairs,” with occasional 
patches of loose caith and stones, up and down 
which one slips, and scrambles ovor, at the risk 
of breaking one’s limbs, particularly if weak 
about the joints, which is generally the case 
with ague patients. The house I occupied was, 
however, nol fifty yards above the Aleppo road, 
and being once on this level, I was enabled 
to take long walks in the ovening, though the 
sameness soon wearied me; and when, after a 
month’s respite from ague, I found myself 
getting a little strength, I could not resist the 


temptation of a change, which invariably brought 
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on a return of the old complaint. On one occa- 
sion, when I had strayed rather fuither than 
usual, my attention boing engrossed , by the 
charming scenery, night came upon me un- 
awares, and, losing the way, I found myself 
obliged, in such dense darkness, to come 
to a sland. In this immovable position, I 
sat down on the damp earth, exposed to the 
heavy dew of the night, and to the still less 
pleasant prospect of visits from hyonas and 
chetahs, till nigh upon midnight, when some, 
natives, who had been sent out with torches, luck- 
ily discovered me, and then, by the aid of their 
flambeaux, I discovered that, by taking a wrong 
descent, I had come upon a narrow point jutting 
out from the range of mountains, with a precipice 
on either side of very great depth, This offectually 
cured my taste for rambling, and I thenceforward 
confined my jaunts to the little valloy just under 
the town, Here I found some shooting, there 
being a number of beccafigocs (delicious little 
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birds) in the fig-treos. When weary, some wide- 
spreading mulberry afforded shade under which 
to rest, and where one could smoke the heat of 
day away, listening the while to water from 
the cascade yoaring through the clattering 
wheels of a flow-mill, 

There are many sweolly picturesque spots 
about Beilan; but withal, afler tho first 
charm of novelty has worn off, it is dull and 
lonely. The perpetual sound of rushing waters, 
and tho low moaning of tho breeze, which 
alone break the intense stillness that reigns 
throughout the day, invest the place with on 
indescribable sadness. The beccafigo, or a stray 
lark or so, aro tho only birds I cvor saw in 
Beilan. Tho bazaat consists of one tong 
street, of xbout half x mile m extent, flanized 
with a coffce-house and some huge old trees 
ab either end, and a torrent of water vushing 
down the centre. The fist thing IT saw on 
entering the bazaar, was 2 colluction of old 
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worthics with cloaks and grey beards, seated on 
ponches under the before-mentioned — trees, 
smoking pipes and narghilehs, and drinking 
small cups of coffee. These, wore rotired 
tradesmen, enjoying their otiwm cum dig. with 
all Oriental gravity. They saluted us with a 
“fadthal,” which means, in one word, “ Favour 
us with your company.” On my sitting down, 
thoy were really pleased, and treated me with 
coffeo and a smoke. ‘Then they asked my 
opinion on the latest news; for the Turkish 
goot-post (postman), to and from Constanti- 
nople, passes through the town weekly, and the 
Tartar has generally 2 good supply of alarming 
political intelligence, ‘This latest news is genc- 
vally an “old song to a new tune,” that the 
Turks have had a sharp engagement with 
the Russians, and have slain fifty thousand, and 
taken twenty thousand Russian prisondrs. The 
anly difference is, thaé the number of prisoners 
and slain changes occasionally. If you laugh, 
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these old worthies become. highly indignant; so 
I used to look mystoriously grave, and say } 
knew nothing of the matter, at which they 
would nod at cach other significantly, and 
stroke their beards, whispering {o one another, 
he knows more than Ife chooses to tell, When 
ata loss for information, they would invariably 
ask me if it were truco that the English had 
a Queen, and on answering in the affirmative, 
Mashalla! Mashalla! would pass from mouth 
to mouth, the beards again be put in motion, 
and all of them set to work, tooth and nail, 
chanting verses from the Koran in a low, 
grumbling voice. As I presumed theso were 
not over complimentary to my country, their 
utterance was a signal for mo to bear away, 
possibly to undergo a like ordeal a few yards 
further on. 

The shops are aranged on cither side of the 
streets, cach shop being about cight feet by 
six; in the centre of which, cross-lezged and 
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tailor-fashion, the owner is seated in all the 
dignity of a tradesman. Opposite the coffec- 
house is sure to be the barber's, for those who 
undergo the operation of being shaved, are 
generally faint when it is all over, and require 
such stimulants as a cup of coffee and a smoke, 
Shaving indeed is no slight operation for a 
native in these parts. First the barber scalds 
the wretched individual’s face and head with 
boiling hot water, at which he would possibly 
complain, were not his mouth effectually stopped 
with svap-suds. Then, while the head and 
face, and the cyes and cars, and neck are white 
with suds, and covered with little air bubbles, 
the barber, armed with a huge horse-hair bag, 
rubs and sorubs and polishes up the soap, till it 
offectually disappears and gives place to a 
blood-red colow. This is the head of the 
sufferer, under the influence of friction. Water 
in a freezing state is now brought into requisi- 
tion, and instantly allays the inflammation, which 
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is succeeded by a ghastly whiteness. Luke-warm 
water is finally applied, and then the razor, 
after the usual flourishes and stropping, comes 
into carnest play, and leaving a very small 
patch of hair on the very top of the head 
makes 2 clean sweep,right down—hair, whiskers, 
beard, and everything save tho much fayoured 
and highly curled moustache. These operations 
over, cracking of all the minor joints ensues, 
and the fingers go off liko a small batlory of 
crackers: then the barber stufis his two fore. 
fingors into the sufforer’s cars, and gives his head 
such a shake as, one would imagine, would be 
sufficient to addle a man’s brain for the re- 
mainder of his life. This is the last infliction, 
and the task is now completed, and the turban 
replaced. The fee being paid, coffee and 
chibouks are brought across the strcot into the 
hummum, justopposite, where thebodyundergovs 
even more violent treatment than has just beon 
visited on the head, and then the man has 
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done with barbers and with baths for a 
week, 

Next to the bath is the butcher’s, and opposite 
a bread shop—for the bread is baked at home 
and brought here for sale. A cook’s shop is next 
im order, emitting a strong savour of fried onions 
and garlic. The rustic having bought his 
loaf, comes here for a stick of cabobs, small 
bits of meat, with alternate layers of onions, roasted 
on wooden skewers, or a bit of cheese, A bowl of 
Isbon or curdled cream, a raw onion, a dozen 
cucumbers, and about half a hundred. apricots, 
compose his light and digestible breakfast. 
But he has a long way to trudge on foot, and a 
hot day before him, and tho thought of the 
journey makes him more hungry than usual 
so that he is obliged to run “over and fetch 
another couple of loaves, and comes back for 
another stick of cabobs; and even when ho has 
eaten all this, his appetite is still so keon, that 
the cook is obliged to keop a sharp look out for 
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the skewer, which would otherwise bo chewed to 
extract the flavour. 

Fine healthy fellows are the mulctcers, and 
the owners of gedeeshes, or hack horses, hired 
to ‘carry away goods; and have their own and 
u horse’s appetite. They are the best customers 
the cook’s shop has, for they come into Beilan 
just at the right time of day, and having started 
from Scanderoon at daylight, have just had a 
nice cool walk without being fatigued, and the 
morning air on the mountains has made thom 
ravenous. As tho,regular caravans, which are 
always under a chief, only take or bring burthens 
to and from Aleppo, the peasants of Beilan, and 
those in Alexandretta and tho surrounding vil- 
lages, always endeavour to lay by a sufficiency to 
purchase themselves a good strong hack horse, 
for which ample occupation is always found. 
These hacks, or as they are here called gedecshes, 
ave used for transporting silk and goods to and 
from Antioch, Suedia and other places. When 
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not thus occupied, the proprictors load them 
with firewood from the mountains for their own 
use, or for salo, or carry fruit and vegetables to 
market, wheat to the mill, and in twenty other 
ways make them serviceable. Hence the owner 
scldom oy ever mounts his own animal, and 
very careful of its being well fed, cleaned and 
shod: in fact, devotes more care and attention 
to it than he does to his wife or children, and 
he the journey cver so long, always trudges 
behind on foot. Noxt to the geedish, his most 
valued possession is his ycllow Turcoman boots, 
with rough hairy soles, which are laced with 
leather strops up to the knee. Should the road 
be very muddy, or strewn with sharp stones, 
off come the boots, and slinging them on. his 
shoulders, he prefers to expose “his bare feeb to 
tho cold and damp and chances of laceration, 
rather than run the risk of injuring them. 
These boots are intended more for show than. 
“use, and when new and brightly coloured, with 
VOL. HL M 
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the addition of a gaudy carpet-pattern overeaut, 
are supposed to have quite an overpowering 
effect on the hearts of the peasant maidens. 
Next to the cook-shop, is a silversmith’s, 
where may be had nose-ornaments for the 
Turcoman ladies, aud silver bangles for the 
ankles of all classes of Syrian ladics. A copper- 
smith close by, keeps up a perpetual hammoring: 
and clattering ; and then there is a kind of ves» 
taurateur, where one may purchase large lumps of 
snow, iccd-sherbet, sweetmeats, and dried fruit, 
The nextis a musician, and plays incessantly ona 
little guitar, made of a driod gourd. Nothing 
stops him, except a customer; and cven then 
the force of habit is so strong, ho sings out the 
weight and price‘to some fashionable Turkish 
air, Ho is the very reverse of what Togartl’s 
enraged musician was; for though his neigh. 
bour, the copper-smith, effectually drowned 
every other sound within half a mile, he never 


heeded the interruption in the slightest degree, 
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To strangers, looking on from a little distance, 
he would have the appearance of a maniac. 
When the little barber has nobody to shave, he 
is sure to be here, being an amateur, though 
not a professor of music. 

After this Apollo, a quiet, sober set of retail- 
dealers are boxed up opposite to each other. 
Chintzes, tobacco, Timbac raisins, dried figs 
olives, rice, lentils, combs, and looking-glasses, 
spices and honcy, are the usual articles exposed 
to view, with, every here and there, a long string 
of Turkish slippers, salt-fish, and garlic. I found 
some of the occupants chatting with passing 
friends, and others smoking; others reading 
aloud, and some fow aslecp, perfectly secure of 

, their neighbour’s honesty. At the end of 

these, I came to the opposition coffec-house, 

with an opposition tree, and opposition elders, 

® caravansarai for animals, a farrier’s, and a 

day-school ; and beyond, the Custom-officer’s 

office, at the musty window of which the little 
M 2 
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old man was seated, keeping a sharp look-out. 
No sooner did he spy a load coming by, than 
he crouched behind the corner of the door, and 
should the peasant neglect to present the no- 
cessary pass, out he flew, and seized the horses’ 
bridles, pouring forth a torrent, of abuse, and 
kicking and striking the Hereulcan peasant, who 
might have crushed him with a blow, but he 
would as soon think of flying, as making the 
least retort. So he pockets all the effronts, 
and goes away quite meek and subdued, and 
possibly minus a few piastyes. 

This completed the bazaar, and brought me 
to the Aleppo high road, where there were only 
a few stray Armenian houses. But I ought to 
mention that in the centre of the bazaar, is tho | 
entrance to the mosque, from the minaret of 
which the call to prayer is regularly heard. 

About the most singular personage to be 
seen in Beilan, is one who is constantly haunting 
the bazaars. Morning, noon, and night, there 
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he is sure to be ; sometimes on the roof, ‘some- 
times in the street, sometimes for hours as 
immovable as a statue, and at others utterly 
restless. This individual is a Turkish saint, 
an Abyssinian by descent, who has renounced 
the pomps and vanities of the world, and 
adheres so rigidly to his vows, that he has 
entirely left off wearing apparel, and will on no 
account adopt any kind of covering. There 
ave in Turkey several impostors of this genus, 
actuated solely by mercenary, or even worse 
motives; but this poor wretch is evidently 
mad. Tle seldom or ever enters any private 
domicile; never asks for food, and swallows 
such as is offored without any sign of relish or 
satisfaction, What is most cxtiaordinary, is, 
that heat and cold have apparently no effect 
upon him. He sleeps under the hottest sun, 
and while exposed to the extreme cold of a 
frosty night. He never speaks, laughs, or cries, 
nor seems to take any notice of passing events, 


246 SYRIA, PALESTINE, AND 


nor to evince any of those passions to which 
human beings are subjected. Turks aro very 
superstitious, and allow great privileges to this 
dass of anchorites. ‘They are even permitted 
to enter the precincts of the harem, a Tiberty: 
denied to a father and brother. ‘The history of 
this idiot is, that being a slave in the service of 
arich Bey of Beilan, he chanced to be smitten 
hy the charms of one of his wives, Tho lady 
slighted Lhe approaches of such a lover, as well 
she might; and being exceedingly sensitive, 
he went mad, Such is the character turned 
thus loose on society. 

Beilan couteins ‘about threo thousand five 
hundred inhabitants, of whom two-thirds are 
Armenians, and one third Turks. The Turkish 
quarter is entirely separated from the Christian, 
but they in general agree well together, and are 
even partnors in gardens and other speculations, 
The place is governed by a Mutyclin, and has 
a Cadi and a Mufti, with an Armenian Kekiah, 
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chosen by the people. The Mufti is the oldest 
inhabitant of the place, and has thirty-six sons 
grown up and married, Tho Megilis, or 
council, is composed of the aforegoing, with 
the assistance of the beys, or nobles, of Beilan. 
Of these, the principal are Mustafa Bey, Hadgi 
Bey, Abdalla Bey, Houssan Bey, and Izzct Bey, 
all very influential men, from being natives of 
the place, immediately descended from Pashas, 
and possessed of great wealth, as also extensive 
landed property. 

About the period that Kutchuk Ali Oglu 
flourished at Byass, and for several ycars 
proviously, the whole mountain-range from 
Taurus to Beilan was in a state of open 
rebellion, and divided amongst a number of 
petty chiofs, who had each their separate tribes, 
and a defined portion of territory. Many of 
these rebels had once held high posts under the 
Sultan’s government, but as at that time de- 


capitation, exiling for life, and confiscation of 


248 SYRIA, PALESTINE, AND 


property and lands, were of very frequent oc- 
cwrenes, and all partios were equally amenable 
to these violent proceedings,’ from the Grand 
Vizier himself down to the lowest Ryah; such 
functionarics as found themselves destined to 
occupy posts in the immediate vicinity of these 
strongholds, determined to avail themselves of 
the defences afforded them by nature and 
position, and formed a kind of confederation. 
In this they entered into a treaty, offensive and 
defensive, by which it was stipulated that they 
should by no means interfere with cach other’s 
local governments, or encroach on one another’s 
territories, and only meet and act together in 
cases where an assault from the Sublime Porte 
might threaten their mutual destruction, ‘The 
principle of honour amongst thieves was for 
some time strictly observed by the allies, the 
only one who proved incorrigible being the 
famed Kutehuk Ali Ogtu. 


One of the most influential of the confederates 
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was Moustafa Pasha, of Brousa, an educated 
man for those times, and whose character was 
a strange compound of good sense, craft, and 
Imavery. Tis territory extended from Beilan 
to Cape Kanzyr, including Scanderoon, Karaach, 
Arsous, and a large range of fortile plains. 
This land was then in an uncultivated and 
neglected state, owing to the insecurity of the 
husbandmen, who were perpetually exposed to 
the extensive system of avanizing then practised, 
and still not quite out of date, by the potty 
officers of the local government. If a poor man 
had a cow, or a few sheep or fowls, a donkey 
or horse, or a small patch of cultivated ground, 
theso cormorants were swro to pounce upon him 
in the name of their immediate superiors, and 
as no other salary was awarded to the employés, 
than such as they could, by their own cunning 
and intrigue, contrive to obtain, by fair means or 
foul, the complaints of injured parties were 
winked at by the officials, and the only redress 
M3 
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the unfortunate peasant obtained, was the bas- 
tinado or tho prison. — LTenec, even those 
amongst the inhabitants who had by hard 
Jabour and industry amassed a few  piustres, 
dared make no use of their carnings in bettering 
their condition in Tite, but burying the treasure 
under-ground, patiently waited for better times, 
living meanwhile in the most abject misery, 
Moustafa Pasha abolished every kind of 
taxation, and held out rewards to such amongst 
the inhabitants as should by their indus- 
try, and perseverance, cultivate the long- 
neglected soil A disme, after three years’ 
cultivation, was all he pretended to lay clain 
to; and he even supphed the peasants with 
oxen, ploughs, and other aids for fotrowing and 
tilling the land, allotting to each nan his por- 
tion, as freehold property, and procuring seeds, 
grain, mulberry-slips, and every other requisite. 
Now had the long-looked for timo arrived. ‘The 


entrapped Ryahs, rapturous i their encomiums 
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on their new governor, swore cternal fidelity to 
him ; and such as had amassed money, brought 
forth their treasurcs from the bowels of the 
earth. Neat firm-houses were constructed 
and well stocked. TIusbandmen worked with 
a good will, Twelvemonths had scarcely 
passed when valleys and mountains were 
laughing with shocks of corn; and mulberry- 
gardens spread on every side. Three or four 
years passed in the same satisfactory way. The 
disme was regularly collected; the Ryahs 
amassed wealth, and the first crop of silk was 
produced from the gardens of Karaach and 
Arsous, proving better than their best anticipa- 
tions, 

Meanwhile, the old Pasha had married four 
wives, and by cach had a rising generation of 
sons and daughters, and how to leave a suitable 
provision for this family, was now a scrious 
consideration with Imm. At length, he chose 


secret emissarics, who were sent forth amongst 
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the swrounding villages to take note of the 
best cultivated ficld, and silk plantations, and of 
the wealth and condition of the landholders. 
Theso oniissaries soon returned, and the 
unhappy individuals noted by them were 
marked out for destruction. The bodies of 
somo persons just interred at Beilan were 
secretly exhumed, and their throats cut from 
car to ear, when they were conveyed at night 
from the town, and thrown into the ditches 
close by the houses of the unsuspicious mil- 
lionaires, where they were discovered, as by 
chance, the noxt morning. The Pasho’s emis- 
saries then suborned false witncéses against 
five or six of the wifortunate men living in the 
immediate vicinity, aud the poor wretches were 
cast into prison, where they had the alternative 
of death, or a surrender of their cstates, 
which were regularly scttled on the Pnsha’s 
children. Should they hesitate to come to 


these terms, they were sure to disappear in 
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some mysterious manner, and none dared ask a 
question on the subject. By this means, or by 
gelting up a pretended robbery, when the 
stolen property was sure to be found concealed 
at the house of somo wealthy Ryah, the whole 
of the gardens and lands gradually exchanged 
hands. Tho Pasha’s children became virtual 
possessor's ; and the original owners, in many 
cases the peasants employed by them to till 
the land, receiving as wages but one-fourth of 
the value of the produce, which is barely suffi- 
cient to procure them, for half the year, the 
common necessarics of lifo; and for the other 
half, they are compelled, as I have before 
shown, to borrow money from their landlords 
at exorbitant interest, which leaves them per- 
petually in their debt. 

Tbrahim Pasha investigated many of the se- 
erets connected with the tenures held by these 
Beys ; and if the Porte were to take the same 
trouble, it would be found that nearly the whole 
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of their various cstatos had been obtained by the 
most cruel injustice. At the departure of Mous- 
tafa Pasha, who was sent into exile when the 
rebel confederation was broken up, his wives and 
their respective families separated, still, however, 
inhabiting Beilan, where the present race of 
Beys were all born, and where they still retain 
their titles and dignities, exercising to this day 
many petty acts of violence and barbavity, of 
which the Porte is kept in careful ignorance. 
Moustafa Boy has several times been Mutzelim, 
and is generally liked in Beilan. Izvect Bey 
has been educated in Constantinople, and is a 
perfect gentleman in ly manners, and a good 
Arabic and Turkish schola. I believe him to be 
an exception to the general run, and an honest, 
upright, and honourable man, When I last 
saw him, he was m a rapid deeline, and under 
the cae of Dr. Mendelssohn, an expe- 
rienced Prussian physician, who had still 
hopes of his recovery. Tadgi Bey is a sleepy, 
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miserly, avaicious character; and Abdallah 
Bey, the youngest son, sot, and a bigotted 
Frank-hater, held in detestation both by Turks 
and Christians, 

Tho Armenians have a chapel at Beilan, 
whore they have service every morning through- 
out the year an hour before daylight, be the 
weather what it may. So long as they can 
crawl out, devout people invariably attend thew 
matins. As no bell is allowed to be suspended 
in their church, a large hollow sounding-board 
is struck with an immense wooden, hammer, 
and this is so distinctly heard all over the 
place as to answer every purpose required. 

Hadji Yacob, the British agent at Beilan, 
has for many years filled this past with zeal 
and oredit. Ie was roughly used by the 

” Egyptian troops on thoir evacuating Syria, und 
plundered both of money and goods, for which 
he has hitherto obtained no satisfaction. His 


house is the usual resort of English travellers, 
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and they have all had occasion to be much 
satisfied with his hospitable reception. Tho good 
Hadji is an Armenian, and enjoys tho repu- 
tation of being a doctor, having a cerlain know- 
ledge of medicinal herbs, which he administers 
in alarmingly strong doses—his theory being, 
that if a patient get better by the third day, he 
will recover; whereas, if he evince symptoms 
of being worse at that time, it is a bad case, 
and he leaves him to fate and his own constitu- 
tion—about the best chanco a sick man can 
obtain from the native practitioners of Syria. 

A doctor is thought nothing of hore, unless 
he resorts to violent remedies. I was told a 
curious anecdote of a soi-disunt doctor, who 
acquired a great reputation in Beilan, Te was 
much given to administering emictics, and 
having a very delicate patient, resorted as usual 
to this method of cure, leaving in tho hands of 
the paticnt’s brother three strong doses of 
emotic, which he direcled should be ad- 
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ministered at intervals of three hows. The 
brother, finding that the first powder had no 
immediate effect, gave the unfortunate invalid 
the remaining two within five minutes. The 
result was violent sickness, succecded by spasms 
and cramp, which, in a few hours, terminated 
fatally. Next day the doctor was astounded'to 
Jearn, on inquiring, that his patient was dead, 
and evinced his concern in his face, “ Never 
mind,” said the brother, “it was so fated: 
but, Mashalla! you are a great doctor: the 
medicine you gave never ceased operating till 
the moment of my brother’s death, It was 
a fine medicine, and if it couldn’t cure him, 
nothing carthly could.” 

Hadji Yacob, though liberal as to quantity, 
was careful to use only simple remedies, some 
‘almost as harmless as that administered by an 
Italian renegade and refugee, who, having en- 
tered as a Medico in the Turkish service, was 


appointed to a regiment. An old acquaintance 
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in Italy, hearing of his success, and having 
just opened an apothecary’s shop, wrote him 
along and affectionate appeal, enclosing a lst 
of the medicines sold at his store, and soliciting 
his support and those of his colleagues. The 
learned doctor, on Tooking down the catalogue, 
chanced to cast his eye on an article which was 
set down at an extremely low price, and think. 
ing this would just suit for hospital use, in 
physicking the soldiers, and not being very 
particular as to the cftieacy of the remedy, he 
sent for a large supply of this particular drug. 
What was his astonishment and indignation to 
find, on its arrival, that it was nothing more or 
Tess than common table salt, which, under the 
disguise of a scientific namo, the doctor had 
fondly imagined to be some new-fangled patent 
eure for all known discases. 

Old Hadji is about as good « practitioner as 
this skilful man, but knows bettor what he is 
about, «His brother, Sarkies, lives in the samo 
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house, and having: a slight knowledge of Italian, 
acts as a kind of interpreter. They have a 
vineyard on the mountains behind Beilan, which 
furnishes them with beck-maze, raisins, wine, 
and aqua vite, All the inhabitants have 
gardens and vineyards, which, in a great 
measure, support them, and some very fine 
fruit is produced mm the vicinity. Mutton 
of a vory superior quality is always to be 
had, and buffalo and goat flesh is frequently 
used. 

The inhabitants, men, women, and children, 
are 4 fino healthy set, and some of the Arme- 
nian girls oxtromely beautiful. Like all other 
Oriental nations they marry very young, become 
mothers at thirteen, and grey-headed at thirty. 
Their costume is very peculiar, the men being 
always distinguishable by their long robes and 
dark turbans; the women by their peculiar 
head dress, which is decorated with something 
like the strap of a helmet, composed of old 


silver coins. A bride wears a massive silver 
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plate on the top of her fez, from which old 
coins hang in fesloons, and this is only laid by 
on her becoming a mother, or in the event 
of the husband's death. 

The natives of Boilan, Turks as well as 
Armenians, ave quict and peaceable in disposi- 
tion, and very honest. T never once heard of a 
thoft, all the time I was there, The Turks are 
very cleanly: the Armenians are the reverse. 
In winter, the cold is excessive, and there 
are heavy falls of snow. The wild boar makes 
its appearance, and is ofton shot; and one may 
be procured for a gazce (about 3s. 6d.), espe- 
cially during the Armenian Lent. The skin, 
however, is rettined by the natives, who sell it 
to the curriers of the place. We cured some 
very excellent hams of these boars, and found 
their flesh delicate and tender, Wolves, hyenas, 
chetahs, and even leopards, have been seen 
during severe winters, but they rarely approach 
the town. 

Beilan is reckoned to be about three thousand 
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five hundred feet above the level of the sea, 
but I think it must be full four thousand fect. 
Alexandrotta, situated in the heart of this 
region, would have kept pace with Beyrout, 
and have now been a densely populated and 
thriving town, had it not been for the draw- 
back of its climate. It is owing solely to this, 
that it remains thinly inhabited, and merely 
a wretched village, The trade that passes 
through it, however, has been steadily aug- 
menting for the last ten years, 

In 1841, the number of British vessels that 
landed cargoes at Alexandretta from England 
was twenty. In 1850, the British shipping 
amounted to fifty vessels, and amongst these 
wero many of a larger tonnage than had pre- 
viously frequented the port. This increase has, 
in some small measure, augmented the popula- 
tion, and there are also a few more Europeans 
resident there, The houses, too, are improv- 
ing, and where, in 1843, there was but one 
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tenable house, there are now four or five, and 
both warehouses und magazines have incrensed 
in number and size. 

With Alexandretta and Byass, we lake leave 
of Syria, and now enter Asia Minor, 
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CHAPTER XI, 


ASIA MINOR. 


Mevsine — Turshish — Coursing and hawking — The 
plague of fleas—ITeliopolis—Phe Seven Sleepers. 


Tus passago from Alexandretta to Mersine, 
the sea-port of Tarsous, or Tarshish, usually 
occupies twonty-four hours. At Morsine, there 
is,a quarantine establishment against Syria and 
Egypt ; and on arriving, 1 was subjected to five 
days’ purification, This is a ridiculous farce, as 
any traveller, by landing an hour further on, 


might traverse Asia Minor without interruption. 
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Mersine is a small village, somewhat similar 
in size to Alexandretta, though infinitely more 
picturesque. It abounds with orange and 
mulberry-trees, and herein consists its supe- 
riority over Alexandretta ; for in the lattor 
place, there is but one solitary palm-tree to be 
seen, There is a neatly built Inzaretto; and 
close by, are three or four pretty summer- 
houses, the property of gentlemen. residing at 
Tarsous, who resort hither during the hot 
weather, A very prominent building on one 
of the prettiest capes is the property of Mr. W. 
Barker. 

Maisine, though but an open rondstead, is 
much frequented during the summer mouths 
by French vessels, though even then, 50 soon as 
the sca-breeze sets in, such a swf gets up, that 
frequently all landing operations have to be 
suspended for a day or two. The lown ts 
twelve miles from Tarsous, but the road is so 


excellent and level, that one might casily driva 
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all the way in a cmringe.“ Morsine is famous 
as a resort of the little bird called the frankolin, 
which is never disturbed, excopt during two 
months of the year. 

From Mersine, I procceded to Tarsous, 
whore I spent two months with Mr. Clapporton, 
our hospitable Vice-Consul. 

Tarshish, or Tarsous, the birth-place of St, 
Paul, and once no mean city of Silesia, is 
situated in the very contre of a vast plain, equi- 
distant from, and bounded by, the sca on one 
side, and by the mighty range of the Taurus on 
the other, The modern town contains some very 
fine buildings and mosques, and is entirely 
walled in by massive masonry. Both tho in- 
terior and exterior of the town are filthy in the 
extreme ; and I found the walls outside heaped 
up with the carcasses of camles, oxen, horses, 
and other cattle, amongst which a murrain 
must have raged before my arrival, The 
streets wore literally strewn with dead cats ond 

VoL, I. N 
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dogs. Fortunately, however, Mr. Clapperton’s 
house was situated aloof from tho town, ns 
wore tho houses of all the Consuls, so that L 
was less annoyed by this accumulation than 1 
might have been During the winter, 
the chmate was mild and agreeable, but in 
summer, the heat is said to bo intense, and 
the inhabitants are subjected to virulent fevers, 
move fatal than those of Alexandretta. 

Tarsous exports vast quantities of cattle into 
Beypt, though its commerce is almost entirely 
dependent on Smyrna, from which place Buro- 
pean manufactures and goods are imported, 
and a fow Smyrna merchants purchase the 
cotton produced in this district, and export it 
by European vesscls. Grain is very plentiful ; 
and in 1845, when thero was a dearth all over 
Syna, Tarsous supplicd its neighbours with 
many ship-loads of wheat and barley. 

The European inhabitants amuse themselves 
by coursing-matches, and races; and Tarsous 
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is celebrated for its pecuharly swift-footed groy- 
hounds. Tho surrounding plains abound with 
the caper-plant, which the natives collect at the 
proper season of the year in gueat quantities, 
and pickle in vinegar, or salt and water, for 
winter consumption. They also supply Syiia 
with diied currants, which grow wild about the 
plains, though various unsuccessful attempts 
have been made to introduce the plant into 
Syria. 

Hawking is the great pastime of the Turkish 
Effendis, and gentlemen residing at Taisous, 
and they have brought this sport to such per- 
feotion, that the hawks have been trained to 
strike even the flect gazelle, in his lightning 
speed across the plains, by alighting on the poor 
timid animal’s head, and then flapping its wings 
so violently as to stun and blind it. Tho poor 
creature, thus rendored helpless, then falls an 
easy proy to the greyhounds, which follow close 
at hand. Besides the greyhound, hawkers are 

N 2 
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accompanied by pointers or spaniels ; and one 
Europeap gentleman, who was grenily nddieted 
to the pastime, shocked his brother sportsmen 
of the Moslem faith, by introducing into the 
field a young wild boar, which, having been 
trained with first-rate dogs, took naturally to 
the sport, and hunted as well and as orderly as 
any of his canine companions, 

Fleas have established a very oxtensive colony 
at Tarsous. Amongst other preventives 
adopted by the inhabitonts, ond the various 
means resorted to, to wid themsclyes of these 
plagues, was one which was perfectly novel 
to me, and amused me not a littl, The moro 
respectable natives inhabited solely the upper 
rooms of their houses, and these rooms were tll 
roughly floored, the planks not being grooved 
togethor, but having an opening of about an 
inch between cach, through which a constant 
current of air came whistling wp; and thess 
apertures were left for ho express convenience 
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of fleas, which, as they crawled along, fell 
through into the regions below. Notwith- 
standing this precaution, however, I had good 
evidence that thore still remained many 
thousands to be swept away, or they may 
possibly have yaultcd backwards, through the 
crevices again. 

I visited the ruins of Heliopolis, as also the 
famed cascades in the river Cydnis and the 
caves of the Seven Sleepers ; and beyond these, 
I can safely state that there is but little to 
bo seen at Tarsous. The bazaars are pretty 
well supplicd, and fruit and vegetables are 
abundant, but so are fevers; and fow dare 
to indulge in melons and apricots, which are 
often productive of the most baneful offeets. 
Thad the good luck to escape being attacked 
by fever during my bricf sojourn, but this I 
attribute to the season, which proved unusually 
silubrious. 

Accompanied by Mr. Clapperton, I started 
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for Adena, the chief town of. this Pashaliek, 
whore we had been invited to be prosont at 
the nuptials of a young Cyprioto’ lady, the 
doughtor of a man under British protection. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Adana—Bigoted Turks—A marriage procession—The” 
Pass of Kulek Bogas—Hugsan Effendi—Konia, 


: _ Avana is a large and populous town, prettily 
situated on the banks of a river. In the centre 
of the. river aré moored innumerable Hittle. 
floating flour-mills, which in the distance: appear, 
like so: many steamers, with their paddle wheels 
in full action,” Unlike other Turkish towns, 
Adana: is built in. one long street. of more 
than a mile j in length. On cither’ ‘side of this 
street are the. shops, magazines, and bazaars ; 
and immediately behind, the: closely walled up. 
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private residences of the inhabitants, who are 
all Turks. In ono part there is a long line 
of shoomakers’ shops; and I found that the 
trade of shocmaking is, for some undiscovered 
reason, considered by the Moslems a very 
honourable once. Tho Turkish shoemakers are 
always fanatical; but in Adana they were 
beyond all endurance, and spat upon the ground 
and oursed us, as we passed the fronts of their 
shops. 

Much were these people enraged at the 
brilliant maniage-procession got up to celebrate 
the nuptials of the young lady to whose wed- 
ding we had been invited, Such a thing had 
never before been heard of in the annals of 
Adana, as Christians daving to parade their 
streets in broad daylight, with musicians ond 
flags, and hatted and capped Huropeuns, and, 
horror of horrors! some two dogen unvoiled 
Christian women. The shoemakers would 
have torn us limb from limb, had they posses»od 
the power; but the Pasha's Heutenants and 
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other subordinate officers, who were armed with 
appalling corbashes (whips), acted as  whole- 
some check upon their insolence; and many 
a bearded Turk got such a flogging that day, 
as he had never had from his childhood 
upwards. I believe every soul in Adana, man, 
woman and child, who could manage to crawl 
out of doors, was present to witness that 
extraordinary spectacle. The roofs of the 
houses were literally swarming with Turkish 
_ women and children, and when we gbt into 
the Greek Church, despite all the cfforts of 
the vigilant and well-armed guards, the more 
inquisitive and less fanatical Turks managed to 
squeeze themselves: in, and it was a mitacle 
that we were not all suffocated. During the 
ceremony, the friends of the bride were showering 
sweet almonds and comfits over the crowd, and 
then the squeezing was tertific, as every one 
tried to pick up some of the bonbons. There 
was ono fat old Frenchman, a leech merchant, 
N38 
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place, it was no agrecable matter to mect, as 
we did, a caravan of loaded camels. We had 
the choice of being knocked over, and dashed 
to pieces, or being squeezed to death against 
the rocky walls; or we could turn back again, 
and go many miles bofore reaching a single 
inlet wherein to ercep, whilst the camels passed. 
At length, Mr. C—— insisted on the camcl- 
drivers making theiy camels lic down ; and this 
being done, we walked between thom and the 
rock, strelching over the cotion-bales, and 
forcing our horses to follow our example, At 
mid-day, we reached a villago on tho summit, 
and walking down, counted ono hundred and 
twenty spiked cannons on the batteries, 

From this lofty elevation on the Taurus, T 
could see the plains of Asia Minor as fir ag the 
aye could reach, in the dircetion of Konia, 

» There is a very picturesque litle villuge, 
called Kulck, situated on that part of the 
Taurus which overlooks’ the entry into the pass 
of Kulel: Bogas, on the Konia side. "The houses 
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are built in imitation of Swiss cottages, with 
planks overlapping cach other, instead of being 
roofed with tiles or thatch-work. ‘This village 
was constructed by the command of Ibrahim 
Pasha, under the superintendence of an expe- 
rienced European officer employed in the Egyp- 
tian army, It was intended to be occupied by 
peasants, who would cultivate the rich soil of 
the neighbourhood, so as to enable the fortified 
garrison to be wholly independent of any of the 
more distant towns for an annual supply of 
grain and provender. With vory little exertion 
on the part of tho labourer, this purpose would 
have been easily effected; for such was the 
fertility of tho soil, that secds falling, or thrown 
carelessly upon the ground, sprang up, and 
throve without further care. The village 
is still kept up for agricultwyal purposes 
under the Turkish Government. it supplies 
Adana and Tarsous with the best grapes, 


melons, apricots, &c,; and its vegetables are unvi- 
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valled in the Adana Pashalick, while the cattle 
and poultry fed up here, furnish the inhubitants 
of tho neighbouring districts with very suporlor 
meat, Kulek enjoys an excellent climate, and 
sickness is rare in these Iofly mountain 
ranges, 

Mr. Clapperton and myself romained some 
days at this village, as the guests of Tassan 
Effendi, the Turkish Governor, During the 
day we rambled over the mountains in search 
of antiquities, and sometimes got a glimpse of 
a ruined castle, but nothing more, Roturning 
towards ovening, we found TIassan Effendi 
awaiting us to dine. Our toilet being arranged, 
the signal was given, and forthwith 0 cireular 
little table, not more than a fool high, and with 
a groal deal of carving and gilding about iL, 
was pliced in the conte, and immediately 
covered with a handsomely-ombroidered Con+ 
stantinople napkin. On this were placed 
wooden spoons, and drawing as near to it as 
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we possibly could, sitting cross-legged, the 
servant brought in the soup in one hand, and 
a long and elegantly-worked napkin in the 
other, The napkin he flung out, with amazing 
precision, in a circle, so that it foll upon the 
laps of the whole company, and served to 
protect our clothes during the repast. 

At a Turkish dinner-party, unless you look 
very sharp, you are apt to come in for a meagre 
share of viands; for the good things are no 
sooner served, than the servant almost imme- 
diately whips them off again, no culinary 
preparation, however excellent, being thought 
worthy of being partaken of, more than in two 
successive spoonfuls, Dish follows dish, and 
platter plattor, in quick succession; and the 
Turks, who do everything inn business manner, 
never think of talking when they are eating. 
in all, they appear to acl up to that wholesome 
proverb which says, that there is a time for 


everything. 
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‘ 

The greatest compliment you can pay your 
neighbour at dinner, is to tear some fit-bit off 
a fowl, or a leg of mutton, and put it into his 
plato. During dinner, water in a erystal cup 
was handed to such as asked for it; and as 
soon as dinner was over, every body rinsed 
his hands and mouth, when pipes were intro. 
duced. Now for the first time, Tnassan Effendi 
would ask whut sport wo had had, whieh would 
lend to a litle more conversation about English 
guns and powder. This would be followed by 
a cup of coffee, and then our host would retire 
for the night to ,« separate house, inhabited 
by his harom, and leave us masters of the 
place. 

At length our agreeable visit, was at end, 
and we took our departure, As wo left the 
villago behind, the lofty, snow-toppc mountains, 
the extensive and endless forests of fir and 
mountain-avh, had a sublimo appearance, In 
the serpentine path which leads towards Konia, 
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we observed a long caravan of camels, which, 
from our elevated position, had very much the 
appearance of a string of black ants oavying off 
grains for their winter provision. 

I embarked at Mersine in a coasting-boat of 
the country, and in forty-cight hours was landed 
on the island of Cyprus, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Arrival at QGyprns—Larnnca-— Tho climate and the 
people—A. Cypiote Romance—Signoy Balda Matten 
—Story of a priest—-Nicosia—Departmo for Eng. 
lend. 


Larnaca, the principal sca-port of Cyprus, 
has an extremely pretty appearance from tho 
soa, But the whito ranges of houses built. along 
the beach are principally shops and warehouses ; 
the residents live inland, about half » mile from 
the beach, 

Mr, Niven Kerr, who was our Consul when 
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I visited Cyprus, was extremely hospitable and 
kind to me during my slay, though 1 lived with 
Mr. Cerrutti, the Sardinian Consul, than whom 
it would be difficult to mect a more excellent 
or better-informed man, 

Larnaca is celebrated for its wines, the 
Camandaria, dry and sweet, and red wine. For 
my own part, I think all of them execrable. 
Here we were once again among cagriages, 
which are hardly known in Syiia or Palestine. 
Every respectable person in Larnaca has his 
phaeton or gig, though, to say the truth, they 
are, at best, most wretched turn-outs. The 
churches are permitted to have bells, a privilege 
unknown in other Turkish towns, From a 
tall spire of the Catholic church, which for 
security is built in the precincts of the Sardinian 
consulate, the bell every Sunday morning ,tolls 
the hour for public worship. 

The people are exceedingly +fond of gaicty, 
and I often had my night’s rest intetrupted by 
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fond youths serenading their mistresses, Balls 
and evening partics avo of continual occurrence, 
and the Polka was introduced just previously 
to my anival, by tho officers of ono of the 
Queen’s ships. 

The climato is anything but healthy; and 
Larnaca, like a great number of astern towns, 
is swrounded by marsh miasmas, The trade is 
incongiderable. Plenty of vessols frequent the 
porl, but they merely come for tho purpose 
of buying provisions, which are both ehenp and 
good, French and Ltilian vessels, which are 
Tomeward bound, lay in a stock of wine and 
biscuit here for the use of the crews, and the 
biscuits of Larnaca are, in my opinion, equal to 
thoso made in any part of Iurape, 

Every traveller who has ever visited Cyprus 
has heard of Signor Baldo Matteo, the Ebenezer 
Scrooge of the East, While I was at Larnaca, a 
sad adventure, furnishing amplo materials for a 
melodrama, nearly terminated old Baldo’s lite, 
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and all his speculations. His only daughter, and 
heiress, lost her heat to a needy Austrian, who 
had come to Cyprus expressly to make his for- 
tune by marriage. Hearing of the wealth of old 
Baldo, and of his daughter, he fixed upon him at 
once ; but Baldo was not to be casily caught, and 
totally repulsed every advance. The Austrian, 
grow desperate, and, as a final resource, became 
fanatically religious, attending the Catholic 
chapel morning, noon, and night. Nothing 
could execed his devotion to a certain old priest 
troubled with the cramp, on whose leg he sat, 
whenever it was attacked, till the pain passed 
off When, aficr this, he whispered to him the 
sin that proyed most heavily upon his mind, 
which was a wish to possess riches, that he 
inight bestow them on Mother Church, and 
hinted at a passion for Miss Baldo, he received 
immediate absolution, and was next day dining 
at old Baldo’s table, in company with the Padre 
Presidenti, and seated next to the object in 
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whom all his hopes were concentrated, Miss B. 
was luckily placed on his right, and heard with 
unspeakable rapture all his protestations of love 
and devotion. Tad she been on his left, these 
would all have been lost, as she had been per- 
fectly deaf on that side from her birth. 

To be brief, the Austrian proposed, uid was 
accepted, and all that he had now to obtain was 
old Baldo’s consent. Baldo, however, as « man 
of the world, saw clearly through his designs, 
and knew him to be a knave, though he had 
too much reverence for the priestly clique, who 
had introduced the Austrian, to pive a decided 
negative, All he asked was limo—a year-—to 
consider so important a measure. This was 
accorded, and Baldo devoutly prayed that the 
truo character of his daughter's suitor might 
boforo that timo be unmasked. —TTis prayor was 
granted, but in a way the least expeoted, aud 
certainly the least agreeable to himself, 

The lovor of the Signorina Baldo, finding his 
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exchequer rather low, and being sorrowfully 
conscious of his inability to increase his wealth, 
so as to enable him to keep up necessary ap- 
pearances, came to the desperate resolution of 
grasping, without further delay, his intended 
wifo’s fortunc, by sending poor old Baldo 
out of the world. Accordingly, armed with a 
londed double-barvelled pistol, which he con- 
cealed about his porson,, he proceeded to" 
Matteo’s house at an hour when he knew he 
would find him alone, the daughter and ser- 
vants being in the habit of attending high mass 
on Sunday mornings ; and he knocked at the 
door, which, after a little hesitation, was oponed 
to him. Old Baldo, though believed to be an 
honourable man, and fair and just in his trans- 
actions with others, was a confirmed miser. He 
had accumulated great sums in hard cash, 
which, unseen by human eye, he had buried in 
his garden, and hidden in various parts of his 
house. The housc was going to ruin, and 
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wanted whilowashing and repairing in many 
ports, ‘The garden was a perfect wilderness of 
weeds and thisiles; but these he sel fire to 
regularly once a year, and by this means, to a 
certain oxtent, kept them under, As for gu 
deners armed with a spade, which might dig 
up and bring to light all kinds of scerot 
hoards, if there was one trade Baldo detested, it 
“was this. He kept the key of his walled-in 
garden, and on Sundays, whon all his fumily 
were absent, he strolled about in it tll thoir 
rofurn, 

He was thus occupicd when he admitted his 
would-be son-in-law; and the first thing this 
promising youth did, was to draw forth his 
pistol and take deliberate aim, discharging it at 
the breast of the feeble old man, who, totlering 
backwards a few paces, foll to the carth appa. 
rently a. corpse. For such the murderer took 
him ; and depositing the pistol close by his side, 
to make it appear he had died by his own 
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hand, he rushed into the street, closing the door 
after him. 

Running with the haste of a man charged 
with some important news, he came suddenly 
on a gentleman attached to the Austrian 
Consulate, whom he breathlessly informed that 
passing near Baldo’s house, he had heard 
the report of a pistol, followed by a sound like 
that of some heavy body falling to the carth, 
‘that he had in vain knocked at the door for 
admission, and that he had no doubt in his 
own mind that some sad catastrophe had 
occurred, 

In a few seconds a perfect mob was collected 
at Baldo’s door, which they broke open, and 
rushing in, beheld old Baldo strctched upon 
the ground, his clothes literally saturated with 
blood, and a pistol lying close by his side, The 
assassin, who never dreamt that the old man 
was still alive, witnessed this spectacle with 
fiendish triumph, though loudly lamenting the 

VOL. Il to) 
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loss of him, whom he called his best friend 
on earth. But it happened that the ball, though 
it struck against a part where a wound would 
have been mortal, had come in contact with 
the sharp edge of a bono, which turned it 
in another direction, and it was now safely 
lodged between the skin and the spine. Baldo, 
who had fainted from fright and loss of blood, 
now, to the amazement of all, recovered his 
senses, and hearing the voice of his late assailant, 
slowly raised himself up, and denounced him 
on the spot. Having done this, he fell back, 
and again became unconscious. The wroteh 
was immediately scized and handcuffed, and 
safely borno away to the Austrian Consulate, 
where he was placed in confinoment. 

Doctors were now assembled from all paris 
of Cyprus, and all examined the wound, and 
declared it fatal, expressing tho greatost surprise 
that tho pationt should have lingered so long. 
The blood being staunched, and Baldo suffering 
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from no real injury, but labouring under a 
sense of approaching dissolution, begged that 
a confessor might be sent for. To this con- 
fessor, he acknowledged, amongst other offences, 
the commission of one sin which weighed 
heavier than all the rest upon his guilty con- 
science. It appeared that his niece, who was 
then marricd to a French merchant at Larnaca, 
had been loft at a very early age an orphan, 
and had become his ward. She had, however, 
becn well provided for by her parents, and a 
large sum of money had been deposited in his 
hands, which, after covering the expenses of 
her education and board, &c., would still leave 
a considerable surplus as a marriage portion. 
Now old Baldo, never forgetting his thrift, had 
more than twice turned this capital over before 
the date of the nicco’s marriage, but he had 
retained the procecds as his own, handing over 
the principal to the bridegroom on the nuptial 
day. But on the approach of death, as it 
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seemed, he felt considerable qualms of con- 
science, and confessed his unworthy sLewardship, 
and indicated tho spots where thesc savings 
were concealed, The husband of the nieos 
quickly dug thom up, and came into possession. 
Scarccly was this done, when Baldo recovered, 
and would almost have forgiven the attempt 
upon his life, had it not involved such serious 
results. 

The Austrian was by the Turkish authori- 
ties handed over 10 his own Consulate, and 
was eventually removed to Tricsic, bub J 
beliove, for lack of sufficient teslimony, escaped 
punishment, ‘This affair, as it may be imagined, 
ereated a great sensation in Cyprus, which 
was once tho scone of tho memorable tragedy 
which terminated tho life of Desdemona, 

From Larnaca I proceeded to Nicosia, the 
capital of all Cyprus. Tt is a fino healthy town, 
approached through a subterrancen pate. 
The fortress is still in excellont condition, and 
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3 always well garrisoned. The houses are the 
iandsomest I have ever scen in the East, and 
re all detached, cach house having a fine 
rarden round it. 

At the house of Signor Chclibi Yanko, the 
mineipal Greek in the Island of Cyprus, [ have 
asted some Camandaria that had been forty- 
ive years in barrel. This was something like 
vine; a fine oily old wine, unequalled in 
avour by any I have tasted in the East. 

It was in Nicosia, about the year 1840, that 
Jame Fortune once more played off one of her 
eccentric frolics on the person of a poor Greek 
riest, who had little to depend upon in this 
vorld, save stich meagre offerings as the more 
haritable of his parishioners bestowed upon 
im. As the story goes, he was a devout and 
oly man, but beyond being able to go through 
ae rogular routine of his priestly office, pos- 
ossed but scant icarning, and was equally igno- 
ant of the world’s ways and manners. At the 
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commencement of a fast, fearing he should, 
from his defective memory, forget ils exact 
duration, he carefully filled his pockels with so 
many dried peas as there were fast days, and 
each day extracting one from his pockets, as lhe 
peas diminished, he was warned of the proximity 
of a feast, and prepared accordingly. On one 
occasion, his wife happening to find a few peas 
in her husband’s pockets, and imagining the 
devout man was fond of this Eastum luxury, 
very affectionately replenished his pockets from 
her own store’ of cadamics, or roasted peas, 
Great was the consternation of his congregation, 
when on the eve of the feast day, instead of 
proclaiming its advent from the pulpit, us ts 
usual, he informed them that eight or ten days 
yet remained for tho approaching festival, A 
discussion on this point immediately ensned, 
when tho priest, in confirmation of what he 
asserted, produced from his pocket the remain- 
ing peus, making known at the same time his 
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method of calculating. Upon this, his wife 
stepped forward, and acknowledged what she 
had done, and great merriment onsued, in 
which the priest joined. 

To this poor man, fortune now brought one 
of those rare windfalls which are more fre- 
quently heard of than experienced. One sum- 
mer’s cyening he was seated in the court-yard 
of his humble house, watching with satisfac- 
tion and delight the gambols of his little 
children, who were amusing themselves with 
throwing slones at a hole in the wall, At 
longth he remarked, that whenever a stone 
chanced to go near the crevice, he heard a ring- 
ing sound, and to convince himself that he was 
not deceived, he stepped nearer, and hit it 
repeatedly with a stone, cach timo hearing the 
sound distinclly. It now occured to him that 
there was some concealed treasure within, and 
the thought made him tremble with expecta- 
tion. He went to bed early, but not to sleep, 
having formed the determination that he would 


296 SYRIA, PALUSTINE, AND 


that night make a rigorous search, When all 
was sfill, he rose from his sleepless couch, and 
going out slealthily and noiselessly, commenced, 
by aid of a small pickaxe, breaking into the 
wall, removing stone by stone. He had hardly 
worked an how, when out fell a bag of 
doubloons, followed by a second and a third. 
This was indccd a treasure, sufliciont to satisty 
a more coyelous man; but he felt there would 
be no safety with it in Cyprus, ‘That very 
night, he carefully stowed his riches in two 
saddle-bays, and before daybreak, awoke his 
wife and acquainted her with their good fortunc, 
when horses were hired at a neighbouring khan, 
and priest, wife, and children turned their 
backs upon Nicosia, and arriving early at 
Larnaca, enmbarked that very day on board a 
vessel sailing for Italy. = The priest. bere 
the head of one of the wealthiest mercantile 
firms now established ab Leghorn, and is, I 
helicve, still living, 


The population of Nicosia is computed at 
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nine thousand souls, 7. e, seven thousand Greeks, 
and two thousand Turks. In Cyprus there are 
three times as many Greeks as Turks, and 
taking one with enother, they are about the 
greatest set of scamps that were ever accumu- 
lated in one country. 

T left Nicosia, and returned to Larnaca, and 
from Larnaca sailed in a British schooner for 
England. 
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ITINERARY. 


Tue best method of travelling through 
Syria and Palestine, and making the tour of 
Turkey, is by commencing at Gaza, which 
point can be reached from Cairo by land, and 
from, Alexandria by sea, cither in the stcamer 
which touches at Jaffa, or by native vessels 
plying direct to Gaza, 

From Gaza the tour of the holy villages can 


be casily made, going first to Hebron and the 
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Jordan, and in returning, to Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. 

I have made a kind of itincrary, which 1 
now introduce as a guido to travellers going 
over to Syria. 

Nearly all travollers Jeave the East without 
visiting the most interesting part of, Syria— 
Antioch and the Aleppo Pashalick. ‘This nrises 
from their being quite worn out by tha time 
they reach Boeyroul, and from a supposition 
that all Oriental towns are alike, and that 
having ston one, they have seon the whole 
But thig is a vory crroncous notion, for no two 
Pashalicks resemble cach othor, and much loss 
as far us refers to tho various features of tho 
country. The finest gardens in the world, 
the most romantic and picturesque sconory, 
and the healthiest climate, are all met with 


after passing Beyrout, and continuing north- 
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ward; yet seldom or ever docs the traveller 
visit the banks of the Orontes, and the beau- 
tiful gardens of Daphne. 

After visiting Jaffa and Nazareth, on the 
retwn from Jerusalem, the best method is to 
sail along the sea coast in an Arab felucca to 
Caipha, Horses can be easily sent round by 
land, and the traveller by this means is saved 
a fatiguing and uninteresting ride through a 
barren country, or along a scorching beach, 
From Caipha he visits Carmel, and from 
Carmel procecds by land to St. Jean d’Acre, 

Travellers who have their own horses with 
them, should keep a sharp eye on their Arab 
grooms, and, if possible, manage to overlook the 
feeding ond cleaning of their horses, Theso 
grooms are both lazy and knavish. 

In my opinion, an interpreter is quite a 


supernumerary in a traveller’s suite ; and beyond 
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doubt, the general run of them aré the preatest 
rogues in the world, I never knew an instance 
where their services were needed ; for in every 
town, cicerones are to be picked up, and if the 
choice be given to permanent interpreters, the 
traveller should wait till arriving at Beyrout, 
where Arab boys, who haye a thorough know- 
ledge of English, are plentiful, and far moro to 
be trusted than those demi-Buropens, who are 
to be found thronging about hotels and coffee. 
shops in Smyrna and Alexandria, 

From Acre to Sow, and Sidon, is a pleasant 
trip cither by lund or sea. Sidon well merits a 
few days spent in strolling about its bowntiful 
onvirons. Beyrout has also a great many at 
tractions, and a visit Lo Balbeo. and Damasous 
would well repay the trouble. Theneo, passing 
Tripoli and Latachia, you diverge from tho sea- 


side, and strike over the mountains towards 
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Aleppo. Here sportsmen will find plenty of 
excellent game. Deer, gazelles, and hares 
abound; and the banks of the river at Gessir il 
Shoor are thickly wooded, and abound with 
frankolins and water-fowl, 

No one should dream of leaving Aleppo in 
less than ten days; and at the expiration of 
that period, J strongly advise a visit to Kilis, 
and Antab, and Homs, and Hamar. They are 
all fine towns, and the country about them is 
vichly cultivated, and redolent with orange- 
flowor and citron-blossoms. 

Returning hence, the traveller can come by a 
road that brings him direct to Antioch, without 
again passing through Aleppo ; and keeping at 
Antioch as a central starting point, he visits 
successively Suedia, Bitias, Daphne, &c. This 
pleasant tour accomplished, he turns his horse’s 


head towards Alexandretta, making his first 
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halling-plice Beilan, and thence by an onsy two 
hours’ rido, arriving at Aloxandretia.  Byass 
terminates his travels in Syria, and he entors 
upon a new ficld in Asia Minor. Adana, 
Kuluk, Bogas, Tarsous, and Mersine, as also 
Konia, and the Greek village of Seylla or Cela, 
are all equally attractive; but should he be 
desirous of visiting Cyprus, I recommend his 
taking boat from Byass to Larnaca, and sond- 
ing his horses round by Ind to Tarsous, there 
to await his arrival, After finishing the tour 
of Cyprus, he proceeds through all the afore- 
mentioned towns, and passing through Asie 
Minor, arrives at Smyrna and Constant) 
nople. 

Were this track followed and passed leisurely 
through, tho traveller would very much enjoy 
his jaunt, and perhaps return to England only 


to lament ever having left those fair shores, 
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where the sun is scarcely ever obscured by a 
cloud. 

And now I have brought my grateful task to 
a close, and earnestly hope my efforts may be 
rewarded by imparting some small amuse- 
ment, or instruction, to such of the public as 


may look for it in this book. 


TUE END. 
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“Mx, Disraeli has conecived that the republication of his father’s ‘ Commen- 
taries on the Life and Reign of Charles I,’ is peculiarly well timed at the present 
Moment; and he indicates the well-known chapters on the Genius of the Papacy, 
and the critical relations of Protestant sovercigns with Roman Catholic sub- 
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colfent book." —Standard. 

“Tho position attained by the late Mr, Disraeli’s admirable and Iearned com~- 
mentaries on the great events of the Revolution, and the timos that Ied to it 
would at any period have wairanted its republication, ‘To thosc, however, to 
whon the bearing of its remarks, and the effect of the author's researches are 
known on the religions question of that day, their apt and effective bearing on 
the most vital topic of our present 1cligio-political evistence, will give the reap- 
ponrance of the work an additional value.” —Britannia. 

“The history of Charles I. required a Tacitus, and, in our opinion, this work 
ought to have that standard character." Gentleman's Magazine, 
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“Por the amazing quontity of personal und fianily lity, admivablo anangomont of 
edotalls, and accuracy of information, this genealogical and hetaldta dettonay ta without a 
aival, It is now tho atandad and acknowledged boole of refionen upon all questions 
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historical matter, and many very curious and interesting family traditiony, ‘The warle fa, 
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‘Mo Tnnded Gentry of England ave so closely connected with tho stivring recovda of its 
ovontinl history, that some acquaintanco with them is a matter of necessity with tho legis- 
ator, the lawyer, the historieat studont, the epecutator in palities, and the cutfows in topo~ 
graphioul and antiquarian fore; and even tho very spirit of ordinnry curiosity will prompé 
40 1 dewiro to trace the origin and progress of those families whose influence pervades the 
towns and villogesof our Jand, This work furnishes such amass of authentic information 
in vogard to all the principal families in the kingdom as has never before been attempted to 
ho bought {ngother. It relates to the untitled famihes of rani, us the “ Peerage and 
Tavonetage” does to the titled, and forme, jn fact, a peerage of the untitled aristocracy. 
It embraces the whole of tho Isnded interest, nnd is indjspensnble to the library of every 
gentleman. ‘Ihe gront cost attonding the production of this National Work, the fiat of 
its Ind, indaces the publisher {o hope that the heads of all fintilies recorded in its pages 


will supply themselves with popies, 


“ A worl of this Jind iy of a national value. Its ublity is nob merely temporary, but it 
will exisé and be acknowlellged ag long na tho damilies whose names snd genenlogies ave 
yeeorded in it continue ta form an integral pmtion of the English constitution, Asa 
correct recoid of destent, no furnily should bo withoutit, ‘The tntitled aristocracy have in 
this meat wail ax perfect a dictionary of thei gencalogical history, family connextons, and 
leraldie rights, as the peoge and Dmonetage. It will bo wm enduring and trustworthy 
record."—AMorning Pest. : 

Aware in which every gentleman will find a domestic interest, as it contains the 
fullost neconnt of every known family in the United Kingdom, Tt is a dictionary of all 
nares, families, and (heii originy—of every nuin’s neighbour and fiend, if not of his own 
relatives and immediate connesions. It cannot fail to be of the preatest utility to profess 
afonal men in their researches :especting the membeas of diffeent families, heirs to pro- 
party, Go, Indeed, it will become as necesnry nag a Directory in avery office,’ Dell's Bfcs= 


Benger, 
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This work comprises a complete picture of the various courts, camps, 
and people of the Continent, as they appear amidst the wreek of the revent 
revolutions, ‘Ihe author posessed, through her iilucntial connoxions, 
peculiny facilities for ncquiring exclusive information on the lopies treated 
of, She succeeded in penetrating into provinces and localities rarely 
visited hy tourists, and still glowing with the embers of civil war, and fol- 
lowed the army of Prussin in Germany, of Russia in Hungary, and of 
Radetzky in Italy, Ler pages teem with the sayings and doings of almosé 
all tho illustrious characters, male and femule, whom the events of the 
last two years have brought into Nuropean eclebrity, combined with 
graphic views of the insurrectionary struggles, sketches of the various 
aspects of aovioty, and incidents ef personal adventure, ‘To give un iden 
of the seope and variety of the contents of the work, ib need only be mene 
tioned that among the countries visited will be found Prnosia, Austria, 
Thungary, Bavaria, Saxony, Servia, Styriu, the ‘Tyrol, Hanover, Brunge 
wick, Italy, &e. ‘To enumerate all the distinguished personages with 
whom the writer had intercourse, and of whom ancedotes are related, 
would be impossible; but they include such names ay the nperors of 
Austria and Russia, the Kings of Prussia, Tinover, Bavarin, md Wir. 
temberg, the Count de Chambord (Ilenry V.), the Queens of Bavarin and 
Prussia, the ex-Kinpress of Ausirin, the Grand Duke of Baden, the Arch+ 
dukes John, Francis, and Stephen of Austria, Duke Wilhelm of Bruny« 
wick, the Prince of Prassia, Prince dul of baxony, the Countess Hutthy- 
anyi, Madame Kossuth, &e. Among the statesmen, peneraly, wid lending 
actors in tho revolutionary movements, we meet with Radowitz, Von 
Gagern, Sehwarzenberg, Bokk, Msterhazy, the Ban dellacie, Windisch. 
gratz, Radetzky, Welden, Haynan, Wrangel, Pillersdorf, Kossuth, Bhon, 
Gorgoy, Batthyanyi, Pulszky, Klapta, Bom, Dembinshi, Llookor, Stauve, &e. 


An Important, yet most amusing work, throwing much and richly-calourcd 
‘light on matters with which every one desires to be infoumed, All the courts, 
camps, and people of Garmany are passed in vivid review betirs ua ‘Tha 
account of the Austrians, Magyavs, and Croats, will be found capeeiully inte- 
resting. In many of its lighter passages tho worl: may bear a comparlion 
wih Lady Mary Wortley Montaga’s Letters.”— Morning Chrontets. 
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PEPYS DIARY 


CORRESPONDENCE,’ 


ILLUSTRATIVE OF THY ROIGNS OF OIARLES II, AND JAMES If 


EDITED BY LORD BRAYBROOKE. 


Whig} Eittion contains ALL TUN PASSAGES RESTORED FROM THO ORIGINAL 
MANUSOMPT, and alt the Additional Notes. 





CRITICAL OPINIONS. 





EDINBURGH RNVIDW. 

“Wo unhesitatingly chainoterise this Journal as tho most remarkable production of 
{t9 kind which has evor been giyon to tho world, Pepys paints the Court, the Ma» 
narehs, and the times, in moa vivid colours than any ono else, His Diary makes us 
comprohiond the gront historienl events of the age, and the peoplo who boro a paré in 
thom, and givos us more olcay glimpses into tho truco English Hfo of the times than all 
tho other momorials of them that have como down to our own.” 


\ AUIINNJEUM. 

Tho boat book of ita Kind fn tho English janguage, The now mattor is oxtromoly 
ourfons, and oconstonally fay more chmacteristio and entortainiug than the old. The 
woltor ig soon i 0 olenror light, and tho’ render is taken into lis inmost soul, ‘Popys? 
Diary’ ts tho ablevt pleture of the ago in which tho writer lived, and 9 work of atandand 
Importing) in English Htorature,” 


QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

“¢Ponyn’ Dinvy’ throws v distinct aud vivid light over the pleluo of England and 
ils govornment during tho porlod succcoding tho Restoation. If, quitting tho broad, 
path of history, wo lool for minute information concerning nnejont manners and custome, 
Ute progross of arts and selences, and the varions branches of antiquity, we have nevor 
spon a mino go itech us those volumes. ‘Tho variety of Popys’ tastes and pursuits led 
Jaina into almost overy dopartmont of life. ILe wage man of busmess, a man of informa- 
tion, aman of whim, and, ton cortain degree, n man of pleasure, Ile was astatesman, 
a bel-osprié,o vi tuoso, ond a connoisseu. His curiosity made him an wnvwearied, a3 
woll as an univorsal, learnoy, and whatever ho saw found its way into his tables.” 
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LIVES OF THE QUEENS Of ENGLAND. 
BY AGNES STRICKLAND. 


DEDICATED, BY PERMISSION, TO IER MAJHSTY, 


Tho volumes which were ont of print having beon seprinted, completa 
sets of this interesting worl may now bo had of wll the booksellers, in 
12 vols., price 44, 16s, bound, or any volume separately, to complete sets, 


At 10s, 6d, ench. 

“'Thesa volumes tava the fascination of romance united to tho integrity of history, 
‘Tho work is written hy a lndy of considerable learning, indefatigable industry, and careful 
judgment. All theso qualifications for a biographer and an historian shw has bought to 
bear wpon tho subject of hor volumes, and from them has rosulted « unvrative interesting 
toll, and moro particularly interesting to that portion of tho community to whom the 
more gofined rescarehes of literature afford please and instruction, ‘Che whole work 
should bo read, and no donbt will bo rend, by all who aro anxtous for information — Tt jaa 
Yucid arvangemont of facts, derived from anthentlo sources, exhibiting a combination of 
industry, Jearning, judgment, and impartivlity, nob often met with in blographei af 
crowned hendi’—Times, 

« This romarkable, this truly great historical work, is now brought toa conohtsion, Tn 
this serica of biographies, in which tho sovere truth of history takes almost tho wildurgs of 
Yomance, it {4 tho singulav merit of Miss Strickland that her vescareh lis enabled her to 
throw now light on numy doubtful passages, Lo bring forth flesh fucts, and to render ovory 
Porlion of our annals which sho lng deserilied an interesting and valuable study, Sho hie 
givon a most valuable contribution to the history of Hnghuul, and we lve no hesitation in 
affirming that no ono can bo said to posaesu an acewrate Inowledgo of tho hintory of tha 
country who lis not studied hor ‘Lives of the Queens of Englund,’ "—~Aforning Merald, 

A most valuable and ontortaining work, There ts certainly no Indy of our day who 
haa doyoted hey pen to 80 beneficial a purposo as Miss Strickland, Nor fy there any ather 
Whose works possess a deeper or move ouluring interest, Migs Strlekdund fa to own mind 
tho Arat litorary Indy of the aye."—Chronicls, x 

“We must pronounce Miss Strickland hoyend all compart (he moat entertaining 
Nistorian in the Unglisll language, Sho fy cerlainly w wenn of powerful und active mind, 
aq well ag of sernpaloua justice and honogty of purpose,” Morning Post, 

" Miss Stickland lag made a vory judicious wo of many authentic AS, authorities nob 
provionsly collected, and tho rounli is a most interosting addition to our Llogeaphieal 
Tibyary,"—Quavierly Review, 

“ A valuable contribution (0 historten) knowledge, Tt contains a mags of evory dnd of 
higtorical matter of intorent, which industry and research cold colloot, Wo Lavo deived 
much entertainment and instruction from tho work.” thenaium. 
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LIVES OF THE PRINCESSES OF ENGLAND, 
By MARY ANNE EVERETT GREEN, 
EDITOR OF TIE “LETTERS GF ROYAL AND ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES.” 
3 volg., post 3v0, with Ilustrations, 108, 6d. each, bound. 


OPINIONS OF LIT PRESS. 

* A most agreeable book, forming a meet companion for the wok of Miss Strickland, to 
which, indeud, it ts an indispensnblo addition, ‘Tho authoress, already favourably known 
to the Iearned world by her exeeflent collection of ‘ T.etters of Royal and Ilustrious Ladies, 
has excenteil her task with great skill and fidelity. Every page displays careful research. 
and acenracy, ‘There is a gracefinl combination of sound, historical erudition, with an aiy 
of vores aud adventure that is highly plenstug, and renders the worl a¢ once an agreeable 
compinion of the boudoir, and 4 valuable addition to the historient libyary.s Mvs, Greon 
as ontered upon an witrodden path, and gives ta her biographies an air of fresliness and 
Snavolty very allacing. The first two volumes (including the Lives of twenty-five Princesses), 
carry us from the daughters of the Conqueror to the family of Edward L—a highly inte- 
roating period, replete with curious illastrations of the geahis and manners of the Btiddle 
Ages, Such works, from the truthfulness of their spirit, farnish a more lively picture of 
the times than ever the graphic, though delisive, peneil of Seatt and Jnmes."~—Britannia, 


us ‘Tho vost utility of the task Undorfaken by tho gifted author of this interesting book 
oan only be equalied by tho shill, ingenuity, and research displayed in its accomplishment. 
‘Tho field Mvs, Green has solected 3s un mmtrodden one. Mrs. Green, on giving to the world 
wivork which Witt ennblo us to arrive at a correct idea of tho private histories and porsonal 
characters of the royal ladies of England, los done sufficient ta entitl her ta the respect 
and gratitude of the country. ‘The labour of her task was exceedingly great, involving 
reserrohias, not only into English records and chronicles, but inte those of almost every 
civiised country In Europe, ‘The style of Mrs. Green ix admirable, She has a fine por'« 
caption of character and manners, a penetrating epirit of observation, and singulay exactness 
of judgment, ‘The memoirs avo richly fraught with the spirit of romantic adventure," — 
Morning Post, 

“This work is a worthy companton to Mics Strickland’s admirable ‘Queens of 
England." In ate respect the subject-matter of these volumes js more interesting, because 
1 is mora diversified thun that of tho ‘Queens of England. That celebrated work, althoug)s 
ite hovaltea were, for the most part, foreign Princesses, related almost enllyely to tho bia- 
tory of this country, ‘The Princesses of England, on tho contunry, aro themselves English, 
bat thely lives aro nearly all connected with foreign nations. Their biographies, conse- 
quontly, allord us a glimpse of the manners ani eustoms of the ebief Juropean 
Jdngdoms, a cireumstanco which not only gives {o to worl: the charm of varioty, but 
which ja likely to render it peculins]y usefnl to the general sender, nb it links together by 
agsoeintion the contempoyaneous history of varions nations, ‘Tho histories aro related 
with an earnest simplicity and copious expleitness. ‘The reader is informed without 
hohyg wearled, ond alternately culivened by somo spirited description, or touched by 
some pathetic or tender episode. We cordially commend Mra, Everett Green's production 
to grencral aticutions it is (necessarily) a8 useful ag history, und fully 98 entertaining os 
romance." —Stn, 
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MUMOMS OF 


A IUNGARIAN LADY, 


Comprising Mull and Interesting Details of 
TE LATE EVENTS IN WUNGARY. 
By THERESA PULSZKY. 


With an Ifistorient Introduction by FRANCIS PULSZRY, Lato Under- 
Secretary of State to Ferdinand, Emperor of Austra and 
King of Hungary, 


Dedicated to the Marchioness of Lansdowne. 2 volay post sya, #18. bound, 


OPENIONS OF THLE PRESS, 

“Tho nationnity of the people, their martial prowesy, aul proxont unhappy fate, have 
invested Hungary with the interest of m avcond Poland, and Western Baropo mitit 
bo naturally desit ous to earn something of thely civil and sooial Hite. hese volumes ayo 
tho Joint production of M, and Madame Pulszky. Whilo tho latter veeoradls hor inprend 
slong aad recoleutions of MLungarlan Jifyy we have to thank MM, Pabvky fora very able 
summary of the history of Hungary, from the days of Arpad to the vol of Merdluand 
the Birst, and tho reform niovenient-—a Inxtory whieh abounds th interesting havitonts 
and usoful lessons for Cho statesman and the philosophie historlan, Mtudame Luftszky's 
narrative of hor wanderings and dangers ls agreeably dlyersifledt with aletehes and ance 
dotes from Magyar lifo, as well av with anelunt legends from Tinga Itatory mut 
modorn passages in the lato wav of independence, Tbeannot fall to avelte an interest tt 
all classes of randors~-In Choe who opon st bgok only for amyidemont, 14 well wi die those 
who look for something more ondurhiyg’— Edinburgh Review, 

“Wo nocd hardly inform ow readors that tho autores of tals werk ti Che aecomplshad 
wife of the gontloman who was ovighially accredited to tho taydlih eablnot hy the 
provisional govornment of Hangary. ‘Tho private iutoreat attnoling (0 the veaital of 
events which havo hecomeso famond would insure av wide popularity for Madame Palasky's 
book, Bet wo should very nuh rader-exthate Hs yadne Lowe ke Tanlted our psa, 
Tho momoirs, indocd, contain sketches of social lifo whicl are worlhy of a plavn by the 
sido of Madame do Stacl de Launay and Madame Campa. But Uiey avo algo righ 
iu politienl and topographical tnformatton of tho flvst olinraoter, Madame Palyzky was 
in the habié of direct intorcourso with the foremont und most dlatingntahed of the 
Tngorinn genoyals aud alatosmon, and hoy giv a complete smymnyy of Uo polllical 
ovonts in ITungary, from the arrival of Cho Thungarian deputad lon be 184%, bo the treasoi 
of Conoral Gorgoy on tho 13 of Angst, 40. 0, Prdecky haw alse prefheed a valuable 
introduction, whieh giver Oke most complete history af Taigary bhed hae aso bested freon 
tho Hnpllah press," (lobe. 

With ail the char of romance, (hee volnied posses O16 prpver daleroxt uf pis. 
tory, Fallot porsoual meedotes, histoical remiatker neces, nnd djeaduy waoegat ions 
tooming with inlorewting adventines, rleh fy sock Uluteatlon and Lnpogernplient 
dexeription, tho momoky present taal Masses of cendets an abdbrnetlon quite talaga 
dont of tho recent important events, of which they gle so elak und commootul a ary 
tyal-Morning Post. 

In this most Intoweating hooks wo have vevenlod fe the characteristic memoirs oft 
oysoviluess the wholo slory of Hungary aud iti revolution. Mu tntetgaes of Latour 
with Jollaehioh, the lreralery of the court, Ue park takey hy Kownth and other 
omnont ohovactora, the Tungarian deputation to the Emperer, and Cho dat breagh 
botweon Hungary aud Austrin, are lold as foreibly aa stimply.”: - Pelty Nees, 

© Tt i4 Impossible that the great Hangar lun abenggly for freedom Gui ever find a lilito~ 
vin moro honeal in point of narrative, more siuecie in conviction, or more ouxtoug bo 
do fall justice to the truth then Madara Patuzky.'— Gisercer. 
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JOUN EVELYN, F.RS., 


Author of “ Sylva,” &e, 


A NEW EDITION, REVISED AND ENLARGED, WITH 
NUMEROUS ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


UNIVORM WIT THE NEW EDITION OF PEPYS’ DIARY. 
In 4 vols., post 8vo, prico 10s, 6d. oavh, with Ihustrations. 


N.B.—Tho Firat Two Volumes, comprising “'Lho Diary,” are now ready. 


‘The Diary and Correspondence of John Evelyn has long been regarded as an 
invaluable record of opinions and events, as well as the most interesting expos 
sition wo posses of tho manners, taste, Iearning, and religion of this country, 
during the latter half of the seventeenth contury. ‘The Diary comprisea obser 
vationa on the politics, literature, and science of his ago, during his travels in 
France and Italy; his residence in England towards the latter part of the 
Protectorate, and kis connexion with the Courts of Charles I, and the two 
subsequent reigns, interspersed with a vast number of original anecdotes of the 
moat celebrated persons of that period. ‘Lo the Diary is subjoined the Cor- 
respondonce of Evalyn with many of his distinguished contemporaries; also 
Original Lettors from Sir Ndward Nicholas, private secretary to King Charlegl., 
during some important periods of that reign, with the King’s answers; and 
wumorons Jottors from Sir Kdward Iydo (Lord Clarendon) to Sir Edward 
Nicholas, and to Sir Richard Brown, Ambassador to France, during the oxile 
of the British Court, 

A Now Edition of this intoresting work having beon long demanded, the 
grontest pains havo been taken to render it as complete as possible, bya careful 
re-oxaminntion of the original Manuscript, and by illustrating it with such 
annotations as will make the reader moxe conversant with the numerous sub- 
jects referred to by the Dinrist. : 

“Tt has been justly observed that as loug as Virtuo and Science hold their 
abode in this island, the memory of Evelyn will be held in the utmost voncra- 
tion, Indeed, no change of fashion, no alteration of*taste, no revolution of 
sefence, have impaired, or can impuiy, his celebrity. The youth who looks 
forward to an inheritance which he is under no temptation te inorease, will do 
well to hear the example of Evelyn in his mind, us containing nothing but what 
is imitable, and nothing but what is good. All porsons, indeed, may find in 
jis character something for imitation, but for an English gentleman ho is the 
perfect model.”—Quarterly Review. * . 
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BURKS DICTIONARY OF THE 
EXTINCT, DORMANT, & ABNYANT PEERAGES 
OF ENCLAND, SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND, 


Begutifully printed, in 1 vol. Syo, containing 800 double-cohumn pages, 2f3, bound, 


‘This work, formed on a pinn precisely shnilay to ting of Mx, Hurko's popular Dictionary 
of the present Peerage and Baronetage, comprises those peerages whieh have boon Ae 
ponded or eatinguiahed sinco the Conquest, particularising tho membout of cauk finily tn 
each gonorntion, and bilnging tho lineage, in all possible cases, thyough efther calfaturaly oy 
females, down to existing houses. Lt comeats, in snnny instauced, tho naw with the old 
nobility, and it will in all cases show the cause which haa in fmonced the rovival of an 
extinel dignity in a new creation, It alionld ba particularly noticed, that this now work 
apportaina nearly as much to extane a4 Co extinct persoty of dlstinotion; for thawgh 
dignities pass away, HL rately ovcwrs that wholo families do, 

co NTENTS, 
1, Peorages of England extinct by fiilue of | ti, Peorages of Frolund, oxtivet by falluwo of 
igsuo, attainder, &e., alphubotleally, ae inne, attuinder, &,, aphahotieally, 
neeorting lo Surnamen, 
7. Buonles by Writ—Srelant—in aboy- 





cording to Surnames. 
2, Bayonies by Writ—Kngland—in aboy- ag 
i onitite nice, 
arene still vested probably in exist- | Deernges Ha fevtand, ati on (bey. 
i o ant, Mphabetically, aecording to Tides, 
8 Butinos and Aboyant Teoragen of Ty | 9, Peeviges at Seuthand vextivet hy fullaca 
land, according to titles, otisene, ultainde, Ree tlphaboticalyy 


4, Charters of ay roodom—~Magna Uharta— avcording ty Surnunen, 
Chartor of Foroste, 10, Hatinct Voorages of Seatlind, alphn- 
4, Rod of Balto) Abboy. botically, according to Titles, 


MEMOIRS OF SCIPLO DE RICCI, 


LATE DISUOR OF PISTOTA AND TRATO; 
REFORMER OF CALIOGLICISM IN ‘TUSCANY. 
Miited from tho Original of M. we Porren,—Cheaper Kaition, 2 vols. Byo, 128, bound, 


‘Lho leading featuro of this important work is {ts applicntion to Che great question naw 
at Seaue between ony Protentant and Catholic fallow acljeete, Th cotstubis a cotmplota 
ceposd of the Romish Oharch Hstablishment daving: the chehteonth fantuty, ond wl Oe 
abuses of tho Jesuits thionghout the greator part of Rurepe. Many particulars of tha 
most thrilling Iind avo brought to light. 


MADAME CAMPAN’S MEMOTRS 
OF TUE COURT OF MARIE ANTOINETTE, 
Cheapar Edltion, 2 vols, 8vo, with Portenits, price oly 1an—-T'he mann in Fvench, 


# Wo lave seldout portsed wo onteritaining a work, Tt iy as a mtrcor of tho moxé aplons 
{id Qourt in Europe, at « time when the monarchy bad nup been plore of any of ita beams, 
that ft is partioularly worthy of attention? —Chronielea 


ATSO, 


MADAME CAMPAN’S CONVERSATIONS; 
Comprising SECRET ANECDOTES of tho FRENCIL COURT, 
With Correspondence, &e, 
Cheaper Edition, 1 vol. 63,—!Iho sume in French. 
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ANECDOTES OF THE ARISTOCRACY, 


AND 
EPISODES IN ANCESTRAL STORY. 
By J. BERNARD BURKE, Esq., 
Anthor of “ T'ho Iistory of tho Landed Gontry,” “ Tho Peerage and Daronotnge,” &e. 


Suconp AND Crearzr Eprrioy, 2 vols., post 8vo, 21s, bound, 


The memoiva of our great families are replete with details of the most 
striking and romantic intorest, tleowing light on the occurrences of public 
ag well as domestic life, and elucidating the causes of many important 
national events. How little of the porsonal history of the Aristocracy is 
generally known, and yet how full of amusement is the subject! Almost 
very eminent family has some cyent connected with its rise or great- 
ness, some curious tradition interwoven with its annals, or some ealami¢y 
casting 2 gloom over the brilliancy of its achievements, which crnnot fil 
to attract the attention of that sphere of society to which this work more 
particularly refors, and must equally interest the genoral reader, with 
whom, in this country, the records of the higher elnsses have always pos- 
sessed a peculiar altvaction, ‘The anecdotes of the Aristocracy here re~ 
corded go far to show that there are more marvels in real life than in the 
crentions of fiction, Ict the render seek romance in whatever book, and 
at whateyer porfod he may, yet nought will he find to surpass the unex- 
aggorated reality here unfolded, 

Me, Burko has hore given us tho most cmious incidents, tho most stivring tales, and 
tho most remaxkable circumstances connected with tho histories, public and private, of oar 
noblo houses mid aristocratic familics, and has put them into a shape which will preserva 
thom in tho brary, and yonder them the favourite study of those who are interested in 
tho romance of reat life, ‘These atorivs, with all tha reality of established fact, read with 
aa tuck spivit as the tales of Bocercio, and avo as full of strango matter for reflection and 
amazement“ Britannia, » 

4 Yo of the mostinLovesting valumes that havo over issued from the press, ‘There avo 
110 Jess than one hundred and twenty-three of tho most stirring and captivating family 
epivodea wo over remomber to have perpecd, ‘Tho ‘ Ancedotes of the Aristoeracy’ will bo 
yeni from tho palaco to tho hamlet; and no one can rise from theso volumes without 
Aoriving a useful knowledge of some chapter of family history, each conneuted with one or 
other of the great houses of the kingdom.”—Jirifish Army Despatch, 

+ Wo enmnot estimate foo highly the intorest of Mr, Burke’s entortaining and justrnetive 
work. Pov tha ontions satire of the details, the extraordinary aneodotes related, tho 
atrange scenes deseribed, it would bo dificult to find a parnltel for it, Ibw he vend by 
covery one.” —~Sunday Times 
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HISTORIC SCUNES 
By AGNES STRICKLAND, 


Author of “ Lives of tho Queena of Engh,” &e. 1 vol, post dve, elegantly 
hound, with Portnit of thu Author, 10, Gd. 





LEVIERS OF ROYAL AND TLLUSTRIOUS LADIES 
OF GRUAT BRITAIN, 
ILLUSTRATIVE OF THM TUSTORY OF RNGLAND. 

Now first publishod from the Originals, with Introductory Notiees, 
By MARY ANN EVERETT GREEN, 

Anthor of “ Lives of the Pyineosses of England." 

Cheaper Edition, 3 vols, with Facsimile Autographs, &e., Las. hound, 


LONDON LITERARY SOCIETY 
IN THE DAYS OF SAMUEL JOLNSON, 
PROM UE PAPERS OF A DAI BMINE NY BARRISTER, 
By WILLIAM WEIR, + 
2 vols, post Byo. (ln the Press.) 


GENERAL PEPWS NARRATIVE 
. OF TG WAR IN ITALY, 
FROM 1847 to 1860; INCLUDING ‘HIN SINGH OF VENION, 


Now first published trom the original Malian Munserlpt, 
2 yols,, Bost byo, 34H, bout. 


“Tho grand featured of tho reoont Tuition movement tn favor of acuntlonal ovistonee 
Hove tad ye other ancl patina portraiture as these vohuney convey, he Blate 
Aootanonts mud dollars whiter Ces watk contihias maike i tetiquenndste (ce bhi tetstaaetaae 
of these tines, ‘Pho whole panoroue of Lhe Revolution 4 here gone aver tho yoforn 
Movemont heghintog ub Wonre ~tho agitation mused thereby te Moreno id Naploy, 
bhonpo sprenibys bo Sicily, Plobsont, mul Ausiybon Maly the threats mut Poston: 
dande of the Conubnt Vlonin the spirited yovelt of the Sletilang {lin lnevensel byt any of 
Gorman governs in Lomlurdy tho crass of (hg Parlaian Revolutlon Cho rf tue 
populaes of Milan agonist Radeliy, bhe declaration of Uhavles Albert, aad edyaace of tho. 
Sardintias troops~ the hatte of Gofty--the eaititton of feeling fi Rome anh Mloraneuer 
the Mghto? tho Grand Duke of Tuseany- tho rovylution in Nieplos the trenchery of 
Pope mil ing-—tho dreads massners ih Napless-Uie dismalard ot Chiles Albarbethe 
bombardment of Heovwla—-the wlorions dafencs of Vantes: the Bhs of the Popa from 
TRomoe—tho avriyal of Mazzini~tho prekumabiay of Cia Romilly trom the Capltal. 
the inyaalon of the Roman States by the armies of Spun, Austria, Brace, mid Naploy 
Aho fall of Youfoa and of Romp -and the whole clnby of wvonts down Lo tho Donttilts 
robtyp?’—A thenein, 

“Wo predict that posterity will aveopt Goneral Pepe ay thie historia of Che rent 
aealath ovement of the nineteenth emiury, Js work jy worthy of all commen. 

Standard. 
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TUE 


REV. R MILMAN’S LIFE OF TASSO, 


2 vals. post 8vo, 218, bound, 


(Mr. Milman’s poole has considerable morlt, Ifo has ovidently, in his interesting 
Hlowvaphy of ‘Yasuo, undo taken a labour of love. His diligence has beon great, his ma- 
torlals ave coplona and well-atanged, and hi sketelies of the poet's contemporaries form 
agreenble eplaudes in tho nuriative af ‘Yasso'a waiks and ssocs,—Ladinduryh Review, 

“The iy esant worl, {rom tho touching interest of its subject, is likely to be extensively 
rend PA denen, | ; 

‘Mr, Milinan’s biography is a very good one, ‘Tho work will find a placo in every 
Rotary. —Arvilannia, 

‘CA most valuable addition lo our literary trensures—fraught with deep and thiilling 
interest,” Morning Post, 

“Mr, Milman's Momoly of Tasso is a work of considornblo interest; entering fully into 
the partionlpes of thy great yoot's life, and giving a goneral review of his works."—John 

ell. 





MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF 
SIR ROBERT MURRAY KEITH, 1B, 


Minister Plenipotentiary at the Cow'ts of Dresden, Copenhagen, and Vienna, 
Jrom ¥769 to 1798; with 


Biographical Memoirs of Queen Caroline Matilda, Sister of George IIT. 
ADITED BY MRS, GILLESPIE SMY'TIT. 


2volx,, post Svo, with Portraits, 258, bound. 





Siv Robert Murray Keith, it will bo recollected, was one of the ablest diplomatists of 
tho Just coutiny, and held the post of Ambassador at the Court of Copenhagen, when 
Caroline Matilda, Qacor of Denmark, tho unfortunate sister of George IT., was invalved in 
the consphucy of Struensee, and was only saved from the severest punishment her vindie- 
tive onemy tho Queen-Mother could inflict, by the spirited interposition of the British 
Aimbassador. Sir Robert Keith also for a long period represented his Sovereign at the 
Houris of Dreudon aud Vienna; and his papers, edited by a member of his fimily, throw 
considerable light on the diplomatic history of the reign of George IIL, besides conveying 
mony eurions partlonlars of the great mont url evouts of the period. Among tho variely of 
Ratorenting doauments comprised ju Nese volames, will be fonnd—Letters from Frederick, 
King of Finasiny Caroline Matitda, Queen of Demnnrk; Princes Verdinand of Buunswick, 
Kaunitz, und Caartoriski; thg Dukes of Cumberland, York, Queensbury, Montagu, and 
Nowenatlo; Lovds Stormont, St, Asaph, Henthficld, Hardwicke, Darlington, Aneklund, 
Apsley, Birvington, Stay; Counts Ventinelc and Rosenberg; Baron ‘Trenck; Mield-Mar- 
whals Conway and Keith; Sits Walter Scott, Joseph Yorke, Nathaniel Wraaall, John 
Bebright; De, Robertson, My, Pitt, Howard, Mrs. Piozai, Mus, Montagu, &e, &e. 

“ A largo portion of this important and Highly inforesting woul consisis of lotters, that 
we voutuye to sy will bear a comparison for sterling wit, lively humour, entertaining gossip, 


piquant personal anecdotes, and brilliant pletures social life, in its highest phases, both at 
Tome ant abroad, with those of Iforaco W 


alpole himself.”— Court Journal. 
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TILE (LSTORY OF CIVILISATION, 
AND PUBLIC OPINION, 
By W. A. MACKINNON, BLD), ILILS,, &e, 
‘Thied and Choapar Vilition, 2 vols, 8vo, 210. bound, 


“My. Mackinnon'’n valuable (History of Civilisation? da a yank repertory of knowledyo 
that we could wl fo sep unhoraally choulstel thionghont the tout g oe tomlin, 10 
cunvey tfoumation that is much reyuhed, and of whieh Loo immy ave delldent."-Morning 
Herald. 


REVELATIONS OF PRINCE TALENY RAND, 
Ry M, COLMACILE, 
AM PINOYH YRIVALES SE ORITARY, 
Second Mition, 1 veluue, past Bye, with Portrait, 10s, fi. bom, 


# A moto tutereating work has not tysued fiom the preys foy many yeara. Tt fs dn truth 
acomplate Boswell sketch of the gieatest dlplonuntint of tho aye."—Sunday Times, 


COLBURN'S AUTHORISED TRANSLATION, 


Now realy, Von 9, price 7, of 
yy y ” 


M. A. THTERS SUSTORY OF FRANCE, 
FROM THE PERIOD OF ‘NTE CONSULATE LN 1800, 
NO THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO, 


A SUQUEDL TO HIS TIS PORY OF NIE FRENOU REVOLUTION. 


Jie ing filed at difvont times the hij ofiices of Minister af tho Intatoy, of Pinance, 
of Voroign Aftihs, mid Picsident of the Council, M. ‘Maer has eine iT Ancilition hoya 
tha reach of eveny other biographer of Napoleon far proeniing, trom eschtadve: and 
anithentls gomces, tho ehofecst eudnts dor hia prenent work, An gaundinn to dhe 
wehives of the state, bo had accor to dptoeatio pupica and ather daetrscnte af the 
highest importance, hitherto known only ton palvileped toss, and Lio publication of whith 
cannot hil to piace n geal smnintions From jatvate xoutces, Mi ‘Thian, i apperis, his 
also dovived imel: yaluablo information. Many fntiicithiyg inemode, diate, wud letters, 
all hithette roapublighed, aad thost of them destlucd: for pelltical vensona to remain 60, 
ave been placed at bis dlaposnl s while all the lending elaraeters of Un eriplie, who were 
alivy when the author undertook (he Jacsent history, lve supplied hint witha mass of 
incidents and muccdotes whirh have rover befurn appeared in joint, auel the aveuvaoy and 
value of whieh muy bo iifered frous tho fhet of these parties haying born theinselves oye 
witnesses of, or actors In, the great ovents of the pole. 


*,* To movent disappoinanent, the public nro veques{ed to be particntar in giving thelr 
orders for “ Corpunn’s AurmoneED TRaNeLArion.” 
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P iv yr Ni 
IISTORY OF TIE MOUSE OF COMMONS; 
FROM ‘TIN CONVENTION PARLIAMENT OF 1688-0, TO THE PASSING OF 
‘TIUS REFORM BILL IN 1882, 
By WM. CITARLES TOWNSEND, ESQ, MA, 
Recorder of Macclesfield, 2 vols, 8yo, 218, bound. } 

“Wo havo hero a collection of biographical notices of all the Speakes who hay {det 
Amu bng the hundred and fort wei peat abovo defined, and of overt Members of Pale 
ment the most distinguished in that period, Much usoful and euions information Is scat- 
tered throughout tho volumes,”—Quarterly Review, 


DIARY AND MEMOIRS OF SOPHIA DOROTIEA, 


CONSORT OF GEORGE IL 
Now first published from the Originals, 
Cheaper Edition, 2 yols., 8vo, with Portrait, 21s, bound, 


4 A work abounding in tho romance of real life."—Afessenger, 
“ A book of mavellous revelations, establishing boyand ale doubt the perfect innocence 
of the beautiful, highly-gifted, and inhumanly-treated Sophia Dorathea,”"—Naval and 


Millinny Gazette, — , 


LETTERS OF MARY QUEEN OF SCors. 
Tlustrative of Ter Personal Iistory, 


Edited, with au Wistorical Introduction and Notes, 
By AGNES STRICKLAND. 
Choapor Edition, with numerous Additions, uniform with Miss Strickdand’s “ Lives of tha 
Queens of Lngland.” 2 yols., post 8vo, with Portrait, &e,, 16s, bound, 
4 ‘Phe best coltection of guthentle memorials relntivo to the Queen of Seots that has 
evar appeaved."—forning Chronicle. ‘ 











MEMOIRS OF MADEMOISELLE DE MONTPENSIER, 


Wiltton hy TERSELE. 8 vols, post 8vo, with Portsnit, 
Ono of tha moat delightful mud decply-intercsting woke wo havo read for a long 
ine? Weekly Chronicle. 


LADY BLESSINGTON'S JOURNAL 
OF HER CONVERSATIONS WITH LORD BYRON, 


Chenpor Haition, in Gvo, ombollished with Portraits of Lady Blessington and Lord Byron 
price only 72. bound. 
# "Pho bost (hing that lias teen written on Lod Byron.”—Spectator, 
# Universally acknowledged to bo delightfad."— shenceane, 


1g MR, COLBURN'S NNW PUBLICATIONS, 


NARRATIVE OF A TWO YRARS’ 
RESIDENCE AT NINEVEH; 
AND 
TRAVELS «vy MESOPOTAMLA, ASSYRIA, ann SYRIA, 


WIN REMARKS ON SH CHALDFANS, NIA LORLANS, 7) Fay eo. 
By the Rov. JP. FLETCHER. ‘Two vols, post 80, 218, bound, 


ad ' 


"Pyeag Lrayols embrace nol only Nineveh and iis antiqaities, Dnt vag ipuey now 
and interesting particulars respecting tho Yezidoes, the Nestovians, anil O1jon- 
til Chiiatiang, as well aa notices of tho country between Mosul and Aleppo, 
which has been explored by few Huvopean travellers, ‘he intimate relations 
with the natives of the country eutesed inte by Ale Mleicher, sho resided some 
yoara at Mosul, during bis inyuizivg into the contlition of Ui Oriosial Churches, 
havo furnished him with a vast fund of anvedote aud illustration. The work 
also comprises disquisitions on the ancient cities of Mesopotamia, aml on the 
suecessive empires catablished betweon the Higris and Muphrates, with remurka 
on the hypothesis advocated by Major Rawlinson as reyutda Cho early Assyrian 
kings. 


OPINIONS OF TILE PRESH, 

“A work of great meulb- the veninthy at high fntedigent and aeute abyorves. 
Pho work ty aot jet Arecentahs AS 0 huok of travel Uni it ty value aa a wialliary 
to the aechwalagy af the Holy Bertplares,” Séeuedaved 

4 Aba time whon tho slavtlhyy divcovertes of Me hayard hive called pubtio aldantion 
fo the oradto of Asinty eivilfintion, he nolas of a Gyo yore’ teyitoncy Gu the mighty 
plain of Ninevoh, aud of evenrtiona dite Cho dnote quits of Ay rin, fom tte poi 
of another tinveller, cannot fil fo exefte mow Chin odiiuy (rtorest. Ate. Mfotehor, 
well versed in tho questions commveted with the geoxeaphy of Bolpture, ad with tho db 
tory ant poxitfon of the diforont Chureber of tho Hast, made fia obyeyyatia an the 
conntrios which he visttod, Yat vs aw orditiny fravellor who plohs ty hia loiowlelge 
casually, hore and thova, did. ay an oxpartonortt wt Aton, Wile far 4 be forefnd apo what 
poiuta ho ty lo dread his inquiries, 204 voltnies forun an daateetise and agreeably pony 
divt to Me. fayard’s more exclusively uidiquinian yesenvehet Phe peador wilt red 
with mach yalunble information whitch Ro would took for hn vale oldnyher ae! duh Madde 

* Avook whieh lots us more tito the aceret of Mo habtos and tdeny of the antlves 
of Taatorn Asia, more expeelally of the Chelation popotatinn, Cha any work we conti 
potnt aut, Mle. BloLoher brit teste and vlnahle dior jon from ise new outed of 
antiquarian vesemeh. Me had tha rave ood fortime to be gewue ab bho that diseas 
vorloy of AL. Hotta; aud he ie not aw tthowl clalie) Co be nosked ng a dincoveror hinnelt, 
Bat bls dlyposttion and bly opperCaulicg make Nine a hotter lower ther of Ceo thane thin 
ofthe atl. The ofrole of biy Drquteles wie by de wou eoatined Co Ninewh, dit ox 
tondod to tho whole Olnlallan poputatlont of Aslatle Wukos, of whoa habla, liters, 
observances: aud onal com{ifion be gives a udnady, Sutera, nnd, we me conyincad, 
authentic recom. The condition of the Eastern Charelies br ovata much an fosiby ab 
provont, and hia detatiod deseviption of thom wil bo mow tileycating to (he valiglony 
world. Owe uatraety wilt sulliciontly show what: virled, intevoatiayg, ead aes mnither 
these yomos contain’ Daily News. : 

“hve volumed abounding in Hyoly wid graphy shol shes of sebues Vel od poi of ehmtags 
fors oncountorod'~ Athena ian. 

“Pho i a goad dent of arlelnal Wspathoste aad uineh gentity lage taferanadton be 
thesd volumes. My. Flotelor ts an nents li r¥or, and Wallen THistiretia, Tha work 
flasesves to be popular, arul eannol fail la ineteaty our hikawladie of the cottuts fer af whol 
it treats.~ Beangolieal Magazine. 
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F ry x roy ne 
DIARY OF A LADY'S TRAVELS 
IN NORTUERN AFRICA, 

2 vals., post 8vo, 21s. bound, 

U'Theso axcerdingly interesting volumes contain a yoy lively and graphic narrattyo of 
the wuthor'y exporicnee amongst the cminusly mixed population of frrbuy, with many 
important facta, and much useful intelligence, sn Weekly, Chronicla, 

“Fheve volumes of n very clover and observant Indy oro full of entertaining mattor, 
anmuadig wntcedoton, and tto-Like akotuhes of! thu plices visited."—Jforning Iferald. 











NARRATIVE OF 
AN OVERLAND JOURNEY ROUND TIE WORLD, 


by SIR GEORGE SIMPSON, 
Governarin-Chi¢f of the Ludsou's Bay Company's Teri ttories in North America, 
2 vols, 8yo, with Map, &c., 813. 6d. bound. 
“A move valuable ov instinetive wok, or one moo fall of perilous adventure and 


Hervie onterprise, wo lave never inct with.’ —Jodn Bull, 
Te deserves tu be a standard work in wl tibraies, and it will hecome 80."—Afessenger. 


MR, ROSS YACHT VOYAGE 


TO DENMARK, NORWAY, AND SWEDEN, 
IN LORD RODNEY'S CUTTER “ ‘TUE IRIS.” 
Sovond dition, 1 vol, 10s, Gd, bound. 


“ Thero is nota sporting man in the county whe could peruse these volumes without 
doriving a considerable amonnt of plensuso and profit fiom their pages No one should 
(link of visiting Noriay, Denmals, or Sweden, without consulimg than."—Zra, 


TIVE YEARS IN KAPFIRLAND: 
WITH SKWICIES OF THE LATE WAR IN THAT COUNTRY. 


By Mra, WARRIEL WARD (Wife of Captain Ward, 91st. Regt.) 
Second Kiitlon, 2 vols, post Bsn, willt Portraits, &,, 21s, bound. 





SWITZERLAND, FRANCE, AND SPAIN. 
Ry ‘i. ADOLPHUS TROLLOPEH, Esq. 1 yol,, 10s, Gd. bound. 


PRincivan Contrn rs, —Veniea-~Romo—Tlorenes—Zurich—Lueos 110— Bernie—Intor~ 
Inte Sertatdon Aree Teaenten Tonlouse—Pan—O1 thes—-St. Sebastian —Azpoitia—~ 
Snsagossn— JInen~Panticosa--Bayorno, £0, 

A delightfnl tnble-book for seaside or fireside—for any placo whete thero ore cul 
Alvated tastes, ‘ho volume is a gallery of pleasant pictures fi more than a guide-hook.” 


—~Athenceun, 
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TORD LINDSAY'S LETTERS ON RHE TOLY GAND, 


Towne Enrtpon, Revived and Coneeted, 1 vel, pod dye, 7 Gd, honnd, 
8 Jord Lindsay han Clb and vecordedl what beta with the whit of a vhitocophes, and 
tho filth of an enlightened Qhalition.+-Quarterly Bech vw, 


THE CRESCENT AND THE GROSS; 
ROMANCE AND REALITIES OF BASTERN TRAVEL, 
By ELLOT BG. WARBURTON, May. 

Fra asp Cueaven Kovrvox, t vol, with mamevout Ulndtanthan, £0n, dd. honnd, 


Tadopendently of Its value erin orginal mmiative, and tor meet and tatereuting in 
formation, this work iy remm kablo for tho colmniyye power nnd ply of fane y with whtet 
ite descriptions ato enlivened, Among its poeatest oad yuo st devithiyg charg fe it veverant 
tnd Boriows sphrlt.—Quarterdy Review, 

4 Wo contd not record a deter laak ara travelling eounpatitat,— Ualtee Service 
Magaaine, 


HOCILELA (As 


On, 


ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD, 
Haited hy ELIOT WARBURTON, Jay. 
Author of "The Ceeueont and thi Cro 4” 
Tu Kpretox, 2 voluy pout Bye, with Ubwitrationy, Qa, haunt, 


“Wo veentmmend © Hochehyga* most heartily, ti entio nny of ome reader may as yet bo 
areroguabatesd wilh Quarterly Keeton 


“This work bos slrealy veached a thhd edition, Woesball bo mep dood Ib de nob go 
through many, TL pomeriaa almost every qnalitleation af a yout hooks pace, vaatety, cad 
vigour of atylem-a concentrated pawer af desalptled, whlele Dat atl the etic af’ elahurate 
paining--infarnation carefully calterted aud fudictomly Commmndeated—aininnd aud one 
Targed views of ftuportant queatfons--a heatty and emery Tove of cotati yeatul (fo 
whofe pervaded by e reflued but sometimes vanities humane, which fayauts a conto 
attraction to ita pages, Wo em emdially reeommmend He do ony veutera, as well fur dhe 
ainusement of its lighter portions, the vivid brillianey of ity deieriptuny, md the wold 
information if contuing reaper thy Cauda, ant dhe postilon genceally of Mugdand in the 
now work. —Folae Dull, 


MISCELLANEOUS, ya: 








FIGIHES AND SIADES OF MITITARY LON, 
Edited hy Lieut-Cen, Sir CHARLES NAPIER, 6.6.3, Commandor-in- 
Chief In India, &e. 1 vol., 8yv0, 12s, hound, 


4A narrative of nureing bntorest, which should bo in tho k f . 

Malratyv anle-U iB if Le a ey of avory oMear in her 
“Ono of tho most ilerosting and, as regards Goneral Nanior’s shay 

mot orljshwul protuotions of the day."—Jnedlan News. aera alinte oF th, ono OF thee 


SER JAMES ALEXANDER'S ACADIE; 
OR, SEVEN YEARS' EXPLORATION IN CANADA, &e. 
2 vols, post Svo, with numorous Mlnstrations, 2fs, bound, 


# Roplote with valuable Information on Canada for the English settler, tho Rnglish 
soldigr, and the English Governmont; with various cliarms of advonture and description 
for tho deaullory remlere’—Aforning Chronicle. 

No other writer on Canada can compare with tho gallant author of tho presont yolumes 
in tho variety and interest of his navvative."—John Bull, 


STORY OF THE PENINSULAR WAR, 


A COMPANION VOLUME TO MR. GLEIG'S 
«STORY OF TILK BATTLE OF WATERLOO.” 
With six Portratts and Map, 63, bound, 


4 Kyory page of this work ia fraught with undying interest, Wo needed such o book aa 
this; one (hat could Biya fa the rising generation Hi soldiers a cleny notion of the oyonts 
whioh ted to the expulsion of the Franch from the Peninsalar.”—Caited Service Gazette, 


LADY LISTER KAYE'S BRITISH HOMES 
AND FORRIGN WANDERIWGS 


 Unrivalled as these volumos avo, considered ag portfolios of uristocratic skotehes, thoy 
avo not Joss futoresting on account of the romantic history with which the sketches are 
interwovon."—John Jill 


THE NEMESIS IN CHINA; 


COMPRISING A COMPIOE 
WISTORY OF THE WAR IN THAT COUNTRY; 
With a Vartioulay Account of the Colony of Hong Kong. 
Prom Notes of Captain W. 1. TALL, BN, and Porsonal Observations 
by W. D. BERNARD, Hsq., AML, Oxon. 
Onna Eprvion, with 2 now Introduction, 1 vol., with Maps and Plates, 10s. 6d, bound, 
# Capt, Hall's narvative uf the sorvices of the Nemesis te full of intoroat, and will, wo 
ave sure, bo valuable hereafter, as aftavding most curious matorials for the bistory of steam 
navigation." —Quarterly Review, 
4A work which will take its place beside that of Captain Cook."—Weokly Chronicle. 











23 MR. COLBURN'S NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


THE YEAR-BOOK OF THE COUNTRY; 


AND UPIUE PIRESIDE, 








OR, THR WIRLD, THY PORT 
By WILLIAM HOWITT, 


Avrnon or 470: BOOK or tun smasoNns,” &e, 1 vo.um, wrrit 
ILLUSTRATIONS, Ls. Gt, HOUND. 


OPINIONS OF ‘TITHE PRESS, 

“phe work is nlways happy to Jicar frou My. How ltt concorning ‘tho seasons at thelr 
wigng’—tho gardon, tha woodlend, ated choly eyer-chandug shows of beauty~and the 
chavactors ind humours widel animate and elieqner rural tite. Ho trends of theau toplad 
With that altroneo of pootical Imaghintlon aud exper (ouco whink {hove i no rountorfelting. 
with that thorough love whieh, coming from tho leart of tho willoy, good creat to the 
Hoar of Mho veador, ‘Mie presont volume Td a¢ fresh Tn split and as rlol In rautter as if 
ié wore dhe fist of its family, ho iltustiationy by Mr. Poster are oxcollont. Tho bouk 
gat ones welcome to vent and goodly to seu It iv riehly, pootieally, ploturenquely 
variowss We camot doubt af lta taving & welcome ay welide as ita range aC eantanta, aud 
fg cordin) a4 (ho Joye of nan and of native, whieh every line of It hreathoa = téhenciun, 

Sq alk fovers uf country Hfo we recommend this ewellont volamo, as Abowd 
in thoughts and suggestions eminently calenlated to enlarge the sphora of tholr myoy= 
mont as well ay Cate usefulness; and foal] Jovery of the fown wo recommond tb a4 Hkely 
to voforin thoiy tastes, and awaken them to pure delights which they have not yob tasted. 
Tho worl ide completo country comprnton for Che whole yeay—iu Cio flold, dn the forest, 
anid nt the dreads, [fe disided dite Cwalve sections, enol of which rolntea to a pre 
Hoular month of tho year, and not only deserlbes oll (ho natural fontares of bho senion, 
Jntt to havits of ifs and customs apMopriate to cneh.--Aamung Pose, 

“A highly amusing hook, supplying, from raral mecdote, desetption, and observa 
Uon, something appropriate to each season. Pho ilhaxtrations are very henubldat ? sans 
dard. 

“A porfeot transorlpt of rural Hfo in adl ila plinses. Tr overy reapect a mest alfreatlye 
Wook, My. Howls pahits nities ns fb fy, nit plvos dospriptions of (bi omdiow: chara 
with art oleganen of nine Lat wus ite way witli readers of every hei. Mesgcger, 

“Tha very attractive gil delighifi work ty evidently one wiltton com aninte. 
Miy Uowitt'd productions hase alwaya dtaplayed an intense, and, so Co apenls, clog 
and outivated love of Old Englond's rurat blautlea; and tho prevent haok will form au 
admirable coupon ta hts Book of (he Keasons? tis thin presand insted Choye tian 
alnindant ond iitorestingly applied variety of matter itustyatise of lunman ploesines and 
pmersuits In thé country, A vaniiry Ufo, Indeed, Is here seen Hi all ita pointy of viiw 
vin’ tho fold, the forest, and hy tho Avesta, Thx curlous to obsorse tho sarioly of she 
joots treated of, oither in prose or pootry, tn these right plensans and ontortainting preety 
The natural charactersuics, peentur ougtons, amd wal avocatiaua tneldent to cael 
month tn the your aro deverlbed tea atrlkusg manner. Anwodotes, slotalios af charac. 
tor, &e,, ava Intvaducot with considorble skil aud effeol, ndding much to tho interosty 
ing nature of tha book. ‘The ‘Autinal Uxenrstons’ form some of the moab nitene~ 
tive parts of tho vohane; and the legends seatiaed thronghoud aa told with peautiar 
spirit and offvet. Indeed, the work 14 allagethor o charming one; aut tho Mustrations, 
admirably engraved on wool, from oveccdingly clover nud probig designs, by My. Blekob 
Foster, aro quite worthy of tho pages in whteh they ayyyene?—dtaratug Aduordisay. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 28 


MR. DISRABLIS CONINGSBY 


Cunav Staspanp nirios, srr a Now Prervcn. 
In 1 voly with Portrait, Ga bom. 


“We ara glal to hee tht tho finest work: of Disraoli has bron sont out { fi 
ab have af Dickens, Hubwer, and othor of our heat novelists, at ee is ieee 
thom within tho reach of the most madeate means, © Coningsby’ hng aged from the popi- 
Janity of a senvon to an onduriag reputation as a standard work. It is nob merely a8 a 
novel, howaver, that ‘ Goningshy! is interesting, hut aaa popular exposition of the author's 
podition) ideas, Tt isa valuable contribution to popular Utoratura,”"— Weekly Chronicle, 





ZOOLOGICAL REGREATIONS, 
By W. J. BRODERIP, Esq. FILS, ' 
Chmarcr Kpreron, t vol, post 8yo, 6s. bound. 


“Wo believe wo do not exaggerate in saying that, sineo the publication of Whito's 
Natural History of Selboino,’ and of the ‘Totteduetion to Tntorelagy," hy Kirby and 
Spduco, no workin ove longuago is better calewlated than tho § Zoological Recreations’ to 
Tuli ito avowed aim of its nuthor—to furnish a hand-book which may cherish or awaken 
a Jove for natural history!'—Quarlerly Review, 


POPULAR TALES & TRADITIONS OF HUNGARY. 
By FRANCIS and TITERESA PULSZKY,' 


8 vols, 








y 


TH DREAMER: AND TIM WORKER. 
‘By R, It. MORNE, Esq, «+ 
Author of Orion,” &e. 2 vols. 


ADVENTURES OF A GREEK LADY, 
PIE ADOPTED DAUGHTER OF TUR LATE QUEEN CAROLINE. 
Warren ny Hnnsrar. 2 volb, post 8t0, 21e, bound. 


“Tho chiof' interest, of this more than ordinarily intoresting book Ties in the notices it 
fimishes of the anfrtunate Queon Cardline, From the closa of 1824 till her Royal 
Tighnese’s return to England the author wag never absont fram her for a singlo day. All 
isi aygontodsly and artlessly told, and the plain truth finds its way at once to the rendor’s 
qndgmont and fevlings.”"—-Coure Journal, 





24 MR. COLBURN'S NEW PORLICATIONS, 


POPULAR NEW NOVELS AND ROMANCES, 













TIME, THE AVENGER. 
By the Author of & Vinila Wyndham.” 
3 vols, 


REGINALD HASTINGS, 
Ky ELIOL WARRURTON, Hay. Second 
Tallon. 8 vols, 


MERKLAND, Tho OLD WORLD and tho NEW, 
By tho Author of * Mui garot Maitland. By Mra. TROLLOLE, 8 yols, 
8 vols, 


THE DAUGHTER OF NIGH?, 


LOVE AND AMBITION, Ny SAV. IULLOA, Esq. 0 vole, 


Dy {the Author of “Rookingham.” 85 Js 


MADAM DORRINGTON, 
OF THE DENE, 
By WILLIAM ILOWLET, 
Author of “Tho Hall and the Hailet,” &o, 


CLAUDE, 
By MISS MOLESWORITL 2 vol, 


PETTICOAT GOVERNMENT, 
Ry Mu, TROLLOPE, 8 vols. 


8 vols, 
LEYTICE ARNOLD, PRIDE AND IRRESOLV TION, 
By thojAnthor of! Lmilin Wyndhuin.” 2 vols, A Sovand Serton of m 
—_— ‘CETL DISULPLINE OF LIFE" 8 vols 
NATHALIE, —— 


By JULIA KAVANAGH, Author of 
“Woman in Hraneo.” 2 vols, 


LIGHT AND DARKNESS, 


By Mrs, OROWL, Author of ‘Tho Night- 
Sido of Nature," Ko, 8 vols, 


SINGLETON TONTENOY. 


By JAMES TIANNAY, Taq, lato of her 
Majesty's Navy. 8 yoly, 


THE LUITRELLS ; 


PASBAGES IN TN LIND OL 


Mrs, MARGARET MAITLAND 
ov SUNNY RUDE. Walton by Tleruolf, 
Qi voli. 


OUR COUNTY, 
By JOUN MILES, Ksy, Author of the 
“Ok Hnglish Gontlomun,” ke. 8 vol, 


STORY ofa MAN of MASHION; 
OH, SIN AND SORROW, 8 vols, 


OR, TIM TWO MARRIAGS, FRESTON TOWER; 
Dy VOLKESTONS WILLIAMS, Esy, |} OR, THE LARLY DAYS OF CARDINAL 
Author of WOLSEY, 
“Shakeuponro and his Fiend," Ge, 3 vola.|} Dy tho Rov. 2. COBIOLD, 8 vol 
ADELAIDE LINDSAY, THE PETREL, 


A TALE OF TILE SRA 
By a Naval Ofleor. 0 vols, 


ANNE DYSART; 
OR, ‘LITE SCOTCH MINISTER'S 
DAUGILLUR. 3 vols, 


Hdited by the Author of Kmilla Wynd- 
hay” 8 vols. 


THE WILMINGTONS, 
Dy the Author of “ Ewilin Wyndham," 
“Mordaunt Hall,” &e. 8 vols, 


THE ARMY AND NAVY. 


Published on the Ist of every Month, Price 8s. 6d, 


COLBURN’S UNITED SERVICE MAGAZINE, 


AND 


NAVAL AND MILITARY JOURNAL. 


The attention of the public, and particularly that of the United 
Services and the Army and Navy of the East India Company, is 
respectfully invited to this periodical, which has now been established 
twenty-five years, and embraces subjects of such extensive variety and 
of such powerful interest as must 1ender it scarcely less acceptable 
to readers in general than to the members of those professions for 
whose use it is more particularly intended. 

Independently of a succession of Original Papers on innumerable 
intevesting subjects, Personal Narratives, Iistorieal Incidents, Cor- 
respondence, &c., each number comprises Biographical Memoirs of 
Eminent Officers of all branches of service, Reviews of New Publica- 
tions, cither immediately relating to the Army or Navy, or involving 
subjects of utility or interest to the members of either, Full Reports 
of Trials by Courts Martial, Distribution of the Army and Navy, 
General Orders, Circulars, Promotions, Appointments, Births, Mar- 
ringes, Obituary, &c., with all the Naval and Military Intelligence 
of the Month. 





OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


“This is confessedly one of the ablest and most attractive periodicals 
of which the British press can boast, presenting 2 wide field of entertain. 
ment to the genoral as well as the professional reader. The suggestions 
for the benefit of the two services are numerous, and distinguished hy 
vigour of sense, acute and practical observation, an ardent love of dis- 
cipline, tempered by a high sense of justice, honour, humanity, and a 
tender regard for the welfare and personal comfort of ow soldiers and 
seamen.” —Globe, 


* At the head of those periodicals which furmsh useful and valuable 
infoimation to thei peculiar classes of 1eaders, as well as amusement to 
the general body of the public, must be placed the ‘United Service 
Magazine and Naval and Mthtary Journal,’ It numbers among its con- 
tiibutors almost all those gallant spirits who have done no less honour 
to their country by their swords than by their pens, and abounds with 
the most interesting discussions on naval and military affairs, and stirring 
navratives of deeds of arms in all parts of the world. Livery information 
of yalue and interest to both the Services is culled with the greatest 
diligence from every available source, and the correspondence of various 
distinguished officers which enrich its pages is a feature of great attraction. 
In short, the ‘ United Service Magazine’ can be recommended to every 
yeader who possesses that attachment to lus conntry which should make 
himlook with the deepest inter eston itsnavaland military resources.”—Sun. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS OW 
COLBURN’S UNITED SERVICE MAGAZINE, 





“This traly national periodical is always full of the most valuable maiter 
for professional men, It abounds with excellent articles, the personal 
mewairs of distinguished officers of both services, results of valuable 
military and nayal experience, fragments’ of interesting travels, and light 
tales of adventure, all of which are well blended, and form a most 
harmonious ensemble.”—Morning Herald, 


*<Colburn’s United Service Magazine’ is always # welcome visitor. 
Its numbers contain an absolute redundancy of ‘able aud important 
articles, the value af which is not merely confined ta any peculiar disting- 
tive interest that military and naval men may attach to them. Independent 
of its attractions to the two services, there is a mass of sterling reading 
pane no class of intelligent persons will fail to appreciate,”—Morning 

Post. 

“A magazine which is not only an honour to the Services that patronize 

it, but also to the literature of the country.”—Standard. 


“fo military and naya) men, and to that class of readers who hover 
on the skirts of the Services, and take a world of pains to inform them- 
selves of all the goings on, the modes aud fashions, the movements and 
adyentaros connected with ships and barracks, this periodical in indis- 
persable, It isa repeitory of facts and criticisms—narratives of past 
experience, and fictions that are as good as if they were true—tablea and 
retwna~new inventions and new hooks bearing upon the army and the 
navy~—correspondence crowded with intelligence —and sundry unclaimed 
matters that lie in close neighbonrhvod with the professions, and contri. 
bute more or less to the stack of general useful information.”’—ddlas, 

“Phe ‘United Service Magazine’ is an invahtable repository of excal- 
lent articles on naval and military warfare, with respect to the science, 
the statistics, and the management of the two branches of tha Service. 
It ig, moreover, a most useful chronicter of all current events yelating: to 
our mercantile and national marine, and to every branch of ow’ army, 
whether under Government or in the service of the Mast India Company, 
Its attention to colonial affairs and miscellaneous subjects is moat 
useful’ Feekly Dispateh. 

“This is one of the most permanently useful of the magazines, con- 
taining matter valuable uot only to the naval aud military reader, but to 
the histoian and politician, It has, moreover, sketches of manners, 
scenery, and adventure, from the pens of some of the most popular 
writers of the day. Its digest of news is admirable, its list of the poste 
among which our armies and fleets are divided are of the last utility, 
while its amusing and able correspondence is another excellent feature.” 
—Brighion Guardian. 


COLBURN AND CO, PUBLISHERS, 


18, Great Marlborough Srreat. 
40 IE HAD OF ALL BOOKSELLERS MIBOUGHOUT Min KINGHAM 


